Dudley

Metropolitan Borough Council

Meeting of the Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny
Committee

Monday, 27t March, 2023 at 6.00pm
in Dudley Town Hall, St James’s Road, Dudley

Agenda - Public Session
(Meeting open to the public and press)

1. Apologies for absence

2. To report the appointment of any substitute members serving for this
meeting of the Committee.

3. Toreceive any declarations of interest under the Members’ Code of
Conduct

4. To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 23 January,
2023 as a correct record (Pages 5 to 20)

5. Household Waste and Recycling Centre, Stourbridge and Pop-up Site
Performance (Pages 21 to 29)

6. Cycling Provision in Dudley (Pages 30 to 33)
7. Public Forum
8. Action Tracker (Pages 34 to 38)

9. To consider any questions from Members to the Chair where two clear
days notice has been given to the Monitoring Officer (Council Procedure
Rule 11.8).
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Distribution:
Councillor P Dobb (Chair)
Councillor T Russon (Vice-Chair)

Councillors C Barnett, C Bayton, K Casey, R Collins, C Eccles,
J Elliott, J Foster, S Henley, M Rogers, K Shakespeare and Vacancy

Chief Executive
Dated: 17" March , 2023
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To continue to protect vulnerable people, you are asked to note the
following information when attending meetings:-

¢ Do not attend if you feel unwell; if you have tested positive for Covid-
19; if you are self-isolating or if you suspect that you are
symptomatic.

e \Windows/doors will be opened to provide adequate ventilation.

e Sanitise your hands when arriving and leaving the building and wash
your hands regularly.

e Hand sanitiser and antibacterial wipes are available at various
locations.

e People suffering from long term conditions or living with vulnerable
people are encouraged to wear face masks in meeting rooms,
communal areas and when moving around the building. Surgical
masks are available at reception.

e All people are encouraged to be vaccinated to limit any potential ill-
health effects.

e Be respectful of everyone’s personal space and preferences when
you attend meetings.

e If you cannot maintain distancing or in a crowded environment,
please wear a mask

Public Gallery
e Seating in the public gallery is subject to limits on capacity and will
be allocated on a ‘first come’ basis.

Toilets

e Toilet facilities are available on site and are subject to safety
measures that are in place. All the toilets have hand washing
facilities.

No smoking

e There is no smoking on the premises in line with national legislation.
It is an offence to smoke in or on the premises. You cannot use e-
cigarettes and/or similar vaping devices.

In Case of Emergency

¢ Inthe event of the alarms sounding, please leave the building by the
nearest exit. There are Officers who will assist you in the event of
this happening, please follow their instructions.
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Submitting Apologies for Absence

Elected Members can submit apologies by contacting Democratic
Services (see our contact details below).

Private and Confidential Information

Any agendas containing reports with ‘exempt’ information should be
treated as private and confidential. It is your responsibility to ensure
that information containing private and personal data is kept safe
and secure at all times. Confidential papers should be handed to
Democratic Services for secure disposal. If you choose to retain the
documents you should ensure that the information is securely
stored and destroyed within six months.

General

Public Wi-Fi is available in the Town Hall.

The use of mobile devices or electronic facilities is permitted for the
purposes of recording/reporting during the public session of the
meeting. The use of any such devices must not disrupt the meeting
— Please turn off any ringtones or set your devices to silent.
Information about the Council and our meetings can be viewed on
the website www.dudley.gov.uk

If you need advice or assistance

If you (or anyone you know) requires assistance to access the
venue, or if you have any other queries, please contact Democratic
Services - Telephone 01384 815238 or E-mail
Democratic.Services@dudley.gov.uk

If you are reading these documents on an electronic device, you
have saved the Council £7.00 (on average) per printed agenda and
helped reduce the Council’s carbon footprint
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Minutes of the Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny
Committee

Monday 23 January, 2023 at 6.00 pm
in the Council Chamber at the Council House, Priory Road,
Dudley

Present:

Councillor D Corfield (Chair)

Councillor P Dobb (Vice-Chair)

Councillors C Barnett, C Bayton, K Casey, J Elliott, J Foster, S Henley, M
Rogers and T Russon

Dudley MBC Officers:

| Newman (Director of Finance and Legal Services), R Millard (Senior Principal
Accountant), A Vaughan (Interim Director for Public Realm), G Scholes (Interim
Lead for Climate Change), N McGurk (Head of Transport and Highway
Services), J Deakin (Waste Operations Manager), E Bradford (Head of
Neighbourhood Services), S Cooper (Head of Corporate Landlord Services), S
Griffiths (Democratic Services Manager) and G Gray (Democratic Services
Officer)

Also in Attendance:

Mr T Weller and Mr M Richards (Member of the Public by invitation)

Together with 2 members of the public.

24 Chairs Comments

Councillor D Corfield expressed thanks for the condolences and support
received by himself and his family during his recent bereavement.
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25

Apology for Absence

An apology for absence from the meeting was submitted on behalf of
Councillor K Shakespeare.

26

Substitute Members

There were no substitute Members appointed for this meeting of the
Committee.

27

Declarations of Interests

No Member made a declaration of interest, in accordance with the
Members Code of Conduct, in respect of any matter considered at the
meeting.

28

Minutes

In referring to the minutes of the meeting held on 215t December, 2022,
Councillor S Henley requested that an amendment be made to his
comments under Minute no. 19(c), in that he had requested that
consideration be given to amending the times of refuse waggons that were
collecting household waste from residents to reduce holding up traffic,
which in turn would help reduce air quality.

In referring to Minute no. 19(k) Mr T Weller requested an amendment be
made regarding his concerns in relation to Climate science, in particular
relating to raising resource depletion rather than resource completion,
together with the reduction of fossil fuels.

Mr T Weller also referred to Minute no. 20(m) requesting that the minute

be amended to advise that the Council should not have trams or busses
and to utilise what was already available.
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Resolved

That, subject to the amendments above, the minutes of the
meetings held on 215t December, 2022 be approved as a correct
record and signed.

29

Medium Term Financial Strategy

A joint report of the Chief Executive, Director of Finance and Legal, Deputy
Chief Executive and Interim Director of Public Realm was submitted
regarding draft Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) to 2025/26, with
emphasis on those proposals relating to the Committee’s terms of
reference. Items directly relevant to this Committee were those in relation
to Public Realm.

In presenting the report submitted, the Director of Finance and Legal gave
an overview of the report, and in doing so, stated that the draft MTFS had
been developed based on the Chancellor's Autumn Statement on 17
November, 2022, which provided the national totals with the Local
Government Finance Settlement for 2023/24 confirmed on 19" December,
2022.

The Director of Finance and Legal confirmed that the Medium-Term
Financial Strategy reflected the revised spending proposals and forecasts
of likely resource availability identified a total service spend of £304.2m for
the 2023/24 financial year, rising to £309.4m and £310.4m for the 2024/25
and 2025/26 financial years respectively. It was noted that the Local
Government Finance Settlement had identified an additional £2.1m each
year, with proposals being identified and incorporated within the final
MTFS for consideration. The final version of the report would be
considered by Cabinet in February 2023 and Full Council in March 2023.

Arising from the report, Members asked questions and made comments.
Responses were provided where appropriate as follows:-

a) Councillor J Foster noted that the MTFS would be reported to other
Scrutiny Committees, however, it was considered that the
information contained in the report did not contain enough
information or any indication concerning what impact each item
would have on Climate Change and Environment. It was therefore
suggested that the Director of Finance and Legal obtain information
regarding the impact on Climate Change from the Interim Lead for
Climate Change for future reporting.
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The Director of Finance and Legal acknowledged the observations
made and advised that this was useful feedback for the budget next
year.

b) In referring to paragraph 55 of the report submitted, Councillor C
Barnett raised concerns regarding the information in relation to
Energy from Waste. It was considered that the information had the
potential to be confusing or misunderstood with the impacts on the
Energy to Waste facility or that they did not deliver on Net Zero
targets.

c) In responding to comments made by Councillor C Bayton in that the
MTFS report did not specify what budget had been allocated to
Climate Change and Environment and that further detail was
needed highlighting what elements of the budget should be
considered by the Climate Change and Environment Committee,
the Director of Finance and Legal advised that further information
would be ascertained and incorporated into the final report.

Resolved
That, subject to comments made above, the proposals for the

Medium Term Financial Strategy to 2025/26, as set out in the report
and Appendices to the report submitted, be noted.

30

Carbon Reduction Plan

The Committee received a presentation from the Interim Lead for Climate
Change on the Carbon Reduction Plan. In presenting the information it
was reported that the Climate Plan Scorecards had been assessed and
scored by qualified Climate Emergency UK volunteers, and that the
Council’s Climate Plans and any related documentation after 2015 and
before 20" September, 2021 had been assessed and scored as part of the
Climate Change Action Scorecards.

The presentation showed that Dudley had scored zero points in the
assessment, which had been mainly due to the Council not having any
published plans or plans in place that did not qualify between 2015 and
20" September, 2021. It was advised that although progress had been
made, further work was needed.
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The Interim Lead for Climate Change provided statistical information
regarding the breakdown of Dudley Emissions per sector and information
concerning the Mitigation rates of C02 from energy. It was noted that
although Dudley were behind on the Mitigation rate, officers were confident
that Dudley would be able to improve to stay within the recommended
carbon budget.

Further consideration would be given to the methodology of the seven
sections including Building and Heating, Transport, Governance and
Finance, Planning, Biodiversity, Collaboration and Engagement.

It was considered that in comparison with the other Council’s, Dudley was
deemed to be mid-range and that plans for over half of the Council’s in the
Country had not been established or that the information used on their
activity had been taken from 2019.

It was reported that CLS Consultancy on behalf of Dudley MBC had
carried out a baseline assessment of the corporate estates and that work
was being undertaken to review eleven corporate buildings, which gave
scope for insulation and fabric improvements. The baseline assessment
would give the Council aspirations for the next 5 years and provided
concepts for decarbonising corporate buildings. It was advised that the
work undertaken had been completed in September and would be
reflected into the wider Carbon Reduction Plan.

An internal working group to drive forward behavioural change had held
their first meeting in August and that it was considered important to reflect
the work undertaken by this group into the wider plan on Carbon
Reduction.

The Interim Lead for Climate Change reported that an assessment
regarding the commercial benefit of Solar Photovoltaic Panels had been
carried out in October, 2022 and it had been noted that solar economics
on solar panels were more favourable.

It was advised that work was ongoing in relation to the development of the
Dudley Carbon Reduction Plan, including a review on commissioning and
consultants during February, 2023 for the Wider Borough Plan to support
the aspirations of the West Midlands. A complete plan and list of actions
where funding was needed would be issued and funding opportunities
would be explored. The final draft Carbon Reduction Plan, incorporating
engagement and consultation outcomes, would be submitted to Cabinet in
September, 2023.
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A priority action plan had been set out to include baseline data from CLS
Consultancy who identified an invest to save scheme that could be set up.
It was advised that all opportunities to introduce renewable energy needed
to be considered including further work on the waste plant and local
regeneration.

The Interim Lead for Climate Change commented that the decarbonisation
programme would need to be carried out throughout the Dudley Borough
and that work was needed to promote behavioural change for local people
and internally at the Council. The Cabinet Member for Waste
Management and Climate Change expressed his interest in engaging
champions from each Directorate.

In referring to the Planning Policy, the Interim Lead for Climate Change
advised that opportunities were being explored on how to achieve Net
Zero including introducing carbon offset funding, which permitted planners
to request for an offset payment per tonne from developers should their
developments not reach the Net Zero target.

The Chair requested that a further update report be provided in six months
including statistical information in relation to Low Carbon.

Arising from the presentation, Members asked questions and made
comments. Responses were provided where appropriate as follows:-

a) In referring to the Climate Plan Scorecards, Councillor C Bayton
expressed her disappointment that Dudley’s Climate Plan
Scorecard was zero and stated that working alongside the seven
neighbouring Boroughs in the West Midlands would need to be
explored to achieve better outcomes.

b) In responding to questions raised by Councillor C Bayton regarding
the publication of the next set of Climate Plan Scorecards and how
likely Dudley would improve their score, the Interim Lead for
Climate Change advised that the next published scorecards would
be in six years’ time and that information regarding work being
undertaken from now would be accumulated, and reflected in the
next Climate Plan Scorecard.

c) Councillor C Bayton also commented that with reference to the
Dudley Emissions breakdown, it was noted that the 5% focussed on
the public sector would not make an impact and that she would like
to see further progress made in this area.
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d)

9)

In responding to questions raised by Councillor C Bayton and
clarification sought in relation to Corporate Estates funding to
decarbonisation, the Interim Lead for Climate Change advised that
funding would take time to come through and that business plans
would need to be put forward to obtain future funding.

Councillor C Bayton commented that there had been missed
opportunities in the construction of the new Duncan Edwards
Leisure Centre and that running costs may cause problems in the
long run.

In referring to the Climate Plan Scorecards, Councillor C Barnett
expressed his disappointment of Dudley’s Climate Plan Score being
zero and queried as to when the Carbon Reduction Plan would be
published and whether the Plan would provide further detailed
information.

Councillor C Barnett also questioned when the publicity campaign
would be undertaken and commented that residents needed to be
on board and engaged for the Plan to be beneficial.

In response the Interim Lead for Climate Change advised that there
were a considerable number of actions being undertaken, which
would elevate the Climate Plan Scorecard for Dudley, however, an
evidence base was needed to be established. It was advised that
the Cabinet Member for Waste Management and Climate Change
had a greater involvement and that the priority actions were to
consult with residents throughout the Summer and that the draft
Carbon Reduction Plan be implemented by September 2023.

In responding to a question raised from Councillor C Barnett
regarding information on the carbon offset payments, the Interim
Lead for Climate Change advised that the target of Net Zero by
2041 was Borough wide and that behavioural changes and external
consultants would help achieve this. It was advised that the
introduction of carbon offset funding would permit planners to
request for an offset payment of £95 per tonne from developers
should their developments not reach the Net Zero target.

The Interim Director of Public Realm commented that although the
Climate Plan Scorecard was at zero, lessons had been learnt and
that time had been spent during the Summer and Autumn months in
managing to close the gap on funding.
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h)

k)

Councillor C Barnett stated that he hoped that there would be an
improvement on the Scorecards and that Dudley should strive for
more ambition. Councillor C Barnett was of the view that the
carbon offset payments would not be beneficial and that should a
Developer be unable to achieve the Net Zero position then the
development should not go ahead.

In referring to the Dudley Emissions breakdown by sector,
Councillor T Russon referred to the 33% produced by the Transport
sector and indicated that an infrastructure was needed to achieve
Net Zero. It was also commented that there were few Electric
Vehicle charging points situated around the Borough.

In response to questions raised by Councillor T Russon regarding
what plans were in place to investigate moving away from natural
gas on domestic properties and alternative fuels, the Interim Lead
for Climate Change advised that there were timescales in place by
2030 to include Hydrogen as part of the renewable mix, however,
this would be considered in the future. It was advised that
technology would need to be implemented to carry out any strategy
going forward.

The Chair stated that a by-product of any smelting carried out
produced Hydrogen and that alternative fuels would be a significant
item to consider.

The Cabinet Member for Waste Management and Climate Change
advised the Committee that technology needed to be implemented,
which was restricting progress. It was noted that plug in hybrid cars
were now self-charging and that the earlier hybrid cars were using
chargers where they could use petrol which would impact those
with an electric car. It was acknowledged that there was a need to
find people with the relevant skill set and to engage manufacturers
locally.

In response to a question raised by Councillor K Casey concerning
the lack of comparative information with immediate neighbouring
Councils with regard to the information presented on the Climate
Plan Scorecard, the Interim Lead for Climate Change advised that
information of the neighbouring Boroughs Climate Plan Scorecard
could be obtained and circulated to Members.
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m) Councillor K Casey raised questions regarding work force planning,
what measures were needed to attract people into jobs and whether
behavioural change could be achieved with each section. The
Interim Lead for Climate Change advised that there was a structure
and plan in place to build on, and it was recognised that work force
planning required the right technology and skill sets in place.
Further work was also required in relation to appropriate training to
ensure all Directorates were informed.

n) Councillor J Foster commented that any changes needed to be
driven by hearts and minds and considered that it was important for
people to understand how much Climate Change was a priority as
some people did not believe that Climate Change was a problem. It
was considered that the commitment to Climate Change should
feature when considering any future recruitment, promotions or
appraisals. Councillor J Foster also commented that further work
was needed to be undertaken at Senior Management level to drive
home the message to people.

o) The Chair referred to the number of measures undertaken in
response to the 2020 Climate Emergency, including the
appointment of the Interim Lead for Climate Change, which was a
positive undertaking and Officers were continuing to work to provide
information.

p) The Cabinet Member for Waste Management and Climate Change
clarified that Officers were undertaking a significant amount of work
and Officers with the enthusiasm towards Climate Change would be
engaged to become champions. It was advised that once these
Officers were in place, they would be able to provide the Scrutiny
Committee with further information of the work undertaken,
however, it was anticipated that this would take time to implement.

q) Mr T Weller made comments and was of the view that there was no
sense of urgency of Officers and should demonstrate their
commitment towards Climate Change and that with regards to the
Carbon Reduction Plan everything must be reduced. In view of this
it was considered that the Council had not got the basics right by
placing trains back on trainlines. It was also suggested that solar
panels should be installed on all buildings.

Resolved

(1) That the presentation on the Carbon Reduction Plan be noted.
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(2) That a further update and information including statistical
information in relation to Low Carbon be submitted to the Climate
Change and Environment Scrutiny Committee within the next six
months.

(3) That the Interim Lead for Climate Change be requested to provide
comparative information of the neighbouring Boroughs in relation to
the Climate Plan Scorecard and circulate to Members.

31

Corporate Estates

The Committee received a presentation from the Head of Corporate
Landlord Services in relation to the Corporate Estates Strategy. In
presenting the information it was reported that there was an existing
Estates Strategy in place, which was continually being evolved; that the
Council held various properties for different reasons; a regular process to
review, report and confirm if individual properties were fit for their intended
purpose were carried out, providing clear objectives for properties and
being clear on the reasons why the Council held onto and discarded
properties accordingly.

The Head of Corporate Landlord Services provided an overview of the
mainstream of existing buildings and the reasons they were retained,
together with an overview of office sites with leases, structural issues and
annual running costs. It was advised that the totals spend for offices
totalled under £3million, which was due to rise by 12%.

Information was provided at the meeting regarding developing the new
strategy between 2023 and 2028, which involved three phases of work.
Phase one included, agreement as to which sites would be in or out of
scope, collation of high-level data, and seeking agreement from informal
Cabinet on assets to be retained, taking into consideration many factors.

Phase two of the works involved an assessment of the findings from the
external property report, detailing site by site assessments of those sites
remaining in scope from Phase one and recommendations on retained
office need including desk numbers and occupancy proposals. It was
advised that work had been undertaken in buildings on possible location
areas for employees.

Phase three involved the implementation phase and assigning a
programme manager to oversee various projects and delivery of the plan.
It was noted that some projects would be more complex than others and
that the work undertaken in offices and relocating people were being
considered.
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Arising from the presentation, Members asked questions and made
comments. Responses were provided where appropriate as follows:-

a) Inresponding to questions raised by Councillor C Barnett
concerning how far employees and the public would need to travel
to a Council building should buildings be removed and raised
concerns of the potential increase in traffic congestions, the Head of
Corporate Landlord Services acknowledged that this would be a
factor to consider going forward and that there had been a
significant cultural change in working patterns and consideration
would need to be given for the possibility of employees to utilise
assets near to where they live.

b) Councillor T Russon commented that hot desking would be
practical and suggested the possibility of employees working
outside regular Core hours. The Head of Corporate Landlord
Services agreed that working patterns should be reviewed and the
strategy was an opportunity to change current working
arrangements.

Resolved

That the presentation on the Corporate Estates Strategy be noted.

32

Progress Update on the trial of the use of pesticides and maintaining
the Borough’s Green Spaces

A report of the Interim Director of Public Realm was submitted regarding a
progress report on the trial of the use of pesticides and maintenance of the
Boroughs Green Spaces.

The Head of Neighbourhood Services outlined the report submitted and in
doing so advised that the Council, alongside many other authorities, used
Glyphosate as a non-selective chemical to manage weeds throughout the
Borough. Following a report submitted to the Housing and Public Realm
Scrutiny Committee in September, 2021 alternative treatments such as
Katoun Gold, Chikara, foam stream, strimming, weed rippers, hoe and
hand weed and flame guns were considered to be used to reduce and/or
eradicate the use of Glyphosate.

It was reported that during 2022, the Grounds Maintenance Team carried
out trials on alternatives to the use of Glyphosate at four locations across
the Borough. Reference was made to Appendix 1 of the report submitted
demonstrating before and after photographs of areas where alternative
methods had been carried out.
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The Head of Neighbourhood Services advised that public feedback was
received and that 359 weed related enquiries were received between 15t
April and 318t October, 2022. It was noted that 14 enquires related to
roads within areas where weed control trials were being carried out, and
16 formal complaints in relation to weeds were received, 7 of which related
to the practice of weed spraying.

It was considered that the trial had been successful and whilst the Council
safely uses Glyphosate, Officers were aware that there was a view that the
authority should look to move away from its use. It was advised that it
would not be possible to use non-Glyphosate Katoun Gold or Chikara for
the management of hard surfaces and highways.

Members asked questions, made comments and responses were given
where appropriate as follows: -

a) Inresponding to questions raised by Councillor M Rogers regarding
what vehicles were required to transport equipment for the use of
foam stream and whether a quad could be used as an alternative,
the Head of Neighbourhood Services clarified that the equipment
would be transported on a 3.5 tonne vehicle and that the equipment
needed would be too large to fit on a quad vehicle.

b) Councillor M Rogers considered that the report did not identify the
costings for labour and acknowledged that two operatives were
dedicated to undertake foam stream and queried whether the cost
of labouring could be a solution to carry out alternatives.

In response the Head of Neighbourhood Services clarified that all
work carried out for weeding was laborious, therefore, the budget
would continue to be used for labour and that two people were
needed to carry out works.

c) Councillor M Rogers queried the amount of visits undertaken by the
Grounds Maintenance Team to administer the pesticides at the
locations across the Borough. The Head of Neighbourhood
Services confirmed that in order to have the most effective impact,
two visits were required, and that some methods worked better
when weeds were visible and was weather dependent. It was
confirmed that Chikara and Katoun Gold were used initially followed
by a second treatment of Katoun Gold.
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d)

f)

g)

Councillor C Eccles commented that the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds had labelled pesticides as dangerous to wildlife
and that it was considered that Glyphosate could be a possible
carcinogen. It was suggested that mechanical weeding should be
considered to be used before the use of pesticides to maintain
weeding and that comparison costs for undertaking work manually
should be collated. It was considered that there had been no
discussions or community involvement to help maintain the
Boroughs green spaces and that residents had made a number of
complaints regarding the brown stains created by the use of
pesticides.

Councillor C Eccles further considered that there had been no
ambition or attitude to move away from the use of Glyphosate, and
referred to previous concerns raised at the Housing and Public
Realm Scrutiny in 2021. Councillor C Eccles suggested reports had
not covered the possibility of the use of planting or building
wildflower meadows, which would save on mowing.

In response, the Head of Neighbourhood Services advised that
wildflower meadows and mowing were separate and that the
Grounds Maintenance Team carried out mowing dependent on the
weather. It was acknowledged that the use of pesticides needed to
be reviewed and that thousands of sites were being reviewed with a
view to using alternative techniques to move away from pesticides.

Councillor C Eccles suggested that the Cabinet Member for
Highways and Public Realm be consulted to review the use of
shrub beds in the Borough and further work undertaken on street
cleansing. It was reported that residents had requested to plant,
however, had been informed that there was no budget to carry this
work out.

The Head of Neighbourhood Services acknowledged the comments
made and undertook to liaise with the Cabinet Member for
Highways and Public Realm. It was reported that the Green Care
section was currently going through a restructure and a review was
being undertaken on working practices.

Councillor T Russon commented on the staining on the pathways

and the road after the use of pesticides and enquired as to the cost
to seal edges to stop weeds growing out.
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h)

k)

In responding to comments and queries raised the Head of
Neighbourhood Services clarified that sweeping was carried out
where weeds can grow, that weeds were treated accordingly,
however would be still present, therefore, a follow up sweep was
undertaken. It was advised that sealing up edges would be a
difficult task to do.

Councillor J Foster suggested that alternative ways to reduce the
use of pesticides be reviewed, and requested that the Cabinet
Member for Highways and Public Realm explore the costing of
planting wildflowers.

In response the Head for Neighbourhood Services confirmed that
weed control on hard surfaces would still be needed and would look
at and tackle wildflower planting. It was acknowledged that there
were benefits to planting, however, what type, where to plant and
finding the right products would need to be considered.

Mr M Richards considered that there was evidence that the use of
Glyphosate could not be used safely and that although the report
had advised that Officers used pesticides in line with regulations,
reports had been published to advise that Chikara and Katoun Gold
had both been described as hazardous.

In responding to a number of questions raised by Councillor C
Barnett, the Head of Neighbourhood Services clarified that weeds
maintenance was undertaken by Council employees and the
structure was currently being reviewed. It was stated that the work
had to be balanced due to the varying season and that there was a
need to get the right people in the right place at the right time. It
was advised that should there be an investment towards
wildflowers, there would need to be an understanding of the
suitability of where the wildflowers could be planted. It was
acknowledged that other methods of weeding would need to be
reviewed, however, this would be a challenge to undertake.

In referring to the recommendations set out in the report submitted,
Councillor M Rogers stated that he did not agree to the
recommendation in regards to the use of non-Glyphosate, Katoun
Gold and Chikara due to this being considered as a herbicide and
pesticide, which would wipe out insect life and in turn would
invalidate the recommendation of planting wild flowers.
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Resolved

(1) That the report on the Progress update on the trial of the use of
pesticides and maintaining the Boroughs Green Spaces be noted.

(2) That the Cabinet Member of Highways and Public Realm, in view of
the Scrutiny Committee comments as set out above, considers the
use of alternative methods in place of non-Glyphosate, Katoun
Gold/Chikara, for managing grass edges and obstacles and shrub
beds as part of future annual weed control programmes.

(3) That a review of shrub beds undertaken by Officers to determine
their current condition and appropriateness during 2023/24, be
supported.

(4) That the Cabinet Member for Highways and Public Realm be
recommended to consider commissioning a detailed review of
where foam stream could be used effectively and including a review
of sweeping schedules across the borough.

(5) That the Cabinet Member for Highways and Public Realm, in
consultation with the Head of Neighbourhood Services, be
recommended to explore costings in relation to the planting of
wildflowers.

33 Public Forum

A member of the public was in attendance and requested that climate
change should be considered in relation to domestic property insulation;
referred to an insect crisis and the significant impact this would have on
the environment. He also considered that substantial progress had been
made by the Church of England in relation to the environment and climate
change in comparison to the Local Authority.

Mr M Richards raised concerns that public transport was not referenced in
the Transport Policy but predominantly related to fleet transport.

Another member of the public welcomed the report and was encouraged
by the useful comments made by Members concerning the Carbon
Reduction Plan, the speed of plans and need of greater ambition. It was
suggested that further information should be provided to residents in
relation to insulation and retrofit grants, and that consideration be given to
any support that could be given in applying for grants.
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The member of public further suggested that Officers and Council
employees undertake a carbon literacy test.

Mr T Weller commented on the Carbon Reduction Plan and in doing so
advised that the Council urgently needed to protect and enhance nature by
biodiversity.

In tribute to Councillor D Corfield’s son, Ben Corfield, Mr T Weller had
created a woodland area dedicated to him and was known as the Ben
Corfield Lorry Park Woodland area at Frankly.

34 Action Tracker
Resolved
That the Action Tracker as outlined in the report, be noted.
35 Questions Under Council Procedure Rule 11.8

There were no questions to the Chair pursuant to Council Procedure Rule
11.8.

The meeting ended at 8.10pm

CHAIR
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D U d ley Agenda Item No. 5

Metropolitan Borough Counci

Meeting of the Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny Committee -

27" March 2023

Report of the Interim Director of Environment

Household Waste and Recycling Centre, Stourbridge and Pop-up Site

Performance

Purpose

1.

To present the usage and performance of the Household Waste &
Recycling Centre, Stourbridge and the Pop-Up Site, Dudley.

Recommendations

2.

It is recommended that the Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny
Committee review the contents of this report and that any identified issues
are referred to the relevant Cabinet Member and Interim Director of
Environment to feedback and inform future decisions.

Background

3.

This report is intended to provide members of the Committee with an
update on the usage and performance of the Household Waste & Recycling
Centre, Stourbridge and the Pop-Up Site, Dudley. The report also includes
details of recent changes in waste legislation applicable to the disposal of
waste.

Household Waste & Recycling Centre, Stourbridge

The Council provides a Household Waste & Recycling Centre at
Birmingham Street, Stourbridge operated on behalf of the Council by a
contractor HW Martin who has the risk and reward of providing the service
with no additional costs paid on any increase in tonnages or fluctuations in
the commodity market.
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5. Robust contract management systems in place which include monthly
liaison meetings are held to discuss the running of the site and to
implement any improvements that are required to keep the site compliant
by using the best available practises. Regular site visits are also undertaken
to ensure the site is operated to the standard expected and to meet the
requirements of our residents.

6. The current contract is worth circa £2 million per annum and is due to
expire in April 2024.

7. The site is only closed on 3 days of the year 1%t January, 25" December
and 26™ December. It opens 7 days per week 8:00am to 4:00pm with the
last scheduled booking each day at 3:40pm. The site is also open for an
additional 2 hours, one day per week, from 4pm to 6pm from 15t April to 30
September. This used to be on a Thursday but was moved to Monday in
July 2022. The later opening hours are included in the contractual
arrangement with HW Martin. Additional late night weekday opening
arrangements have previously been in place, but these were removed in
July 2022 as the 2-hour additional opening period consistently yielded less
than 40% attendance and did not justify the additional costs incurred.

8. The site operates a free of charge van and trailer e-permit scheme. The E-
permit allows residents to access the site in a commercial-type vehicle
(such as a van, pick-up) or with a car towing a trailer. The E-permit is
issued against the vehicle registration and the household address. The
vehicle registration cannot be used against two addresses and a household
may hold only one permit at a time. It is not permissible to apply for a permit
for both a commercial-type vehicle and a trailer or a second commercial
type vehicle. For vehicles over 2 metres tall access is restricted to a
Wednesday only as the site barrier needs to be lifted. Permit holders are
limited to 12 visits in a 12-month period. The permit continues until all visits
have been completed.

9. The site is strictly for household waste and recyclables only and trade
waste is not accepted. Trade waste is defined as waste arising from any
trade, business, industrial or commercial activities. Anyone who has
received any payment for carrying waste or produces waste from their work
cannot take this waste to the Household Waste & Recycling Centre.

10. Site Booking Capacity:
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11.

12.

e Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday — 611 total (max 135 small
vans or cars with trailers & 476 cars)

e Wednesday — 545 total (66 vans over 2 metres, max 135 small vans
or cars with trailers & 344 cars)

e Saturday and Sunday — 799 total (max 135 small vans or cars with
trailers & 664 cars)
Weekly Total — 4587 vehicles

Additional hours on a Monday during the summer period increases capacity
by a further 156 vehicles

Household Waste & Recycling Centre - Tonnage Throughput — see
Appendix 1

Household Waste & Recycling Centre — Usage since November 2021 — see
Appendix 2

Pop-up Site, Lister Road, Dudley

The Pop-up Site currently operates on the car park opposite Lister Road
Depot on the third Saturday of every month with a capacity for 311 cars
between 8am and 3:30pm.

Items that can be disposed of at the pop-up site include green waste, wood,
scrap metal, small electrical items, residual waste, bricks, rubble,
plasterboard, household waste, general recycling mattresses and furniture.

Oils and hazardous waste are not accepted at the site.

Site Usage

Number

of Slots No % No Completed
Date Booked | Confirmed | Shows | Cancellations | Shows Daily Total
22/10/2022 287 142 79 66 35.70% 64.30%
19/11/2022 332 199 60 73 23.20% 74.50%
17/12/2022 344 201 64 79 24.20% 64.80%
21/01/2023 388 224 80 84 26.30% 72.30%
18/02/2023 369 276 35 58 11.30% 89.00%
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Site Throughput

MATERIALS 22/10/2022 | 19/11/2022 | 17/12/2022 | 21/01/2023 | 18/02/2023
Scrap Metal 440 1460 460 580 620
Bricks/Rubble 1740 1920 1620 2100 3660
Wood 2040 4580 2980 4940 4540
General Waste (Landfill) 2080 1300 1180 1740 2340
Residual Waste 1040 3740 3120 3890 3980
Green Waste 460 860 760 480 320
Recyclables 100 240 65 85 125
SDA & White Goods 550 625 820 965 1450
Mattresses/Furniture N/A 2020 1560 2360 2640
Total Weight (kgs) 8450 16745 12565 17140 19675

Pop up site — Ward usage — see Appendix 3
Finance
13. There are no direct financial implications in receiving this report.
Law

14. The Council has a Statutory duty under Section 51(1) (b) of the
Environment Protection Act 1990 to provide at least one free of charge
facility where residents can bring their household waste and for the disposal
of waste so deposited.

15.

With effect from 15t January 2023 the existing legislation requires that Waste
Domestic Upholstered Seating (WUDS) containing Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POPs) are destroyed to prevent lasting environmental harm and
impacts on the food chain. This means any waste containing POPs must be
incinerated and must not be re-used, recycled, or landfilled as they contain
bioaccumulating fire retardant chemicals.

Risk Management

16 There are no direct risks in receiving this report.

Equality Impact

17. There are no special considerations to be made with regard to equality and
diversity in noting and receiving this report.

- ,
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Human Resources/Organisational Development

18.

There are no specific direct human resources issues in receiving this report.

Environment/Climate Change

19.

20.

21.

22.

The contractor is continually exploring other disposal routes to reduce
operational costs and to divert as much waste as possible from landfill.

The current reuse shop at the Household Waste & Recycling Centre,
Stourbridge needs to be improved and become a permanent structure
rather than covered by temporary shelters. It would allow the potential for
an interested community group or charity stakeholder to establish a repair
shop which would benefit the residents of the borough.

This report refers to multiple council priorities including the Climate Change
and sustainability pledge for decarbonisation and will inform the Council’s
action on Climate Emergency in line with the Council’s ambition to be
Carbon Neutral by 2030.

It builds on Dudley’s ‘Forging a Future for All' objectives:

e Climate commitment, creating a sustainable borough on its way to net
zero carbon emissions, improved air quality and zero waste to landfill.

Council Priorities

23.

The report refers to multiple council priorities.

Andy Vaughan
Interim Director Environment Directorate

Contact Officer: Jim Deakin - Head of Waste & Transport Services

Telephone: 01384 818391
Email: jim.deakin@dudley.gov.uk
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Appendices
Appendix 1 - Household Waste & Recycling Centre, Stourbridge - Tonnage
Throughput

Appendix 2 - Household Waste & Recycling Centre - Usage (since November
2021)

Appendix 3 - Pop-Up Site - Ward usage

n 1_,,.,1"-"
Bl ? J 1 J]'[| l L ‘J ;M”*""m-\m
Dudley ..o i hi o iy p g q

-.v.«v

26



Appendix 1 - Household Waste & Recycling Centre, Stourbridge - Tonnage Throughput

Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 Jul-22 Aug-22 Sep-22 Oct-22 Nov-22 Dec-22 Jan-23 Feb-23 Mar-23 Total
Disposal (tonnes)
Landfilled Waste

Civic Amenity Waste to Incinerator | 333.84 | | 23818 286.86| 349.88| 297.30] 251.62] 24.64 | | | | [ 1,782.32]
Civic Amenity Waste to Landiill | 3616] 31048 77.72]  38.02] 4532 2204| 1170 246.42| 184.64] 227.32] 230.76] | 1,439.58 |
Total tonnes landfill ¥ 96367 367227 133147 73667 114707 83207 35727 27286 "7 227247 264687 25692 " - 7 192570
Landfill Total % (Max 15%) [ 7.97% 30.64% 10.35%]  6.93%]  9.19%]  7.42%]  3.85%] 29.09%  33.05% 30.13%]  27.99%] [ 16.78%]
Recycling and Reuse

Civic Amenity Waste to Treatment 43.92 56.64 2.18 36.60 87.26 83.18 75.04 384.82
Green Waste 13536 | 127.30| 180.12| 109.34| 11256] 112.28] 100.90 87.60 53.82 58.10 97.02 1,174.40
Wood 25180 26855| 266570 241.30| 284.18| 24844 198.98| 199.39| 121.03| 19144| 19276 2,453.57
Chipboard -
Cardboard 31.34 35.24 28.94 27.96 28.52 33.28 26.30 32.92 22.00 39.28 28.74 334.52
Paper 10.90 13.36 9.56 11.98 11.66 12.32 13.51 83.29
Metal - Ferrous 46.00 31.58 44.67 34.31 35.76 38.89 41.77 14.85 37.97 25.66 36.58 388.04
Metal - Non Ferrous 413 1.77 3.05 1.03 0.77 3.58 14.33
Fridges & Freezers (Units x 45kg) 19.53 19.98 17.74 20.19 22.24 21.69 17.85 15.71 17.47 16.64] TBC 189.03
CRTs (Units x 20kg) 4.16 4.91 4.04 4.20 6.01 3.52 3.37 5.40 3.94 417] TBC 43.71
Glass - Green or Mixed 4.91 2.82 8.00 3.76 2.90 5.18 2.44 5.54 2.66 572 2.42 46.35
Plastic Bottles 1.06 1.06 1.02 1.02 0.90 5.06
Textiles (Inc Shoes & Bra's) 9.20 8.83 7.32 7.99 9.99 8.44 8.92 6.57 6.35 9.05 7.21 89.86
Automotive Oil (1 gallon=4.5461 litres) 1.80 1.80 2.07 1.80 1.80 1.26 171 1.44 0.36 1.26 15.30
Batteries - Automotive/Lead Acid (S) 2.76 2.67 2.72 3.49 2.38 2.20 2.35 18.56
Batteries - Domestic/Household (D) 0.40 0.44 0.40 0.38 0.37 0.36 0.36 2.71
Gas Cylinders (Units x 10kg) (Reuse) 0.12 0.94 0.74 0.46 0.17 0.21 0.17 2.81
Flourescent Tubes (Container x 60kg) 0.30 0.36 0.46 0.36 0.20 1.67
Tyres 6.70 6.90 13.60
Large WEEE (LDA) 9.10 8.16 7.08 24.34
Small WEEE (SDA) 32.30 13.16 39.82 19.64 31.94 19.40 19.80 22.66 15.86 23.18 26.44 264.20
Gypsum/Plasterboard 12.74 11.92 10.46 2.90 11.06 12.74 13.84 14.68 27.42 10.30 128.06
Hardplastics 4.26 13.64 4.44 13.41 7.66 43.41
Bric a Brac (Reuse & Books) 3.75 3.90 3.31 2.86 4.64 2.81 3.87 0.97 1.45 2.25 29.80
Hardcore 207.20| 24516] 22910 192.86| 221.04] 213.08] 157.60| 12548 62.14 98.46| 116.74 1,868.86
Cooking Oil 0.96 0.64 0.55 2.15
Carpets recycled 7.88 15.02 25.68 52.52 14.88 29.18 145.16
Carpet landfilled 42.88 42.08 42.46 21.64 49.02 44.64 8.02 8.68 29.32 18.82 307.56
Tetrapak 0.21 0.24 0.04 0.28 0.26 0.33 0.66 2.00
Matresses 17.32 14.66 12.96 14.00 20.36 16.52 16.00 17.76 13.28 18.54 17.16 178.56
Total Site Inputs | 1,209.68] 1,198.63] 1,286.73] 1,062.79] 1,248.33] 1,120.90] 928.43] 938.05] 687.65] 878.39] 918.04] - | 11,477.63]
Recycling Rate 2022/23

Total Household Waste 1,209.68 | 1,198.63 | 1,286.73| 1,062.79 1,248.33| 1,120.90] 928.43] 938.05] 687.65] 878.39] 918.04 B 11,477.63
Total Recycling & Recovery 779.48 | 831.41 915.41 702.27 | 783.75] 74040 641.09| 640.55] 460.41 613.71 661.12 - 7,769.61
Recycled & Recovery 64.4%] 69.4%] 71.1%] 66.1%] 62.8%] 66.1%) 69.1%) 68.3%) 67.0%) 69.9%) 72.0%) 67.7%)
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Appendix 2 - Household Waste & Recycling Centre - Usage (since November 2021)
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Utilisation of bookings % onthe | Av.Weight
Amount of Completed Booked on | Booked in day per Booking
Month |Slots Booked| Confirmed | No shows|Cancellations| % No Shows Daily total the day advance booking (kgs)
Nov-21| 15007 12425 1514 1068| 10.7 71.1% 3699 11308| 24.8% 70.8]
Dec-21 14437 11889 1568| 980 11.6 75.7% 2914 11523 20.5% 63.4]
Jan-22| 17483] 13986 1998| 1499 12.4) 82.6% 2658| 14825 15.5% 64.3
Feb-22 14663| 12083| 1485 1095 10.6} 77.0% 3246 11417, 22.4% 68.4]
Mar-22| 18071 14859 1915 1297, 11.5 84.5% 2674 15397 15.1% 81.3
Apr-22 20237 16509 2329 1399 12.4] 77.3% 4147 16090 20.5% 73.3
May-22 19375] 15951 2119 1305 11.6| 69.9% 5234 14141 27.8% 66.9)
Jun-22| 18376 15230 1985 727 11.4| 69.0% 5230 13146 28.0% 84.5
Jul-22| 18460 15460 1825 1175 10.5| 68.4% 5960 12500 32.7% 80.6|
Aug-22| 19711 16527 2012 1172 10.8| 78.6% 5375] 14336 26.4% 64.1
Sep-22| 16663| 13740 1814 1109 11.4) 67.7% 4247 12416 24.9% 81.6|
Oct-22 16329 13626 1626 1077, 10.5 64.4% 5447, 10882 34.4% 67.9
Nov-22| 14530 12160 1468| 902 10.7 61.4% 5128| 9402 35.5% 87.1
Dec-22 13471 11251 1293 927 10.2 61.3% 3886 9585 35.1% 61.1
Jan-23| 17194 14023 1787 1384 10.7 70.8% 4026 13168| 22.9% 60.4]
Feb-23 16308| 14001 1292 1015 8.4 75.4% 4289 12019 26.9% 65.6)
26.3%



Appendix 3 - Pop-Up Site Ward Usage

Oct-22 Nov-22 Dec-22 Jan-23 Feb-23
Total Total Total Total Total
Number of Number Number of Number Number of Number Number of Number Number of Number
Ward bookings completed bookings completed bookings completed bookings completed bookings completed

Amblecote 3 2 0 0 1 1 3 2 0 0
Belle Vale 5 3 1 0| o) 0 8 1 3 2
Brierley Hill 3 0| 2 0 1 0 0 [0) 1 0
Brockmoor and Pensnett 5 1 4 1 5 2] 5 4 6 4
Castle and Priory 32 15 44 22| 58| 35| 47 23 50 42|
Coseley East 19 7| 24 13 16 8 24 11 20 13
Cradley and Wollescote 5 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 1]
Gornal 20| 12 17 12 28| 18 21 14 23 19
Halesowen North 5 3 10 6| 11 6 4 3 5 2]
Halesowen South 3 0 2 0 7 4 3 1 4 2]
Hayley Green and Cradley South 5 2] 5 1] 0 0 2 1] 2 1]
Kingswinford North and Wall Heath 1 1 3 3 2 1] 1 0 3 2
Kingswinford South 3 1] 3 1] 0 0 2 0 1 0
Lye and Stourbridge North 8 2| 1 0 0 0 1 1] 3 0
Netherton, Woodside and St Andrews 32 14 44 34 44 26 54 35 58 45
Norton 3 0| 0 0| 2 2 0 [0) 1 0
Pedmore and Stourbridge East 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Quarry Bank and Dudley Wood 8 4 7 5 8 5 8 6) 9 5
Sedgley 19 10 17 11 25 17 37 23 21 15
St James's 26 13 26 16 41 23 34 23 28 18
St Thomas's 40 27| 88 58| 70| 38| 90 57| 90 75|
Upper Gornal and Woodsetton 34 23 33 16 22 14 40 17 36 29
Wollaston and Stourbridge Town 3 0 1 0 1 1] 2 1 2 1]
Wordsley 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

287 142 332 199 344 201 388 224 369 276
Number of "No Shows" 79 35.7% 60 23.2% 64 24.2% 80 26.3% 34 11.0%
Cancellations 66 73 79 84 59
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D U d ley Agenda Item No. 6

Metropolitan Borough Counci

Meeting of the Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny Committee
— 27 March 2023

Report of the Interim Director of Environment

Environment Directorate - Cycling Provision in Dudley

Purpose

1. To present the current progress report on all matters associated with
Cycling provision across Dudley Borough.

Recommendation

2. It is recommended that the Climate Change & Environment Scrutiny
Committee review the contents of this report and that any identified
issues are referred to the relevant Cabinet Member and Service
Director to feedback and inform future decisions.

Background

3. This report is intended to provide members of this Committee with an
update in relation to the Cycling provision in Dudley alongside the
development of future strategy and infrastructure planning.

Dudley’s Cycle Network Update

4. Until recently, the majority of investment in cycle infrastructure within
Dudley borough has been focussed on off road routes generally
through parks, open spaces and canal towpaths, with on road
(segregated) facilities being limited in scale and generally incorporated
into other highway schemes when opportunities arise.
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10.

During the Covid pandemic and in particular as part of Covid recovery
the Government has placed an increasing emphasis on investment
and provision of active travel measures. This is further demonstrated
by the creation of Active Travel England, updated design guidance on
Cycling and specific national funding streams, such as the Active
Travel Fund.

Improving infrastructure and wider support for active travel clearly
supports the Council’s overall Transport aims, our regeneration and
sustainable growth aspirations, the Climate Emergency response and
also helps achieve better public health outcomes.

As part of the development of the new West Midlands Local Transport
Plan, Dudley are keen to develop specific transport proposals for the
borough and the provision of new and improved cycle infrastructure will
be a key component of that.

Funding has already been secured and work has already started on the
development, design and delivery of new cycle routes on a number of
key corridors across the borough, including the A456, A4123, A461,
A4101 and A459. In addition, work is also underway to start looking at
how we can improve walk and cycle connectivity to our town centres
with the aim to embed these ideas into future master plans and
strategies. Clearly, in order to retrofit high quality cycling infrastructure
(to the required Department of Transport design standards) within
Dudley constrained highway network provides a number of challenges
which need to be worked through with Ward Members and residents as
part of the design and consultation processes.

Alongside infrastructure improvements the Council continue to work
with schools and communities on a programme of training and
behaviour change activity and are keen to expand this work as part of
the overall strategy moving forward.

Please note further information on this section and the information set
out above will be given via a presentation in committee by Nick McGurk,
Head of Transport and Highways.

Finance

11.

There are no direct financial implications in receiving this report.
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Law

12. There are no direct law implications in receiving this report.

Risk Management

13. There are no direct risks associated in receiving this report.

Equality Impact

14. There are no special considerations to be made with regard to equality
and diversity in noting and receiving this report.

Human Resources/Organisational Development

15. There are no specific direct human resource issues in receiving this
report.

Commercial/Procurement

16. There is no direct procurement / commercial impact.

Environment/Climate Change

17. This report delivers on a number of key priorities on Climate Change
and reducing emissions across the Borough.

18. The outputs of this progress report shall provide the necessary
evidence/information to inform the Council’s action on Climate
Emergency in line with the Council’s ambition to be Carbon Neutral by
2030.

19. It builds on Dudley’s ‘Forging a Future for All' objectives:

1. Climate commitment, creating a sustainable borough on its way
to net zero carbon emissions, improved air quality, and wider
health benefits.

Creates a pathway for sustainable travel

Creates an evidence base for likely changes in policy and
planning requirements.
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Council Priorities/ Projects

20. This report refers to multiple council priorities.

b
Andy Vaughan
Interim Director of Public Realm

Contact Officer: Nick McGurk, Head of Transport & Highways
Telephone: 01384 815517
Email: nicholas.mcgurk@dudley.gov.uk

Appendices

None
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DUdtley

Metropolitan Borough Council

Agenda Item No. 8

Action Tracker — Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny Committee

Subject (Date of
Meeting)

Recommendation/action

Responsible
Officer/Area

Status/Notes

Carbon Reduction
Plan (28"
September, 2022

Minute No. 11 (5) Submit a full plan to the
Scrutiny Committee once the necessary
information has been obtained and the plan
formulated.

Interim Lead for
Climate Change

Response to be
provided and

Circulated - Ongoing

Air Quality
Monitoring in the
Borough (28™
September, 2022)

Minute No. 12 (2) That the Pollution Control
Officer be requested to consider the
accessibility issues highlighted for various
devices and platforms regarding the GMIS
system.

Minute No. 12 (3) That the Head of Environment
and Trading Standards be requested to provide
further data after the end of the year, specifically
regarding the Wordsley area.

Pollution Control
Officer

The Head of
Environmental
Health and
Trading Standards

For Information

To provide and
circulate further
information once
available
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Climate Change
and Environment
Engagement
Feedback (215t
December, 2022)

Minute No. 19 (2) That the Head of
Communications and Public Affairs and Interim
Director of Public Realm be requested to
provide a breakdown of location and the
properties in which the respondents to the
survey resided, for information.

Minute No. 19 (3) That the Cabinet Member for
Waste Management and Climate Change be
requested to consider prioritising and
maximising the facilities at the Roundhill
Anaerobic Digestion Plant based in Gibbet
Lane, Kinver for food waste for the Dudley
Borough.

Minute No. 19 (4) That a report on progress
made be submitted to the Climate Change and
Environment Scrutiny Committee in six months.

Director of Public
Realm/Head of
Communication
and Public Affairs

Interim Director of
Public
Realm/Cabinet
Member

Interim Director of
Public Realm

To provide further
information once
available and
circulated for
information —
Completed and
circulated to
Members 2" March

To be considered by
Cabinet Member and
response to be
provided and
Circulated —
Completed — Report
requested to be
submitted to July,
2023 meeting

Include the report to
the annual scrutiny
programme for
consideration at the
Scrutiny Committee
July 2023
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Transport Fleet
Services (21
December, 2022)

Minute No. 20 (2) That a further report be
submitted to the Climate Change and
Environment Scrutiny Committee at the first
meeting of the next Municipal Year together
with a feasibility study and programme or prior
to formal approval by the Cabinet.

Transport
Manager

Include the report to
the annual scrutiny
programme for
consideration at the
Scrutiny Committee
July 2023

Carbon Reduction
Plan (23"
January, 2023)

Minute No. 30 (2) That a further update and
information including statistical information in
relation to Low Carbon be submitted to the
Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny
Committee within the next six months.

Minute No. 30 (3) That the Interim Lead for
Climate Change be requested to provide
comparative information of the neighbouring
Boroughs in relation to the Climate Plan
Scorecard and circulate to Members.

Interim Lead for
Climate Change

Interim Lead for
Climate Change

Include the report to
the annual scrutiny
programme for
consideration at the
Scrutiny Committee
July 2023

Response to be
provided and
Circulated
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Progress Update
on the trial of the
use of pesticides
and maintaining
the Borough’s
Green Spaces
(23 January,
2023)

Minute No. 32 (2) That the Cabinet Member for
Highways and Public Realm considers the use
of alternative methods in place of non-
Glyphosate, Katoun Gold/Chikara, for
managing grass edges and obstacles and
shrub beds as part of future annual weed
control programmes.

Minute No. 32 (4) That the Cabinet Member for
Highways and Public Realm be recommended
to consider commissioning a detailed review of
where foam stream could be used effectively
and including a review of sweeping schedules
across the borough.

Minute No. 32 (5) That the Cabinet Member for
Highways and Public Realm, in consultation
with the Head of Neighbourhood Services, be
recommended to explore costings in relation to
the planting of wildflowers.

Interim Director of
Public
Realm/Cabinet
Member

To be considered by
Cabinet Member and
response to be
provided and
Circulated
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Dudley

Metropolit;

Future Business — Climate Change and Environment Scrutiny Committee

Date of Meeting

Work Programme

Responsible Officer/Area

Notes

24t July, 2023
(To be confirmed at
Annual Council)

Use of facilities at the Roundhill
Anaerobic Digestion Plant, Gibbet
Lane, Kinver for food waste for the
Dudley Borough

Transport Fleet Services

Carbon Reduction Plan — Update

Council Motion - planning policies in
relation to renewable energy

Interim Director of
Environment

Interim Director of
Environment

Interim Director of
Environment

Director of Regeneration
and Enterprise

Dates of
Meetings and
Annual Scrutiny
Programme for
2023/24 to be
confirmed in new
municipal year

11th September 2023

To be confirmed

20" November 2023

To be confirmed

22" January 2024

To be confirmed

11t March 2024

To be confirmed
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