Your

Community

FORUM

W CONWAANTIES

Norton, Pedmore & Stourbridge East
and Wollaston & Stourbridge Town

Community Forums involve local people, councillors, the police
and other organisations working together to come up with ideas
and solutions to improve the local community and area.

Tuesday 25" June 2019 at 6.30pm
at St James Church Hall, Belfry Drive,
Wollaston, West Midlands, DY8 3SE

~
Agenda
1. Appointment of chair and vice-chair for 2019/20
2. Welcome, introductions, apologies and declarations of interest
3. Police and Communities Together — Discussion on local policing and related issues
4. Listening to you — News from local community groups; ideas and questions from local
people
5. Working with you — Information and feedback from local Councillors
6. Community Forum Funding — Councillors to make recommendations on report attached
7. Date of next meeting — Thursday 5" September 2019 at Ham Dingle Primary School,
Old Ham Lane, Pedmore, DY9 0UB

Action notes from previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website www.dudley.gov.uk If
you or anyone you know is attending the meeting and requires assistance to access the
venueffacilities, please let us know in advance using the contact details below and we will do our best
to help you.
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For more information about Community Forums:

Visit our website www.dudley.gov.uk/community

E-mail: Community.Forums@dudley.gov.uk h

Contact your neighbourhood policing team at:

stourbridge@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk u e y

Follow on Twitter: @StourbridgeWMP Metropolitan Borouah Council



http://www.dudley.gov.uk/

Norton,
Pedmore & Stourbridge East
and Wollaston & Stourbridge Town
Community Forum

Your Ward Councillors

The contact information for your local Councillors is shown below.

Please take the opportunity to come along to your local Community Forum and let us know
about the issues that matter in your local area.

Pedmore & Stourbridge East

Karen Shakespeare Colin Elcock Mike Attwood lan Kettle Angus Lees Les Jones
Conservyative Conservative Labour Conservative Conservative Conservative

Cabinet 01384 375275 07817 735859 Cabinet Cabinet 01562 720499
07973 376024 07730 882877 01384 392354 01384 390604 07973 504376
07812 113036

Wollaston & Stourbridge Town

Steve Clark Nicolas Barlow Alan Hopwood
Conservative Conservative Conservative
Cabinet Cabinet 07792 523238
07989 202808 01384 370710
07989 174153
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Dudley

Metropolitan Borough Council

Agenda Item No. 6

Norton, Pedmore and Stourbridge East, and Wollaston and Stourbridge Town
Community Forum — 25" June 2019

Report of the Chief Officer Health and Wellbeing

Community Forum Funding

Purpose of Report

1. To consider the allocation of expenditure from the community forum funding
budget for the 2019/20 municipal year.

Background

2. The ten community forums are responsible for allocating expenditure from the
delegated community forum funding budget. The Cabinet, in March 2018
approved a new set of criteria to replace the previous guidelines against which
allocations from the delegated budget should be considered, and are attached.

3. A copy of the application referred to in this report has been e-mailed to Members
prior to the meeting.

Applications for Consideration at this Meeting

Side By Side Theatre Company

4. An application has been received from the Side By Side Theatre Company which
provides people with learning disabilities the opportunity to develop their skills in
the performing arts. With support from businesses, the company has purchased
its own base for the first time — St. John’s Church in Stourbridge — which it plans
to develop into a community theatre space.

5. The group is requesting £5,000.00 towards the electrical work which forms the
first part of the refurbishment work required for the building.

6. The group has not received any funding from the community forum within the last
3 years.



Stourbridge Community Development Trust

7. An application has been received from Stourbridge Community Development
Trust, a community interest company, which aims to develop and support a range
of programmes and initiatives in Stourbridge. The organisation has acquired a
short-term lease on a shop unit in the Ryemarket where it is running the Made In
Stourbridge pop up community shop.

8. The group is requesting £4,905.00 towards delivery of a study programme that
has been developed through partnership with Ridgewood School for pupils less
able with academic subjects to begin designing, making and ultimately learning
how to market and sell their original designs through the Made In Stourbridge
Shop. The funding would contribute towards 6 months staffing costs (£3,380) and
pay for furniture, IT equipment including laptop, tablet and printer, a projector,
audio system, recorder and camcorders.

9. The group has not been awarded any community forum funding within the last
three years.

St Thomas’ Stourbridge PCC

10. An application has been received from St Thomas’ Stourbridge Parochial Church
Council (PCC) which is based at St Thomas’ Church Hall, Market Street,
Stourbridge. The Church provides the hall as a meeting space for local
organisations and charities at affordable rates, and in some cases no cost.

11.The Church is seeking £4,000 towards the total cost of £4,213.20 to purchase
100 folding chairs and two trolleys to move and store the chairs. These will

replace the current heavy chairs, several of which are also damaged.

12.The Church has not been awarded any community forum funding within the last
three years.

Friends of Mary Stevens Park (and Swinford Common)

13.An application has been received from Friends of Mary Stevens Park (and
Swinford Common).

14.The group is seeking £5,000 as a contribution towards the total cost of £57,284 to
install new, more inclusive, play equipment including a wheelchair swing, zipwire,
trim trail and trampoline in Mary Stevens Park. This funding will support an
application to Enovert for up to £50,000, which requires applicants to
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demonstrate that 10% match funding has already been achieved. The Friends
group has also committed £5,000 to the project.

15.The group has not been awarded any community forum funding within the last
three years.

Urgent application considered between meetings

Stourbridge Community Carnival

16.An application was received from Stourbridge Community Carnival requesting
£5,000 to pay for road closures, insurance, first aid, bunting and staging costs for
Stourbridge Carnival on Sunday 7" July 2019. Given that the date of the carnival
is soon after this meeting members agreed to recommend support for the
application as an urgent item. The Carnival organisers also submitted a
supplementary application for £450 to purchase replacement bunting which was
also supported by members of the forum.

Finance
17.Each community forum receives an annual allocation of £10,000 per ward.

18.The balances currently available to spend are as follows:

£ Balance Annual Actual | Committed | Balance to
Bfwd from | Funding Spend award
18/19 19/20 19/20

Norton 13,008.39 | 10,000.00 | 4,590.90 | 5,615.77 *
Pedmore & 21,737.14 | 10,000.00 | 4,592.91 | 7,865.89 *
Stourbridge East
Wollaston & 2,658.76 | 10,000.00 | 4,592.90 | 5,633.11 *
Stourbridge Town
Total 37,404.30 | 30,000.00 | 13,776.71 | 19,114.77 | 34,512.82*

*Ward allocations are pooled across the community forum.




Law

19.The Localism Act 2011 gives the Council a power of general competence to act
in the interests of the Community. Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972
enables the Council to do anything that is calculated to facilitate, or is conducive
to or incidental to, the discharge of its statutory functions.

Equality Impact

20.The awarding of a grant to voluntary and community organisations is intended to
secure general social benefits and improved well-being for members of the local
community.

Recommendation

21.That the forum considers the applications referred to in the report and makes an
appropriate recommendation to the Chief Officer Health and Wellbeing.

e

Chief Officer Health and Wellbeing

Contact Officer: Simon Manson
Telephone: 01384 814713
Email: simon.manson@dudley.gov.uk

List of Background Papers
e The application forms on which this report is based have been emailed to Members
prior to the meeting, but contain exempt information under the terms of part | of

Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

e Criteria for considering funding applications attached.


mailto:simon.manson@dudley.gov.uk
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Funding criteria for applicants — Community Forum and Community
Infrastructure Levy neighbourhood funding

1. Voluntary or community organisations based in Dudley borough, or which benefit
people in the borough, can apply for up to a maximum of £5,000 per year. The
same project will not normally be funded more than once in every three years
(see note 1).

2. Applications should be for local projects i.e. in a particular ward/small number of
wards and not borough wide. Applications should be from a parent organisation
rather than, for example, an individual team within a sports club.

3. Applications should demonstrate how they will contribute to Dudley Council’s aim
to support local people and organisations to work together to improve the local
community or area and encourage local people to be active citizens.

4. Applications may be for capital and/or revenue expenditure (see note 2), but
revenue costs must be one-off or strictly time-limited; ongoing revenue costs will
be the applicant’s responsibility and will not be funded by the council.

5. Applicants are encouraged to demonstrate match funding or efforts to obtain
funding elsewhere/share resources with other organisations.

6. Applications are to be submitted at least 21 days before a forum meeting in order
to be considered at that meeting. Later applications will be held over to the next
available meeting. Genuinely urgent applications may be considered between
meetings at the discretion of community forum members.

7. Once an application is received, where appropriate a council community
development worker will arrange to meet the applicants to provide advice and
support with the application before it proceeds.

8. Applications will only be considered if the application form is completed fully and
the requested documents submitted (see note 3).

9. If appropriate, applications may be recommended for, or redirected to, funding
from other sources.

10. Applicants will need to attend the forum meeting at which their application is
considered to share what they plan to do and answer any questions.

11.A recommendation on the application will be made by the forum’s elected
members to the council’s Chief Officer Health and Wellbeing, or for Community
Infrastructure Levy neighbourhood funding, to the Chief Officer Regeneration
and Enterprise.

12. A funding approval may be given with particular conditions attached e.g.
equipment purchased to be shared with other organisations.
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Notes:

Note 1. Individual community forums reserve the right to make exceptions depending on the
circumstances of the application.

Note 2: Capital — one-off expenditure on buying equipment, vehicles, land or buildings, or carrying out
improvements or new build. Revenue — expenditure on running costs of projects or activities,
including staff costs and purchase of consumable items or services.

Note 3: an alternative way to apply will be available to people who may have difficulty in completing
the application form because of a disability

Terms and conditions of funding

Payment will usually be made once work or an activity has been carried out and/or
goods/equipment purchased and related paid invoices or receipts provided to the
council.

If approved, funding will be provided on the basis that:

1. The funding is spent within nine months of approval by the community forum i.e.
paid invoices/receipts are submitted to the council within this timescale. If (in
exceptional circumstances) funding has been provided in advance, paid
invoices/receipts must be provided to the council within three months or the
money will need to be repaid to the council.

2. A representative of the organisation attends a meeting of the community forum
within twelve months of the application being approved to share feedback about
the difference the funding has made.

3. The organisation uses the funding only for the purpose stated, agrees to provide
any extra information that the Council may require and allows Council officers to
inspect goods/equipment purchased, if required.

4. Any goods/equipment funded are sufficiently insured.

5. The Council’s internal and external auditors have the right to inspect
documentation relating to the funding application.

6. If funding has been awarded based on misleading or inaccurate information, or
the organisation receives funding for the same items from another source, the
organisation will repay part or all of the allocation as required by the Council.



Elected members, when considering community forum
applications:

1.

should apply the funding criteria for applicants in considering applications; the
council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, and the council’s legal
powers must be complied with in dealing with applications;

should declare any interests that they have in any of the applications to be
considered;

will make recommendations on applications for community forum funding to the
Chief Officer Health and Wellbeing who has delegated authority for community
forum funding and to the Chief Officer Regeneration and Enterprise for
Community Infrastructure Levy neighbourhood funding;

are free to decide whether to pool their resources across wards or to use each
ward allocation only for applications relating to that ward,;

may wish to identify with the local community some priorities for their areas on an
annual or other basis and invite grant applications which relate to these;

should allow applicants, who will be asked to attend forum meetings, to present
their applications, and successful applicants, who will be attending a future
meeting, to provide feedback. This will help in establishing accountability and a
clear audit trail for expenditure, as well as sharing learning and inspiration with
other community groups; and

have discretion in dealing with applications at meetings in the absence of the
applicants.



