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 Objection Letters Summaries 
  

Letter 
No 

Objection 
codes 

Status Signatures Summary 

42 1, 2, 3, 4 Parent 1 Parking hazards.  
Community links.  
Links to Darkhouse Church and facilities.  
Adult classes. 
Outdoor activities. 
Balance between community and church schools. 
Disruption to children. 
If school can be an annex, then must be viable to be 
kept open as it is. 

43 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9 

Parent 1 Eliminating surplus places.  
Admissions at other schools.  
Council didn’t listen to suggestions. 
Building at other schools. 
Accommodation. 
Lack of consideration for children. 
Educational and psychological needs. 
Freedom of choice. 
Driving to school. 
Quality of Highfields school and staff. 
School environment  

44 1, 2, 3, 4 Parent 1 Parking hazards.  
Community links.  
Links to Darkhouse Church and facilities.  
Adult classes. 
Outdoor activities. 
Balance between community and church schools. 
Disruption to children. 
If school can be an annex, then must be viable to be 
kept open as it is 

45 1, 2, 3, 4 Parent 1 Parking hazards.  
Community links.  
Links to Darkhouse Church and facilities.  
Adult classes. 
Outdoor activities. 
Balance between community and church schools. 
Disruption to children. 
If school can be an annex, then must be viable to be 
kept open as it is. 

46 1, 2, 3, 4 Parent 1 Parking hazards.  
Community links.  
Links to Darkhouse Church and facilities.  
Adult classes. 
Outdoor activities. 
Balance between community and church schools. 
Disruption to children. 
If school can be an annex, then must be viable to be 
kept open as it is 

47 1, 2, 3, 4 Parent 1 Parking hazards.  
Community links.  
Links to Darkhouse Church and facilities.  
Adult classes. 
Outdoor activities. 
Balance between community and church schools. 
Disruption to children. 
If school can be an annex, then must be viable to be 
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kept open as it is. 

102 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 
16, 24 

Parent 1 Primary Review responses and proposals. 
Petition. 
Voting process. 
Councillor’s governorship of Primary schools. 
Letters of preference for new school. 
Birth rates. 
School Organisation Committee approval. 
OFSTED reports.  
Visit from Headteacher of Christ Church. 
Pre school facilities. 
Over subscription. 
Building plans. 
Interests of children. 
Wasted efforts. 

116 2, 4, 7, 10 Parent 1 Emotion and socially impact on children. 
Disruption to education.  
Alternative proposals.  
Local community. 
Achieving goals. 

151 7, 8, 10, 
11, 16, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 
22, 23 

MP 1 Inadequate response to initial consultation. 
Education Department overwhelmed. 
Respondents rejected Authority's plans. 
Failure to inform Borough MPs. 
Support for individuals and groups affected by 
changes.  
Well being of students, families staff and 
community. 
Loss of careers / job relocation. 
Traffic flow. 
Customer reduction for local businesses.  
Guarantees in place. 
Special Needs Students. 
Providing a choice. 
Quality of teaching. 
Rationale of choice. 
Political representation. 
Area of high deprivation. 
Minority ethnic concentration. 
Value of land. 
Reinvestment into education. 
Alternative uses of spare space. 
Funding. 
Reputation of the Authority. 
Time limit on Consultation period. 
Birth rates. 
Immigration. 

152 1, 7, 8, 10, 
24, 25, 26, 
27  

Unknown 1 Nursery school facilities. 
Secured funding and Ofsted registration. 
Alternative proposals. 
Original consultation. 
Inadequate information. 
Parental choice. 
Smaller schools.  
Parking hazards. 
Community. 
Social cohesion. 
Socially deprived area. 
Governors' plans. 

Page 3 of 9 



153 1, 2, 3, 4 Parent 1 Parking hazards.  
Community links.  
Links to Darkhouse Church and facilities.  
Adult classes. 
Outdoor activities. 
Balance between community and church schools. 
Disruption to children. 
If school can be an annex, then must be viable to be 
kept open as it is 

193 5, 25 Unknown 1 Responses to the initial consultation 
Eliminating surplus places.  
Admissions at other schools.  
Nursery Facilities. 
Secured funding and Ofsted registration. 
Building at other schools. 
Support for small schools. 
Alternative uses for spare space. 
Offer to work in partnership and offer satellite 
services from the main children's centre.  
Emotional and educational effects on children.  
Year 6 SATs. 
Moving to Secondary School. 
Continuity of provision and maintenance of progress 
levels. 
Facilities. 
Social cohesion. 
Community. 
Socially deprived area. 

194 2, 10, 17, 
23, 24, 27, 
28, 30, 31, 
32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37 

MP 1 Responses and petitions to initial consultation 
process. 
Response to Statutory Notices. 
Consultation process. 
Birth rates. 
Black Country Study. 
Immigration. 
Housing development. 
Pupil numbers. 
Road Safety. 
Alternatives. 
Extra use of space. 
Extended Schools. 
Nurseries. 
Community provision. 
Area of high deprivation. 
Result increase 
Special needs. 
Facilities. 
Extra investments. 

198 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 10, 
24, 25, 27, 
28, 29, 30 

Chair of 
Governors 

1 Responses to the initial consultation 
Eliminating surplus places.  
Admissions at other schools.  
Nursery Facilities. 
Secured funding and Ofsted registration. 
Building at other schools. 
Support for small schools. 
Alternative uses for spare space. 
Offer to work in partnership and offer satellite 
services from the main children's centre.  
Emotional and educational effects on children.  
Year 6 SATs. 
Moving to Secondary School. 

Page 4 of 9 



Continuity of provision and maintenance of progress 
levels. 
Balance between Church and Community places. 
Facilities. 
Safety. 
Social cohesion. 
Community. 
Socially deprived area. 

199 2, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 10, 24, 
25, 27, 28, 
29, 30 

Unknown 1 Responses to the initial consultation 
Eliminating surplus places.  
Admissions at other schools.  
Nursery Facilities. 
Secured funding and Ofsted registration. 
Building at other schools. 
Support for small schools. 
Alternative uses for spare space. 
Offer to work in partnership and offer satellite 
services from the main children's centre.  
Emotional and educational effects on children.  
Year 6 SATs. 
Moving to Secondary School. 
Continuity of provision and maintenance of progress 
levels. 
Facilities. 
Social cohesion. 
Community. 

200 7, 30 Parents 
and 
Carers 

2+ Effect on education. 
Emotional upheaval. 
Facilities. 
Expansion. 
Smaller class sizes. 

252 2, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 10, 24, 
25, 27, 28, 
29, 30 

Parent 1 Responses to the initial consultation 
Eliminating surplus places.  
Admissions at other schools.  
Nursery Facilities. 
Secured funding and Ofsted registration. 
Building at other schools. 
Support for small schools. 
Alternative uses for spare space. 
Offer to work in partnership and offer satellite 
services from the main children's centre.  
Emotional and educational effects on children.  
Year 6 SATs. 
Moving to Secondary School. 
Continuity of provision and maintenance of progress 
levels. 
Facilities. 
Social cohesion. 
Community. 

253 1, 7, 30 Parent 1 Facilities. 
Safety. 
Security. 
Social and emotional effects. 
Disruption to education. 
Environment. 
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265 2, 4, 8, 24, 
30, 38 

Parent 1 Expansion 
Maintenance.  
Promotion. 
Over subscription of neighbouring schools.  
Pre school facilities. 
Safety. 
Security. 
Parking. 
Welfare. 
Community. 
Choice. 

270 2, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 10, 24, 
25, 27, 28, 
29, 30 

Unknown 1 Responses to the initial consultation 
Eliminating surplus places.  
Admissions at other schools.  
Nursery Facilities. 
Secured funding and Ofsted registration. 
Building at other schools. 
Support for small schools. 
Alternative uses for spare space. 
Offer to work in partnership and offer satellite 
services from the main children's centre.  
Emotional and educational effects on children.  
Year 6 SATs. 
Moving to Secondary School. 
Continuity of provision and maintenance of progress 
levels. 
Facilities. 
Social cohesion. 
Community. 
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Itemised Points of Objection. 
 

Obj Code Objection point 
1 An issue that has not been fully addressed is parking.  To the alternative schools on 

offer, parking is a potentially dangerous hazard as there is no provision for it.  This 
will get worse if pupil numbers increase.  Highfields has safe, off-road parking thanks 
to a partnership with a neighbouring church and so this does not cause any 
disruption to the highways or to any other children. What plans will be implemented to 
deal with this issue? 

2 Highfields is a focal point for the already deprived local community and closure will 
take this away from them. There are strong links with Darkhouse church and their 
facilities are used to run adult education classes to help this community.  Highfields 
also holds outdoor activities which local people are invited to. To close the school will 
lead to a decline in feelings of social identity and belonging in a community that 
already feels it is ignored and neglected by its local authority. 

3 The balance between community and Church schools in the area will be out of 
proportion if Highfields closes. 

4 Children are scared, disappointed and will feel out of place in another school. 
Obviously the schools will work to smooth the process of moving but it is inevitable 
that the children and parents will feel like outsiders. 

5 Closure of Highfields would only mean that 70 surplus places are eliminated from the 
system.  Instead of increasing admissions at other local schools, why not decrease 
them slightly?  This would then eliminate the surplus at Highfields.  

6 The Council intends to build 7 new classrooms at surrounding schools to cope with 
the intake of Highfields pupils.  Why do this when there are already 7 suitable 
classrooms at Highfields?  Why spend even more money on the building work? 
There is also room to expand at Highfields if needed. 

7 Our children and teachers will be placed into larger class sizes and new 
environments if Highfields closes.  Not only does this affect learning but also 
increases stress and anxiety.  How is this beneficial to education? This contradicts 
the Government’s promise of smaller class sizes. 

8 Parents should have a right to choose the school they wish their children to attend.  
By closing Highfields you are taking this choice away from us. 

9 The alternative schools proposed are not within walking distance.  Children would 
have to be driven to school which will increase pollution and reduce the amount of 
exercise the children now get.  These are both big issues for the local council and the 
Government.  How do you justify this?   

10 No consideration or adequate response has been given to the questions, suggestions 
and proposals put forward in the original consultation.  These proposals would have 
achieved the same numbers DMBC require whilst still keeping three schools open.  

11 Is it true that only 785 responses were received to the initial consultation and that 
these mostly had negative feedback to your proposals? 

12 How can a fair vote to these proposals be taken ‘on block’?  Surely at least one 
school out of the 5 could have had an alternative proposal considered? 

13 The local authority has already asked parents to state their school preference if 
Highfields closes.  Why do they need this information now when Highfields has not 
even closed yet?  Surely the Schools Organisation Committee still have to approve 
your plans? 

14 It has come to our attention that one of the alternative schools on offer, Hurst Hill, has 
just failed an OFSTED report.  Can this be confirmed? 

15 Christ Church is a small school which is already over-subscribed.  How do you intend 
to fit Highfields pupils into this school?  You have stated that there are plans to build 
at this school.  When were they submitted to the council?  Can they be viewed?  How 
quickly will they go through?  What is the normal time for agreeing such applications?  
Will there be an added cost to the taxpayers?  What are the costs of this expansion 
compared to keeping Highfields open? 

16 Was this already a ‘done deal’ and have our efforts to save our school been in vain?  
It seems the consultation was merely a paper exercise as the council need to cut 
costs. 
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17 The local authority has failed to ensure people have been properly notified of the 
statutory notices and told how they can respond. 

18 DMBC failed to inform all four Borough MPs of their plans until after informing the 
local media. 

19 Will there be support available for the pupil’s, their families and the community as a 
whole while they adjust to these changes? 

20 Teachers, administrators, support staff and all other staff at the school will be 
affected by potential losses of careers or job relocation. 

21 Dudley citizens will be affected by the change in traffic flow and business owners will 
be affected by the reduction in customers. 

22 DMBC has not specified exactly where additional funding will come from in order to 
‘merge’ and build new schools. Nor does the Authority specify land available for new 
schools. 

23 The rise and fall of birth rates are cyclical and cannot be predicted just on a current 
low point.  ONS data actually suggests birth rates could be increasing, not falling.  

24 Surveys carried out by Highfields show that if they offered nursery facilities, more 
parents would choose the school for their children.  School Governors have already 
secured the funding and OFSTED registration to do this and the provision was due to 
be launched in January 2006 but the plans are now on hold.  This would have gone a 
long way to reducing any surplus places that may exist at present.  

25 The responses to the original consultation were so heavily paraphrased that the 
opinions contained in them were not adequately conveyed to council members who 
therefore came to a decision based on inaccurate and misleading information. 

26 The proposal to close the school has caused much anger and is seen as another 
attack on a socially deprived area by distant, uncaring bureaucracy.  It has given rise 
to feelings of resentment against the other schools who are rightly or wrongly seen as 
the benefactors of Highfields’ demise. 

27 Dudley Education Authority has decided that a school of less than 210 pupils is 
unviable.  Many other LEAs up and down the British Isles support successful schools 
much smaller than Highfields will ever become, especially with the Governors plans 
to manage the falling roll situation. High quality education can still be offered and staff 
structures altered to reflect pupil numbers. 

28 Governors had recently bid to develop a children’s centre on site.  Whilst this bid was 
unsuccessful because there was a more experienced provider in the area, the offer 
had been made for Highfields to work in partnership and offer satellite services from 
the main children’s centre. This is something that would have benefited our local 
community tremendously. 

29 There are particular concerns regarding Year 6 children.  This is probably the most 
important year in their primary education yet they will have to move school in the 
middle of it.  They may also have different teachers and senior leaders. All of this 
would be extreme unsettling for them, particularly with the pressure of KS2 SATs on 
them as well.  After getting through that they would then have to transfer to 
secondary school.  In effect they will be moving school twice in the space of 9 
months. 

30 Children will be forced into schools that do not offer the same high quality range of 
facilities that are on offer at Highfields.  This is also combined with the ethos, 
environment, highly qualified staff, security, large playing fields and new equipment at 
the school.  In effect, the educational opportunities for the pupils will be comprised by 
moving to a new school that cannot offer the same standards. 

31 The impact of policies such as child tax credit, increased support for childcare, better 
maternity and paternity pay and leave, and the Child Trust fund on birth rates has not 
been taken into account. 

32 External factors such as immigration and the Black Country Study have not been 
taken into account when predicting birth rates in the area. 

33 The council has not taken into account the impact increased housing development in 
the area will have on pupil numbers in the future.  
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34 For children to move from Highfields to Hurst Hill will mean they have to cross the 
busiest road in the Borough which is counter to both the council’s and the 
Governments guidelines. 

35 What thought has been given to using part of the buildings to expand other much 
needed community provision? 

36 Standards are increasing rapidly at Highfields having just achieved record SATs 
results. 

37 54 of Highfields’ children have special needs and the school has been complimented 
by the local authority on the provision it makes for them. 

38 Highfields School is set back from the road so not everyone is aware that the school 
is there. This could be addressed with better signage and Dudley LEA promoting the 
school more as an alternative for parents in the area. This would help increase our 
numbers. 

 
 

 

Page 9 of 9 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


	Appendix 8B - HF Summary objection letters and itemised points of objection.pdf
	Appendix B
	Objection Letters Summaries
	Summary



