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Kingswinford North & Wall Heath,
Kingswinford South and Wordsley

Community Forums involve local people, councillors, the police
and other organisations working together to come up with ideas
and solutions to improve the local community and area.

Wednesday 27t October 2021 at 6.30pm
online on Microsoft Teams
Click on this Link to join the meeting

Welcome and introduction to the meeting
Appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair

Introductions, apologies and declarations of interest

D=

Communities together
e Sharing what is working well in our local communities

e What would we like to see in our local area and how can we improve our community
together?

5. Police update and discussion

6. Community forum funding — Councillors to make recommendations on attached report

7. Arrangements for next meeting

Action notes from previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s website www.dudley.gov.uk If
you or anyone you know is attending and requires assistance to access the meeting, please let us
know in advance using the contact details below and we will do our best to help you.

b @
For more information about Community Forums:

Visit our website www.dudley.gov.uk/community

E-mail: Community.Forums@dudley.gov.uk h
Contact your neighbourhood policing team at: D

brierleyhill@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
Follow on Twitter: @ Bi’lerin!ﬁWMP Metropolitan Borouah Council



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTBlNDg3ZTEtOWMyZi00ZWVmLWJmMDQtZDEzZDczOThjZjAx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e6a7eb3f-ec2a-4216-93de-823d273b1d03%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2256017453-29e6-44ab-8759-ff32cbda6128%22%7d
http://www.dudley.gov.uk/

Kingswinford North & Wall Heath,
Kingswinford South and Wordsley
Community Forum

Your Ward Councillors

The contact information for your local Councillors is shown below.

Please take the opportunity to attend your local community forum and let us know about the
issues that matter in your local area.

Kingswinford North & Wall Heath Kingswinford South

.

Phil Atkins Shaz Saleem Ed Lawrence Luke Johnson Peter Miller Patrick Harley

Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative

07929 662888 07786 196666 07779 306712 07958 146166 01384 832118 Leader of the Council
07910 126757 07976 757449

Wordsley
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Kerry Lewis Matt Rogers Donna Harley
Conservative Conservative Conservative

07949 750832 07929251240 07955 111219

Dudley SAO
sl Bmmmy ...the historic capital of the Black Country
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D U d ley Agenda Item No. 6

Metropolitan Borough Counci

Kingswinford North & Wall Heath, Kingswinford South and

Wordsley Community Forum — Wednesday 27" October 2021

Report of the Director of Public Health and Wellbeing

Community Forum Funding

Purpose

1.

To consider the allocation of expenditure from the community forum funding budget for
the 2021/22 municipal year.

Recommendations

2.

It is recommended that the forum:
e considers the new application referred to in the report and makes an appropriate
recommendation to the Director of Public Health and Wellbeing, and
e notes details of the funding it has allocated since the last meeting of the forum
held on 20" January 2020, prior to the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Background

3.

The ten community forums are responsible for allocating expenditure from the
delegated community forum funding budget. The Cabinet, in March 2018, approved a
new set of criteria to replace the previous guidelines against which allocations from the
delegated budget should be considered, and these are attached. Criteria for any
remaining funding available through the High Street Innovation and Empty Shops Grant
are also attached.

A copy of the application referred to in this report has been e-mailed to Members prior
to the meeting.
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Application for consideration at this meeting

Market Street Allotment Association

An application has been received from the Market Street Allotment Association which
provides 37 allotment plots on its site to the rear of Kingswinford Library. The
association is requesting £5,000.00 towards the overall cost of £6,000.00 to replace
broken fencing to the site.

The association has not received any community forum funding within the last three
years.

Funding allocated since last meeting

Community forum meetings were suspended from mid-March 2020 due to the Covid-19
pandemic, but funding remained open to voluntary and community organisations to
apply for. During the period since the last meeting of this forum, the following funding
has been agreed:

Black Country Community Radio - £3,939.96 for 4 items of equipment for its new
studios at the Waterfront (February 2020).

Greek Cypriot Community of Dudley - £2,500.00 for the hire of premises for Greek
lessons (April 2020).

Sqt. Pepper’s Friendship Club - £1,568.00 for room hire, speakers and entertainment,
catering and transport (August 2020).

Friends of Wordsley Park - £5,000.00 matchfunding for a bid to the Enovert Trust to
develop car parking near to Ashwood Park Primary School (August 2020).

Gourmet Meal Care CIC — £4,782.44 to purchase two cookers and a hotplate (August
2020).

Christmas tree and lights 2020 - £5,126.00 for Christmas trees/lights at Enville Road,
Wall Heath, and Madeley Road, Kingswinford; lights for live trees at Townsend Road,
Kingswinford, Mere Centre, Wordsley, and on-street lighting at Wall Heath,
Kingswinford and Wordsley (October 2020).

AED Donate - £1,990.00 for a replacement defibrillator at Penn Models, Kingswinford
(June 2021).

Arise Youth - £4,145.00 for a video camera and lens, hampers, craft materials, activity
equipment and T-shirts (July 2021).
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organisation.

British Glass Foundation - £2,432.00 towards professional fees for the final phase of
the glass museum’s landscaping and interpretation (September 2021).

Black Country Coaches — £1,875.00 for a programme of training, mentoring and
support to 20 young people in Kingswinford South to get them involved in volunteering
(September 2021)

Christmas tree and lights 2021 - £4,549.15 for a Christmas tree/lights at Madeley
Road, Kingswinford; lights for live trees at Townsend Road, Kingswinford, Mere Centre,
Wordsley, and Enville Road, Wall Heath, and on-street lighting at Wall Heath,
Kingswinford and Wordsley (October 2021).

An application from Arise Church for £500 towards a lunch club for children was
unsuccessful on this occasion as funding had recently been awarded to the

Finance

7. | Each community forum receives an annual allocation of £10,000 per ward. The

balances currently available to spend are as follows:

£ Balance Annual Actual Committed | Balance to award
Bfwd Funding Spend
from 21/22 21/22
20/21
Kingswinford North 7,690.54 | 10,000.00 | 2,725.80 | 4,750.76 10,213.98
& Wall Heath
Kingswinford South | 12,485.50 | 10,000.00 | 2,725.79 | 6,001.77 13,757.94
Wordsley 11,107.88 | 10,000.00 | 666.34 5,364.74 15,076.80
Total 31,283.92 | 30,000.00 | 6,117.93 | 16,117.27 39,048.72

8. | Empty Shops Grant and High Street Innovation Fund - one-off funding was made

available in the 2014/15 financial year for projects which improve the appearance or
economic vitality of an area, with preference to the borough’s centres and high streets.
The remaining value of this funding allocated to the community forum is £108.94.

Guidance about the criteria to be used in making decisions about the allocation of this
funding are attached to this report.

I
,\/‘UMMJMJJ I'L.Jw\fﬂ-v

Working as One Council in

the historic capital of the Black Country

Dudley

_rmj
v/ \A

T
s
yod




Law

The Localism Act 2011 gives the Council a power of general competence to act in the
interests of the Community. Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 enables the
Council to do anything that is calculated to facilitate, or is conducive to or incidental to,
the discharge of its statutory functions.

Risk Management

10.

There are no significant risks involved in the proposal.

Equality Impact

11.

A wide range of voluntary and community organisations across the borough have been
awarded community forum funding. Beneficiaries have included, for example, people
from across all age groups, from different ethnic and religious backgrounds and groups
of disabled people. An equality impact assessment of community forum funding has
been completed.

Human Resources/Organisational Development

12.

A review of community forums was carried out in 2016/17 with a range of
recommendations approved by the Cabinet in May 2017 for developing forums as part
of the council’'s commitment to working more closely with local communities.

Commercial/Procurement

13.

There are no significant commercial or procurement implications.

Cou

ncil Priorities

14.

Community forums contribute to objectives within the Borough Vision, the Council Plan
and the Future Council Programme which focus on healthy, resilient, safe communities
by:

e providing an opportunity for local people, elected members and partners to work
together to identify and progress priorities for their local area

e supporting people to be actively involved in their community by identifying
community assets, connecting people and resources, and enabling people to
share ideas and make positive things happen in their communities

e providing opportunities for local people to influence plans and services which
will impact on the local area

e providing a forum to deal with wider community issues rather than individual
complaints
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e providing funding to groups who demonstrate that they are working alongside
local people and utilising existing community assets wherever possible

e focusing on approaches which support people to be more self-reliant,
independent and co-ordinated in order to increase community resilience

Y 61% -

Director of Public Health and Wellbeing

Contact Officer: Simon Manson
Telephone: 01384 814713
Email: simon.manson@dudley.gov.uk

List of Background Papers

e The application forms on which this report is based have been emailed to Members
prior to the meeting, but contain exempt information under the terms of part | of
Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

o Criteria for considering funding applications attached.
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Dud ley “FORUMS”

Metropolitan Borough Council
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Funding criteria for applicants — Community Forum funding

1.

Voluntary or community organisations based in Dudley borough, or which benefit
people in the borough, can apply for up to a maximum of £5,000 per year. The
same project will not normally be funded more than once in every three years
(see note 1).

Applications should be for local projects i.e. in a particular ward/small number of
wards and not borough wide. Applications should be from a parent organisation
rather than, for example, an individual team within a sports club.

Applications should demonstrate how they will contribute to Dudley Council’s aim
to support local people and organisations to work together to improve the local
community or area and encourage local people to be active citizens.
Applications may be for capital and/or revenue expenditure (see note 2), but
revenue costs must be one-off or strictly time-limited; ongoing revenue costs will
be the applicant’s responsibility and will not be funded by the council.

Applicants are encouraged to demonstrate match funding or efforts to obtain
funding elsewhere/share resources with other organisations.

Applications are to be submitted at least 21 days before a forum meeting in order
to be considered at that meeting. Later applications will be held over to the next
available meeting. Genuinely urgent applications may be considered between
meetings at the discretion of community forum members.

Once an application is received, where appropriate a council community
development worker will arrange to meet the applicants to provide advice and
support with the application before it proceeds.

Applications will only be considered if the application form is completed fully and
the requested documents submitted (see note 3).

If appropriate, applications may be recommended for, or redirected to, funding
from other sources.

10. Applicants will need to attend the forum meeting at which their application is

considered to share what they plan to do and answer any questions.

11.A recommendation on the application will be made by the forum’s elected

members to the council’s Director of Public Health and Wellbeing.

12. A funding approval may be given with particular conditions attached e.g.

equipment purchased to be shared with other organisations.
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Notes:

Note 1. Individual community forums reserve the right to make exceptions depending on the
circumstances of the application.

Note 2: Capital — one-off expenditure on buying equipment, vehicles, land or buildings, or carrying out
improvements or new build. Revenue — expenditure on running costs of projects or activities,
including staff costs and purchase of consumable items or services.

Note 3: an alternative way to apply will be available to people who may have difficulty in completing
the application form because of a disability

Terms and conditions of funding

Payment will usually be made once work or an activity has been carried out and/or
goods/equipment purchased and related paid invoices or receipts provided to the
council.

If approved, funding will be provided on the basis that:

1. The funding is spent within nine months of approval by the community forum i.e.
paid invoices/receipts are submitted to the council within this timescale. If (in
exceptional circumstances) funding has been provided in advance, paid
invoices/receipts must be provided to the council within three months or the
money will need to be repaid to the council.

2. Arepresentative of the organisation attends a meeting of the community forum
within twelve months of the application being approved to share feedback about
the difference the funding has made.

3. The organisation uses the funding only for the purpose stated, agrees to provide
any extra information that the Council may require and allows Council officers to
inspect goods/equipment purchased, if required.

4. Any goods/equipment funded are sufficiently insured.

5. The Council’s internal and external auditors have the right to inspect
documentation relating to the funding application.

6. If funding has been awarded based on misleading or inaccurate information, or
the organisation receives funding for the same items from another source, the
organisation will repay part or all of the allocation as required by the Council.
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Elected members, when considering community forum
applications:

1.

should apply the funding criteria for applicants in considering applications; the
council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, and the council’s legal
powers must be complied with in dealing with applications;

should declare any interests that they have in any of the applications to be
considered;

will make recommendations on applications for community forum funding to the
Director of Public Health and Wellbeing who has delegated authority for
community forum funding;

are free to decide whether to pool their resources across wards or to use each
ward allocation only for applications relating to that ward;

may wish to identify with the local community some priorities for their areas on an
annual or other basis and invite grant applications which relate to these;

should allow applicants, who will be asked to attend forum meetings, to present
their applications, and successful applicants, who will be attending a future
meeting, to provide feedback. This will help in establishing accountability and a
clear audit trail for expenditure, as well as sharing learning and inspiration with
other community groups; and

have discretion in dealing with applications at meetings in the absence of the
applicants.

VNG .V (WA L\‘ﬂ“ﬁw

i il QAL
Didley: .. Nolmesomonnch &

the historic capital o Country



High Street Innovation/Empty Shops Grant Funding Applications

1.

2.

One-off funding has been made available in the 2014/15 financial year for
projects which improve the appearance or economic vitality of an area, with
preference to the Borough’s Centres and High Streets.

The Council will decide which source of funding successful applications will
use, but as guidance for applicants High Street Innovation/Empty Shops
Grant funding will be considered for the following:

Eligible proposals

Proposals will be considered either for Capital or Revenue activities.
Proposals are preferred for projects within the Borough’s defined Principal or
Local Centres, but applications may be considered in any location where
benefits to the local economy or environment may be demonstrated.
Proposals that show a partnership approach (between for example business
and the Community will be preferred).

Ineligible proposals

Proposals which create ongoing revenue costs for the Council. Proposals
must demonstrate how any improvements will be maintained.

Proposals which are required as a direct result of a planning condition,
enforcement action or any other statutory consent.

Proposals that do not have the agreement of the owner or occupier of land or
property affected.

Proposals that do not have a realistic prospect of being granted planning
permission.

Suggested areas of expenditure

Proposals to improve the appearance or condition of empty commercial or
retail premises.

Proposals to improve vacant or unsightly land.

Match funding to support funding bids for the above.

Activities and events to support centres economic vitality.
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