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Daily COVID-19 cases in Dudley

Original strain - March 2020 (no widespread testing)

Alpha strain  - winter 2020
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Daily number of COVID-19 positive patients 
admitted to Russells Hall Hospital
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Cumulative number of COVID-19 positive patients 
admitted to Russells Hall Hospital
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Daily count of patients with COVID-19 in ventilation 
(intensive care level) beds in Russells Hall Hospital
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Data source: Secondary user service (SUS), ONS - year population estimates, 2020





COVID-19 related admissions (age 
standardised rate per 100,000 
population)

534 968 1702
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Deaths in Dudley by month where COVID-19 was the underlying cause
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Covid-19 - the right test helps protect us all
There are two different types of Covid-19 test. To make 
sure you are taking the right test, answer this question:  
Why are you taking a test?

Symptoms or close contact = 
PCR Test

No symptoms =                  
Lateral Flow Test (LFT)

Free boxes of rapid tests (LFTs) can 
be ordered online for collection or 
delivery - find and order to your local 
collection point at 
www.dudley.gov.uk/symptomfree

Find local test sites and how to get a 
home test at 
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus 
For help and support with 
self-isolating visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/self-isolation

Is it sent 
away for 
processing?

3

Results 
received:

Within up 
to 

72 hours

Tells if 
you have 
Covid-19?

3

Can be 
checked for 
variants?

3

Play your part - 
protect Dudley borough

Is it sent 
away for 
processing?

7

Results 
received:

Within 
15-30 

minutes

Tells if 
you have 
Covid-19?

3

Can be 
checked for 
variants?

7

I don’t feel well, I want to 
check if my symptoms are 
from a Covid-19 infection
For advice on symptoms, 
see reverse

I don’t have any symptoms, 
but I’ve been told I am a 
close contact of somebody 
with Covid-19, and I have 
been advised to get tested 

I feel fine and have had 
my second vaccine but 
I want to check if i have 
non-symptomatic Covid-19 
so I don’t pass it on to my 
friends and family

My workplace has asked 
me to take regular Covid-19 
tests to keep an eye out for 
non-symptomatic Covid-19
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The wider impact 
of COVID-19 on the 
health and wellbeing 
of people in Dudley
In the last two chapters we focused 
on the unfolding of the COVID-19 
pandemic and our response to the 
challenges this presented. But whilst 
that was happening there were still other 
threats, opportunities, weaknesses 
and strengths, affecting the health and 
wellbeing of the people of Dudley.  

On 23 March 2020, the UK went into 
its first national lockdown to reduce the 
incidence of COVID-19 cases among 
the population. The social distancing 
and lockdown measures that were 
introduced to keep us safe during the 
pandemic have led to major changes in 
the way society functions. It has directly 
impacted Dudley’s health and wellbeing. 
But the effect of COVID-19 stretches 
wider than this and has indirectly 
affected almost every aspect of life.

While many indicators of health and 
wellbeing in Dudley are favourable 
compared to the norms in England, we 
still have much to do. Those individuals 
who were the most disadvantaged 
before the pandemic began have 
suffered from a greater risk of infection 

and death from COVID-19 infection. 
They have also been hit the hardest by 
wider impacts that have arisen from 
social distancing measures. 

This chapter demonstrates that the 
pandemic has exposed and amplified 
the persistent inequalities across Dudley, 
both in terms of the direct impact of 
COVID-19 and the indirect impacts of 
COVID-19 across health, wellbeing and 
the wider determinants of health and 
wellbeing.  
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