
Appendix 5 
 

Dudley Metropolitan Borough Children’s Services 

Maximum Timescales for Assessment 
Initial assessment / planning / intervention 

Timescale: maximum of seven working days 

 

 

 

Referral to SSD  
Decision Response 

Timescale: maximum of one working day 

 

 

Strategy Discussion 

Initial Assessment 

 

 

 
 

Children in need 
where there are 
concerns about 
significant harm 

 

  

 

Children in 
need 

 

Care assessment / planning / intervention 
Timescale: maximum of 35 working days 

Decision to undertake core 
assessment 

Section 47 enquiries 

Core and specialist 
assessments / planning 

interventions 

Analysis of needs of child and parenting 
capacity 

Initial Child Protection 
Conference 

Further assessments (in necessary), planning, 
intervention and review

End of contact with SSD 


