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IMPORTANT NOTICE  
  

MEETINGS AT SALTWELLS EDUCATION 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE, NETHERTON 

 

 
  Welcome to Saltwells Education Development 

Centre 
 
 

In the event of the alarm sounding, please leave the 
building by the nearest exit. There are Officers who 
will assist you in the event of this happening, please 

follow their instructions.  
  
  

There is to be no smoking on the premises in line with 
national legislation.  It is an offence to smoke in or on 

these premises.  
  
  

Please turn off your mobile phones and mobile 
communication devices during the meeting.  

  
  

Thank you for your co-operation.  
 



 

Directorate of Corporate Resources 
 

Law and Governance, Council House, Priory Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY1 1HF 
Tel: 0300 555 2345  
www.dudley.gov.uk 

 
 
Your ref: Our ref: Please ask for: Telephone No. 
 HS Helen Shepherd 01384 815271 
 
16th April, 2014 
 
Dear Member 
 
Dudley Schools Forum – Tuesday 29th April, 2014 

 
You are requested to attend a meeting of the Dudley Schools Forum, which will be 
held at Saltwells Education Development Centre, Bowling Green Road, Netherton, 
Dudley, DY2 9LY on Tuesday 29th April, 2014 at 6.00 pm, to consider the business 
set out in the Agenda below. 
 
Light refreshments will be available from 5.30 pm. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Director of Corporate Resources 

Distribution:- 
 
All Members of the Dudley Schools Forum, namely:- 
 
Mr Bate Mrs Belcher Mr Conway Mr Dallaway Mr Derham 

Mrs Garratt Mr Harris Mrs Hannaway Mr B Jones Mrs N Jones 

Mr Kelleher Mr Kirk Mr Nesbitt Mr Patterson Mr Platford 

Mrs Quigley Mr Ridney Ms P Rogers Mrs Ruffles Mr Shaw 

Mr Ward Mr Warren Mr Weaver Mrs Withers Mrs Wylie 

 
c.c -  Councillor Crumpton – Cabinet Member for Integrated Children’s Services; 
 Councillor Marrey – Chair of the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee; 
 Pauline Sharratt – Interim Director of Children’s Services; 
 Huw Powell/Trish Brittain – Acting Assistant Director of Children’s Services; 
 Ian McGuff – Assistant Director of Children’s Services; 

Karen Cocker – Children’s Services Finance Manager, Directorate of 
Corporate Resources; 
Sue Coates – Principal Accountant, Directorate of Corporate Resources. 

Director of Corporate Resources: Philip Tart LL.B. (Hons), Solicitor 
Assistant Director Law and Governance: Mohammed Farooq, LL.B. (Hons), Barrister

 
 

  



AGENDA 
 

1. INTRODUCTIONS BY THE CHAIR 
 

2. 
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 To receive apologies for absence from the meeting. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS 
 

 To report the appointment of any substitutes for this meeting of the Forum. 
 

4. MINUTES 
 

 To approve as a correct record and sign the minutes of the meeting of the 
Forum held on 18th March, 2014 (attached). 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

 Any other matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of the Forum 
held on 18th March, 2014 not included on the agenda for this meeting. 
 

6. DEDICATED SCHOOLS GRANT PLANNING PROCESS 2014/15 – FINAL 
UPDATE (PAGES 1 - 4) 
 

 To consider the report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services. 
 

7. 
 

FAIRER SCHOOLS FUNDING IN 2015/16 CONSULTATION (PAGES 5 – 
43) 
 

 To consider the report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services. 
 

8. 
 

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

 3rd June, 2014 Saltwells EDC, Bowling Green 
Road, Netherton, DY2 4LY 

 8th July, 2014 Saltwells EDC, Bowling Green 
Road, Netherton, DY2 4LY 
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DUDLEY SCHOOLS FORUM 
 

Tuesday 18th March, 2014 at 6.00 pm 
at Saltwells Education Development Centre, 

Bowling Green Road, Netherton, Dudley 
 

PRESENT:- 
 
Mr Ridney – Chair 
Mr Patterson – Vice-Chair 
Mrs Belcher, Mr Conway, Mr Derham, Mrs Hannaway, Mr Kelleher, Mr 
Nesbitt, Mr Platford, Mrs Quigley, Ms Rogers, Mrs Ruffles, Mr Ward, Mr 
Warren, Mr Weaver, Mrs Withers and Mrs Wylie. 
 
 
Person(s) not a member of the Forum but having an entitlement to attend 
meetings and speak 
 
The Interim Director of Children’s Services 
 
Also in attendance 
 
Education Funding Agency Representative (Observer); Acting Assistant 
Director of Children’s Services (Education Services) (Directorate of Children’s 
Services); Children’s Services Finance Manager, Senior Principal Accountant 
and the Democratic Services Officer (Directorate of Corporate Resources). 
 
 
1.  INTRODUCTIONS BY THE CHAIR 

 
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
 Apologies for absence from the meeting were received on behalf of 

Mrs Garrett and Councillor Crumpton. 
  

3. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  That, the minutes of the meeting of the Schools Forum 
held on 25th February, 2014, be approved as a correct 
record and signed. 
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4. 
 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 The Children’s Services Finance Manager informed the Forum that 
further advice had been submitted by the Department of Education 
(DfE) in relation to the Universal Infant Free Schools Meals (UIFSM) 
initiative.  A briefing note in relation to the information provided by 
the DfE was circulated to Members at the meeting.   
  

 It was confirmed that schools would receive a flat rate of £2.30 for 
the 2014/15 academic year for each meal taken by newly eligible 
pupils and that the provisional allocations would be based on an 
estimated national take-up of 87%.  The allocation would be revised 
later on in the academic year and based on actual take-up data 
derived from individual School Censuses submitted in October 2014 
and January 2015.   
 

 Further information would be provided to Primary Headteachers at 
the Primary Heads meeting on 9th April, 2014. 
 

 Arising from a question raised by a Secondary School Governor it 
was clarified that the £2.30 flat rate was to incorporate all 
expenditure including the additional staffing costs that may be 
accrued. 
 

 A Primary Headteacher re-iterated her concerns that had been 
raised at previous meetings in relation to the allocation of Pupil 
Premium and what incentive there was for parents to complete the 
relevant paperwork for a free school meal and the possibility that 
this issue could be addressed through the Local Authority 
Admission application forms.  The Acting Assistant Director of 
Children’s Services (Education Services) stated that he was aware 
that some discussions had taken place in relation to this issue, but 
had not been informed of the outcome. 
 

 The Education Funding Agency (EFA) Representative indicated that 
the EFA were aware of Schools concerns and that these issues 
were currently being addressed, but schools were to encourage 
parents to register eligible children for a free meal when starting 
school. 
 

 Clarification was sought in relation to the data that would be used 
when the funding allocation was revised.  The EFA Representative 
confirmed that the data would be extracted from one particular day 
within the Schools Census and that the EFA would rely on Schools 
to be accurate when completing their School Census application. 
 



 

 - 3 – 
 

 
5. 
 

EDUCATION FUNDING AGENCY (EFA) REPRESENTATIVE 

 Mr Howkins introduced himself to the Forum and gave a brief outline 
of his role as an EFA Observer. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  That the verbal presentation made by the Education 
Funding Agency Representative, be noted. 
 

6. 
 

SCHOOLS FORUM MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

 A report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services was submitted 
to provide Schools Forum with a membership update. 
 

 The Chair, on behalf of the Forum, expressed his thanks and best 
wishes to Mr Platford who would be leaving the Forum and the 
Local Authority in the very near future. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  That the report, and Appendix to the report submitted, in 
relation to Schools Forum Membership, be noted. 
 

7. 
 

DEDICATED SCHOOLS GRANT PLANNING PROCESS 2014/15 – 
FINAL UPDATE 
 

 A report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services was submitted 
in respect of the Dedicated Schools Grant budget planning process 
for 2014/15 and on the carrying out of the annual consultation on 
financial issues, as required by the Schools Forum (England) 
Regulations 2012. 
 

 The Children’s Services Finance Manager presented the report, 
making particular reference to paragraph 7 and stated that the 
adjustment information to the High Needs Block had now been 
received from the DfE and an updated Table 1 was circulated to 
members at the meeting. 
  

 It was stated that the information had remained relatively the same 
however some significant deductions had been identified and were 
highlighted in red within the updated Table 1.  It was considered that 
some of these areas had been un-justifiably reduced and therefore 
further information in relation to the deductions were to be obtained 
from the Education Funding Agency. 
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 A secondary school headteacher raised concern in relation to the 
value of funding allocated for a child with Special Educational Needs 
and how this allocation did not cover the cost it took to provide the 
required support. 
                                                                                  

 A Nursery School Headteacher raised concerns in relation to early 
years children with Special Educational Needs, in particular those 
children who do less than 25 hours and the significant loss in 
funding in comparison to a full-time child with Special Educational 
Needs. 
 

 Arising from a question raised, the Acting Assistant Director of 
Children’s Services (Education Services) stated that the Local 
Authority was currently in the process of converting to Education, 
Health and Care Plans instead of statements for children, but these 
would be for children with more complex cases. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  (i) That the information contained in the report and the 
movement of the 2014/15 Dedicated Schools Grant 
between the three funding blocks as detailed in the 
updated Table 1, circulated to Members at the 
meeting, and paragraph 9 of the report submitted, be 
noted. 
 

  (ii) That the Interim Director of Children’s Services note 
the comments made by Members in relation to the 
financial issues for:- 
 

     Arrangements for pupils with special 
educational needs; 

 Arrangements for use of pupil referral 
units and the education of children 
otherwise than at school; 

 Arrangements for early years provision; 
 Administration arrangements for the 

allocation of central government grants. 
 

8. CONSULTATION ON SCHOOL FUNDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
2015/16 
 

 A report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services was submitted 
in respect of the ongoing review of the funding arrangements for 
Dudley mainstream schools and proposed changes for 2015/16. 
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 The Senior Principal Accountant presented the report and informed 
Members that since the report had been discussed at the 
Headteachers Consultative Forum – Budget Working Group 
meeting on 14th March, 2014, further updates and a consultation in 
relation to fairer schools funding had been received from the 
Department for Education (DfE).  A briefing note in relation to the 
updated information and consultation was circulated to Members at 
the meeting.  A response to the consultation was required by the 
DfE on 30th April, 2014. 
 

 The Forum was informed that the proposal of the consultation was 
to allocate an additional £350m in 2015/16 to fund schools in the 
least fairly funded authorities, however Dudley had not been 
identified as one of the 62 Authorities listed that would benefit from 
this additional funding, but data was continuing to be validated. 
 

 The Senior Principal Accountant recommended that a Headteachers 
Consultative Forum – Budget Working Group meet, prior to 30th 
April, 2014, to discuss the detail and response to the consultation 
and that if Members felt it necessary an additional Dudley School 
Forum meeting be arranged to ratify the information prior to 
submission on 30th April, 2014. 
 

 In response to a concern raised as to how the list of 62 Authorities 
that would benefit from the additional funding had been comprised, 
the Education Funding Agency Representative stated that a formula 
approach had been used to calculate Authorities overall funding 
amounts. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  (i) That the information contained in the report and as 
circulated at the meeting in relation to the ongoing 
review of funding arrangements for Dudley 
mainstream schools and proposed changes for 
2015/16, be noted. 
 

  (ii) That an additional Headteachers Consultative Forum 
– Budget Working Group meeting be arranged to 
discuss the implications for Dudley and prepare a 
response to the Fairer Schools Funding consultation 
on behalf of Dudley Schools Forum. 
 

  (iii) That an additional Dudley Schools Forum meeting be 
arranged on 29th April, 2014 to ratify the response to 
the Fairer Schools Funding consultation prior to 
submission to the DfE on 30th April, 2014. 
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9. BUDGET FACT SHEET NUMBER 2 – FEBRUARY 2014 

 
 A report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services was submitted 

in respect of the Budget Fact Sheet No 2 that had been issued to 
Schools and the allocation of funding from the Dedicated Schools 
Grant reserve. 
 

 The Senior Principal Accountant presented the report and stated 
that a copy of Budget Fact Sheet No. 2 had been circulated to all 
Headteachers and was also available on the Dudley Schools Forum 
website. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  That the information contained in the report be noted. 
 

10. SCHOOLS FORUM TRAINING 
 

 The Children’s Services Finance Manager reported verbally that a 
training event for current and newly elected Members would be held 
on 24th June, 2014 at Saltwells Education Development Centre.  
Further information would be circulated to all Members in due 
course. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  That the information presented verbally at the meeting in 
relation to Member’s training, be noted. 
 

11. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

  That the dates of future meetings be noted. 
 

  
The meeting ended at 7.15 pm. 
 
 
 
 

CHAIR 



Agenda Item No. 6
   

 

 

 
Schools Forum 29 April 2014 
 
Report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services 

 
Dedicated Schools Grant Planning Process 2014/15 – Final Update 
 
Purpose of Report   
1. To provide Schools Forum with the final update in respect of the Dedicated 

Schools Grant budget allocation for 2014/15 as at 31 March 2014. 
 
Discussed at HTCF – BWG 
2. No. 
 
Schools Forum Role and Responsibilities 
3. From 1 April 2006, the Schools Budget has been funded by a direct Department 

for Education (DfE) grant: the Dedicated School Grant (DSG). 
 

4. The Forum is the ‘guardian’ of the local Schools Budget, and its distribution 
among schools and other bodies, and therefore must be closely involved 
throughout the development process 
 

 
Actions for Schools Forum 
5. To note the updated and final information in respect of the DSG before the 

commencement of the 2014/15 financial year.  
 

Attachments to Report  
 
6. None. 

 
 
 

Karen Cocker 
Children’s Services Finance Manager 
11 April 2014 
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Agenda Item No. 6 
 
Schools Forum 29 April 2014 
 
Report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services 
 
Dedicated Schools Grant Planning Process 2014/15 - Final Update 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. To provide Schools Forum with the final  update in respect of the Dedicated 

Schools Grant budget allocation for 2014/15 as at 31 March 2014. 
 
Background Consultation 
 
2. At the January, February and March 2014 meetings, reports have been 

presented to Forum in respect of the Dedicated Schools Grant for the forthcoming 
financial year of 2014/15. 
 

3. The DSG can only be used for the purposes of the Schools Budget as defined in 
the School and Early Years Finance Regulations.  
 

4. The DfE present the DSG is in three un-ring fenced funding blocks for the local 
authority: 

 Schools Block;  
 Early Years Block; and 
 High Needs Block   

 
5. Forum have discussed and approved at previous meetings the necessary central 

expenditure controls for 2014/15. 
  

DSG Budget Update for 2014/15 
 
6. At the time of preparing the March report the DfE final DSG update for 2014/15 

was outstanding. This was announced on 31 March 2014. Table 1 has been 
updated (bold and italic) and adjusted in respect of the following items:  
 

i. Early Years Block - based on the estimated Spring 2014 pupil count 
additional budget of £0.414m is expected. This relates to 113 full time 
equivalent nursery pupils located in mainstream and the private and 
voluntary sector at January 2014. 

ii. High Needs Block - the proposed adjustment in respect of 9.6fte 
nursery provision of £0.056m has now been restored after discussion 
with the DfE. 

iii. High Needs Block - the post 16 schools negative adjustment of 
£0.352m reflects the fact that the equivalent funding will be returned to 
Dudley via the Education Funding Agency post 16 schools grant. 
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7. A further in year Early Years Block adjustment is expected in respect of the 
January 2015 early years pupil census.   

        
 Table 1 -Dudley Dedicated Schools Grant 2014/15 at  31.3.14 
 
 

 

 Pupil 
Data 

Unit of 
Funding 

Schools 
Block 

 
£m 

Early 
Years 
Block 

£m 

High 
Needs 
Block 

£m 
Total Funding Pupil Led 42,822 £4,459.29 190.956 
Total Funding Pupil Led 2,788 £3,650.97  10.179
Newly Qualified Teachers  0.065 
Carbon Reduction Commitment Tax 
DfE budget adjustment 

-0.507 -0.015

2 Year Olds Early Education Provider 
funding  

 4.144

Estimated early years funding 
from January 2014 census 

113 £3,650.97  0.414

2 Year Olds Early Education  
Trajectory funding 

 0.506

Baseline Funding  27.913
Post 16 Schools SEN Funding 
Adjustment 31.3.14 to post 16 
schools grant via EFA 

 0.690
-0.352

 Post 16 SEN and 19 -25 LDD non 
school –base allocation 

 1.352

Growth for planned places in the 
High Needs Block. Post 16 non 
schools 18 places at £5,000 

 0.090

High Needs Block growth  - flat rate 
allocation to all LAs 

 0.226

Growth from 2013/14 at 5/12ths   0.110
EFA deductions 2014/15 – advised 
13.3.14: 

 9.6fte nursery provision 
 12 fte The Mere 
 3.8 fte growth special pre 16 
 3 fte red’n post 16 
 3 special post 16 schools 

places removed EFA 

 

-0.056
-0.056
+0.022
-0.020
-0.020

Virement Agreed 2013/14 1.350 -0.263 -1.087
Virement 2014/15 0.014 0.226 -0.240
Final Updated 2014/15 
DSG Budget 

£191.878 £15.191 £28.628

Final DSG Total 2014/15 at 
31.3.2014 

 
£235.697m 
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8. The virement between the blocks for 2014/15, summarised in Table 1, has not 
changed since Schools Forum met and discussed in March: 

 Schools Block – Funding additional placements in independent schools 
for non-SEN pupils. 

 Early Years Block – Increasing the 3 and 4 year old nursery education 
provider rates requires an additional £250k , which is offset by the 
additional DSG funding for increased early years pupil numbers of £22k 
and small reduction on the central expenditure budgets in total. 

 High Need Block – Funding the Schools Block and Early Years Block 
additional budget requirements detail above.  

 
 

Finance 
 
9. The funding of schools is prescribed by the Department for Education (DfE) 

through the School and Early Years Finance (England) Regulations 2013.  
 

10.  Schools Forums are regulated by the regulated by the Schools Forums 
(England) Regulations 2012. 
 

11. From 1st April 2006, the Schools Budget has been funded by a direct grant; 
Dedicated School Grant (DSG). 

 
Law 

 
12. Councils’ LMS Schemes are made under Section 48 of the School Standards and 

Framework Act 1998.  The Education Acts 1996 and 2002 also have provisions 
relating to school funding. 
 

Equality Impact 
 
13. The Council’s Equal Opportunities Policy is taken into account when considering 

the allocation of resources. 
 
 

Recommendation 
 
14. Schools Forum to note the contents of the report and the final updated 2014/15 

Dedicated Schools Grant allocation, as detailed in Table 1. 
. 

 
 
 
 

 
Pauline Sharratt 
Interim Director of Children’s Services  
Contact Officer: Karen Cocker, Children’s Services Finance Manager 
Karen.cocker@dudley.gov.uk Tel: 01384 815382 

4

mailto:Karen.cocker@dudley.gov.uk


 
Agenda Item No. 7 

 

 
Dudley Schools Forum – 29th April 2014 
 
Report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services 
 
Consultation on Fairer Schools Funding in 2015-16 
 
Purpose of Report 
 

1. To inform Schools Forum of the DfE consultation in respect of proposed changes to 
school funding arrangements for 2015-16. 
 

Budget Working Group Discussed 
 

2. Yes – 10 April 2014. 
 

Schools Forum Role and Responsibilities 
 

3. From 1 April 2006, the Schools Budget has been funded by a direct Department for 
Education (DfE) grant: the Dedicated School Grant (DSG). 

 
4. Schools Forum is the ‘guardian’ of the local Schools Budget, and its distribution 

among schools and other bodies, and therefore must be closely involved throughout 
the development process. 
 

Action for Schools Forum 
 

5. To note the proposed response to the consultation on proposed changes to school 
funding arrangements in 2015-16 and provide any comments or views to the Interim 
Director of Children’s Services. 
 

 
Attachments to Report 

 
6. Appendix A – Letter from Director General of the DfE dated 13 March 2014. 
7. Appendix B – Fairer Schools Funding in 2015-16 consultation document. 
8. Appendix C – Proposed consultation response form for on behalf of Schools Forum. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sue Coates 
Senior Principal Accountant 
9 April 2014 
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         Agenda Item No. 7 

 
Dudley Schools Forum – 29th April 2014 
 
Report of the Interim Director of Children’s Services 
 
Consultation on Fair Schools Funding in 2015-16 
 
Purpose of Report 
 

1. To inform Schools Forum of the DfE consultation in respect of proposed changes 
to school funding arrangements for 2015-16. 

 
Background 

 
2. On 13 March 2014 David Laws made a statement to the House of Commons 

concerning fairer funding for schools in 2015-16 and launched a consultation.  On 
the same day the Director General of the DfE (Infrastructure and Funding 
Directorate) issued a notification to all Directors of Children’s services in England. 
For information this letter is attached at Appendix A to this report. 

 
3. The consultation will close on 30 April 2014. 
 

4. Confirmation has been received that all local authorities will be funded at the same 
level in 2015-16 as in 2014-15, however a further £350m has been made available 
to fund the least fairly funded local authorities. 
 

5. The consultation is seeking views in respect of the proposed methodology to be 
applied in determining the allocation of £350m as fairly as possible. The proposal 
is to set a Minimum Funding Level (MFL) that each authority should attract for its 
pupils and schools. If a local authority attracts less than these minimum funding 
levels its budget will be increased so that it meets the MFL identified for that 
authority. 

 
6. The MFL has been set for five pupil characteristics: 

i)  a basic per pupil amount; 
ii)  an amount for each pupil from a deprived background; 
iii) an amount for each pupil who is looked after; 
iv) an amount for each pupil with low prior attainment; 
v) an amount for each pupil with English as an Additional Language. 

 
7. In addition to this a minimum funding level has been set for two school 

characteristics: 
i) an amount for each school (lump sum); 
ii) a minimum funding level for small schools that are essential to serving rural 

areas (sparsity sum). 
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8. Finally, the total MFL is uplifted by a factor to reflect an Area Cost Adjustment 

(ACA). 
 

9. The full consultation document is attached at Appendix B to this report for 
information. Annex A to the consultation document provides detail of the indicative 
Minimum Funding Levels for 2015-16, Annex B to the consultation document 
provides indicative changes to local authority funding in 2015-16, and Annex C 
provides factors for the ACA. 
 

10.  Annex B to the consultation shows 62 authorities that would receive additional 
funding under the proposed indicative funding levels based on 2014-15 pupil 
numbers. These 62 authorities include 23 of the F40 group (lowest funded 
authorities nationally) and 10 authorities from London and the Fringe areas. 
Dudley is not one of the authorities that would receive additional funding and 
based on this methodology currently attracts approximately £1.2m above the MFL. 

 
11. The consultation document was discussed at Headteachers Consultative Forum- 

Budget Working Group (HTCF-BWG) at the meeting on 10 April 2014 and 
comments from the group are included (highlighted in bold)  in the proposed 
response form which is attached at Appendix C. Also included in the response 
form is additional information to support discussion at the meeting (highlighted in 
italics), however this additional information will be removed from the response 
form prior to submission to the Department for Education, once Schools Forum 
has agreed a final response. 

 
Finance 

 
12. The funding of schools is prescribed by the Department for Education (DfE) 

through the School and Early Years Finance (England) Regulations 2013.  
 

13. Schools Forums are regulated by the regulated by the Schools Forums (England) 
Regulations 2012. 
 

14. From 1st April 2006, the Schools Budget has been funded by a direct grant; 
Dedicated School Grant (DSG). 
 

Law 
 

15. Councils’ LMS Schemes are made under Section 48 of the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998.  The Education Acts 1996 and 2002 also have provisions 
relating to school funding. 
 

Equality Impact  
 

16. The Council’s Equal Opportunities Policy is taken into account when considering 
the allocation of resources. 
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Recommendation 
 

17. Schools Forum to note the response to the consultation on the proposed changes 
to school funding arrangements in 2015-16 at Appendix C and provide any 
comments or views to the Interim Director of Children’s Services. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pauline Sharratt 
Interim Director of Children’s Services  
Contact Officer: Karen Cocker, Children’s Services Finance Manager 
Karen.cocker@dudley.gov.uk Tel: 01384 815382        
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          Appendix A 

Department for Education 
Sanctuary Buildings 
Great Smith Street 
London SW1P 3BT 
 
Tel: 0370 000 2288 
Email enquiry form: 
www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus 

 
 
 
 
To all Directors of Children’s Services in England   

13 March 2014 
 
Dear Colleague,  
 
 
Reforms to the school funding system 

I am writing to you because we have made an important announcement today about 
the next phase of school funding reform for 5 to 16 year olds.  This will begin to 
address the unfairness of the current funding system and provide some help to 
authorities that are the least fairly funded.  

 

For 2015-16, the Government’s first priority for schools funding is stability. The 
Department will fund all local authorities at least at the same cash level per pupil as 
in 2014-15 – continuing the protection that we have given since 2011. Once this 
commitment is met we plan to allocate an additional £350m to schools in 2015-16. 
 

The document we have published today sets out proposals to distribute this funding 
to local areas most in need. To do so, we will ensure that every local authority 
attracts a minimum funding level for every pupil and every school.  Where there is a 
gap between a local authority’s budget and what it needs to meet our new minimum 
funding levels, the Department for Education will give the local authority additional 
funding to close that gap. Where a local authority’s budget already exceeds those 
minimum funding levels, no change will be made to the amount of per pupil funding 
that it receives from DfE.  This means that no local authority’s and no school’s 
level of funding per pupil will fall as a result of this proposal. 

 
We are also proposing to continue the minimum funding guarantee, which means 
that for most schools, their funding per pupil cannot drop by more than 1.5% per 
year.   
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We do not plan to make any further changes to the way in which local authorities can 
distribute funding in 2015-16 – although we will carry out a review of the sparsity 
factor that we introduced in 2013, to understand if any small changes to its operation 
would be helpful. 
 
You can participate online in the public consultation by filling in the form that is 
available at www.education.gov.uk. The consultation will close on 30 April 2014.  I 
look forward to hearing your views on our proposals during the public consultation 
period. 
 

 
Andrew McCully 
Director General –Infrastructure and Funding Directorate 
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     Appendix C 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Consultation Response Form 

Consultation closing date: 30 April 2014
Your comments must reach us by that date 

 

 

 

Fairer schools funding in 2015‐16 
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If you would prefer to respond online to this consultation please use the following 
link: https://www.education.gov.uk/consultations 

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, 
may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information 
regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 
1998. 

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain 
why you consider it to be confidential. 

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your 
explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but 
no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic 
confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as 
binding on the Department. 

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other 
identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the 
majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to 
third parties. 

 
P
 

lease tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.  

  

Reason for confidentiality:  

   
Name:  Schools Forum / Ms P Sharratt (Interim Director of Children’s Services) 

 
P
 

lease tick if you are responding on behalf of your organisation.  

 
N
 

ame of Organisation (if applicable): Dudley Schools Forum 

 Dudley MBC 
Address:    

Directorate of Childrens Services 
Westox House 
Trinity Road 
Dudley 
W est Midlands DY1 1JQ 
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If your enquiry is related to the DfE e-consultation website or the consultation process in 
general, you can contact the Ministerial and Public Communications Division by e-mail: 
consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the 
Department's 'Contact Us' page. 

 

Please mark the box that best describes you as a respondent. 

 
 

  
Maintained school 

 
 

 
Academy  Local authority 

 
 

  
Governor 

 
 

 
Bursar  

 
Parent 

    
Schools forum 

 
 

 
Trade union 
organisation 

 
 

Other 

 

  

Please Specify: 
Combined response on behalf of Schools Forum and Director of Children’s Services. 

 

1 Do you agree that the existing distribution of schools funding is unfair? 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

  

Comments: 
The current distribution is based on historical levels of funding which are not 
reflective of actual need. 
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2 Do you agree with our proposed choice of characteristics to which to attach minimum 
funding levels? 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

 

Comments: 
No comment 
 
Basic per pupil £2,845 (Primary), £3,951 (KS3), £4,529 (KS4)  
Deprivation  
FSM6 £893 / £1,080 
IDACI 1-6 (Primary £237 - £741), (Secondary £321 - £894)  
LAC £1,009 
Low Prior Attainment (LPA) £878 / £1,961 
EAL £505/ £1,216 
Lump Sum £117,082 / £128,189 
Additional sparsity schools serving  rural communities up to £53,988  (NA for Dudley) 
ACA Various (Dudley 1.0033) 
Based on the above methodology Dudley Minimum Funding Level (MFL) per pupil is £4,432  
compared to actual funding received £4,459. Dudley is currently funded at approximately £1.1m 

bove the MFL. a 

 

Given our proposal to set minimum funding levels such that we can afford to fund all 
local authorities at those levels or above in 2015-16, do you agree with the proposed 
values of the minimum funding levels? 

3 a) Age Weighted Pupil Unit 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

3 b) Deprivation 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

3 c) Looked-after children 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 
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3 d) English as an additional language 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

3 e) Low prior attainment 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

3 f) Lump sum 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

3 g) Sparsity 

    
Yes 

 
 

 
No  

 
Not Sure 

 

  

Comments: 
Agree with the proposed values for the above.  
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4 Do you agree that labour market cost differences should be taken into account as we 
allocate the £350m? 

 
 

  
Agree 

  Disagree  
 

Not sure 

 

  

Comments: 
 
A factor to reflect regeneration based on IDACI data should be used rather than a 
factor based on labour cost market differences. 

 

 

5 Do you agree this should be calculated using the hybrid approach we have set out? 

 
 

  
Agree 

  Disagree  
 

Not sure 

 

 

Comments: 
See response to Question 4. 
4 regional pay bands (Inner London,Outer London,the Fringe , Rest of England). 
Based on School Workforce Census 2012, ave place in salary range compared this value for 
Rest of England to value if in one of 3 other pay bands. 
Ratios as below: 
Inner London        1: 1.1897 
Outer London        1: 1.0996 
Fringe                    1: 1.0298 
Rest of England    1.0000 
Non-teaching staff element (based on Department for Communities and Local Government 
(DCLG) labour cost adjustment. 
A split between teaching and non-teaching ratio is calculated for each LA based on most recent 
S251 data. 
Dudley Teacher cost adj. 1.0000 / non teaching 1:1.0122.   Hybrid 1: 1.0033 
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6 If you do not agree that we should use a hybrid approach, what would you prefer we 
used? 

 
 

  

Use teacher pay 
bands only  

 
 

Use a general labour 
market measure only  

Use an alternative 
method 

 

  

Comments: 
See response to Question 4. 
 
 

Sparsity Review 

7 We introduced a sparsity factor for the first time in 2015-16. How helpful has this 
factor been in ensuring that sufficient funding is targeted at small schools serving 
sparsely populated areas? 

    
Useful 

 
 

 
Not useful  

 
Not sure 

  

Comments: 
There should be additional support available for small schools serving sparsely 
populated areas. 
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8 Do you think it would be useful to revise the criteria for the sparsity factor to take into 
account the average number of pupils in each year group, rather than the number of 
pupils in the school? If so how? 

 
 

  
Useful 

  Not useful  
 

Not sure 

 

  

Comments: 
No comment. 

 

 

9 Are there any other changes you would like to suggest to improve the operation of this 
factor, and why? 

  

Comments: 
No comment. 
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Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to 
acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below. 

 
P
 

lease acknowledge this reply.  

 
E
 

-mail address for acknowledgement: sue.coates@dudley.gov.uk 

Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different 
topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, please confirm below if you 
would be willing to be contacted again from time to time either for research or to send 
through consultation documents? 

    
Yes  

  
No  

All DfE public consultations are required to meet the Cabinet Office Principles on 
Consultation 

The key Consultation Principles are: 

 departments will follow a range of timescales rather than defaulting to a 12-week 
period, particularly where extensive engagement has occurred before 

 departments will need to give more thought to how they engage with and use real 
discussion with affected parties and experts as well as the expertise of civil 
service learning to make well informed decisions  

 departments should explain what responses they have received and how these 
have been used in formulating policy 

 consultation should be ‘digital by default’, but other forms should be used where 
these are needed to reach the groups affected by a policy 

 the principles of the Compact between government and the voluntary and 
community sector will continue to be respected. 

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact 
Aileen Shaw, DfE Consultation Coordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: 
aileen.shaw@education.gsi.gov.uk 

Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation. 

Completed responses should be sent to the address shown below by 30 April 2014 

Ministerial and Public Communication Division, Level 2, Department for Education, 
Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, DARLINGTON DL3 9BG 

Send by e-mail to:  
SchoolFunding.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk 
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