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WARDS: CRADLEY & FOXCOTE

 AGENDA ITEM NO 17

`DUDLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

HALESOWEN AREA COMMITTEE – 13th JULY 2004

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

TWO GATES, CRADLEY: ISSUES RELATING TO
CURRENT LOCATION OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSING FACILITY

1.0 PURPOSE

1.1 To seek Area Committee's views in relation to the positioning of the recently
installed pelican crossing in Two Gates, Cradley, Halesowen, following
representations made by local residents made at your last meeting.

2.0 BACKGROUND

2.1 At its meeting on 19th March 2003, the Council’s Executive Committee
approved the Transport Capital Settlement and Proposed Minor Works
Capital Programme for 2003-4.  This approval was ratified by the full Council
at its meeting on 14th April 2003.

2.2 Detailed locations for proposed pedestrian crossing facilities were approved
by the appropriate Area Committees in their April 2003 cycle.

2.3 Residents of Two Gates made verbal observations regarding the
repositioning of the Pelican Crossing at your meeting of 3rd December 2003.
Therefore, Halesowen Area Committee decided that a second report should
be presented to a future meeting to consider this issue.

2.4 The proposals for pedestrian crossing schemes were advertised on site
between 11th July and 1st August 2003, and in the ‘Express and Star’
newspaper on 11th July 2003.

2.5 On 3rd December 2003, a report was presented to your Area Committee,
detailing public observations and the Council’s responses.  Area Committee
approved the report.

2.6 This report provides greater details of the issues relating to the installation of
the pelican crossing.
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2.7 Issues relating to Pelican Crossings Site

2.7.1 Original Requests For Crossing

2.7.1.1 The management of Caslon Primary School and parents of school children
originally requested that consideration be given to the introduction of a
pedestrian crossing facility in Two Gates near to High Park Road, on the
Cradley side.

Accordingly, Road Safety Officers held meetings at the school attended by
pupils, parents, and school staff.  From these meetings, it was ascertained
that pupils of both Caslon Primary School and Cradley High School cross
Two Gates on the Cradley side of High Park Road.

2.7.2 Recorded Personal Injury Accidents

2.7.2.1 During the three year period 01/04/99 to 31/03/02, which was the assessment
period for this programme of works, four injury accidents were recorded by
the Police for Two Gates, all near to High Park Road, and two in the vicinity of
the crossing location.  Of these accidents, three resulted in child pedestrian
casualties.

2.7.2.2 No other injury accidents were recorded for the remaining section of Two
Gates or in Toys Lane during this time period.

2.7.2.3 General information of the four pertinent recorded personal injury accidents
are shown below:-

(1) Vehicle/Vehicle Accident in Two Gates at High Park Road

Vehicle 1 travelling from Stourbridge direction.  Vehicle 2 travelling from
Cradley direction.  At junction with High Park Road, Vehicle 1 turned
right into High Park Road, smashing into Vehicle 2.

(2) Child Pedestrian/Vehicle accident in Two Gates near to High Park
Road

Child pedestrian got off stationary bus, then walked in front of bus, into
path of overtaking vehicle.

(3) Child Pedestrian/Vehicle Accident in Two Gates near to High Park
Road

Vehicle 1 travelling in direction of Cradley overtook parked vehicle.
Child en-route to school struck by Vehicle 1 whilst crossing road.

(4) Child Pedestrian/Vehicle Accident in Two Gates near to High Park
Road
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Vehicle 1 travelling in direction of Stourbridge overtook parked vehicle.
Child struck by Vehicle 1 whilst crossing road.

2.7.3 Justification for Site

2.7.3.1 Two Gates is part of a classified route between Stourbridge and Cradley and,
as such, is deemed suitable to carry all types of traffic.

2.7.3.2 Two Gates is part of a bus route and a ‘primary route’ for the Emergency
Services, the highest classification given to routes.

2.7.3.3 Both the justification for and the positioning of the pelican crossing is based
primarily on the number of injury accidents recorded along Two Gates.
Following an assessment of the injury accident record for this length of road,
the pelican crossing was identified for inclusion in the Council’s proposed
Local Safety Scheme programme of works for 2003-4.

2.7.3.4 The catchment area of the Caslon Primary School extends well beyond Two
Gates.  The catchment area of Cradley High School includes the Fatherless
Barn estate, on the other side of Two Gates.  The pelican crossing location
provides a natural extension to High Park Road for pedestrians, including
child pedestrians, thereby creating a safe crossing point at a major desire line
across Two Gates.

2.7.3.5 The crossing was installed and became operational in early June.

2.7.4 Advertisement of the Proposals

2.7.4.1 The detailed location for the pelican crossing facility was approved by the
Halesowen Area Committee at its meeting on 2nd April 2003.

2.7.4.2 A Notice setting out the proposal was advertised in the “Express and Star”
newspaper on 11th July 2003.

2.7.4.3 A similar Notice was sited and maintained on-street between 11th July and
1st August 2003.  The Dudley Council Officer who put up and maintained this
Notice can certify as to her actions.

2.7.4.4 On 3rd December 2003, the report concerning comments received during the
advertisement period was presented to, and approved by, Halesowen Area
Committee.

2.7.4.5 At the 3rd December meeting, residents expressed concern that there might
be unnecessary signing connected with the crossing.  Accordingly, it has
been agreed not to introduce any non-essential supplementary signing in
connection with the pelican crossing.

2.7.5 Conclusions of Further Investigation into Issues relating to Pelican Crossing
Site
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2.7.5.1 The pelican crossing was proposed because of an accident record in the
locality and the need to assist school pupils walking to and from Caslon
Primary School.

2.7.5.2 Circumstances connected with road safety issues are still pertinent.

2.7.5.3 It is considered that the proposed site is the best location for the pedestrian
crossing, bearing all factors in mind.

2.7.5.4 The crossing does not interfere with safe access to neighbouring properties.

2.8 Sustainable Transport

The introduction of pedestrian crossing facilities supports sustainability by
assisting pedestrian traffic movements.

3.0 PROPOSAL

3.1 That, having due regard to the views and comments received, Area
Committee supports the installation of the pelican crossing in Two Gates,
Cradley, Halesowen, at the present location.

4.0 FINANCE

4.1 The cost of constructing this crossing was met from the previous year's
Capital Budget.

5.0 LAW

5.1 Pedestrian crossings are provided under powers contained in Section 23 of
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, subject to regulations made from time
to time by the Secretary of State for Transport.

5.2 Guardrails may be provided under Section 66 of the Highways Act 1990.

6.0 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

6.1 The proposals contained within this report comply with the Council's Equal
Opportunities Policy.

7.0 RECOMMENDATION

7.1 That the proposals set out in Section 3.0 of this report be approved.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
DIRECTOR OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT  -  JOHN B. MILLAR

Contact Officer: Graham Isherwood, Ext.5459
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Peter Van Geersdaele, Ext.5437
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