
THE DUDLEY BOROUGH LOCAL ACCESS FORUM (DBLAF) 
______________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
If you (or anyone you know) is attending   Contact: Karen Griffiths 
the meeting and requires assistance to    Tel: 01384 818219 
access the venue and/or its facilities,    Email: karen.griffiths@dudley.gov.uk 
could you please contact Democratic Services             for any queries relating to this   
in advance and we will do our best to help.                   Agenda or if you wish to   
                                                                                       submit an apology. 
 

 
DUDLEY BOROUGH LOCAL ACCESS FORUM AGENDA 

 
The next meeting of the Dudley Borough Local Access Forum will be held at 2:00pm 
on Wednesday 10th July, 2019 in Meeting Room 1 at 3 – 5 St James’s Road, Dudley 
to consider the business set out below:- 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 

2.  Declarations of Interest  

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 20th February, 2019 

4. Rights of Way Improvement Plan – Future Maintenance Programmes 

5. Planning Applications  

6. Access/Rights of Way Issues and Updates 

(a) Footpath and Steps Off Coombes Road, Gorsty Hill, Halesowen –  
R Burgess  
  

(b) Monarch’s Way Signs  

(c) Illey and Lapal Footpath Maintenance Funded by Section 106 Receipts from 
P08/1373 and potential future CIL Funding 
 

(d) Lower Illey between path 107 in Dudley and path 6 in Worcestershire – T 
Pritchard 

 
(e) Footpath H115 Site of Hawne Colliery and Footpath 116 rear of Oil Refinery 

Shelah Road, Halesowen 
 

(f) PROW – H129 and H130 Furnace Coppice, Hawne, Halesowen  
 

(g) PROW – H119 Stour Valley, Hawne, Halesowen 
 
 

The DBLAF is an advisory body established under Section 94 of the Countryside 
and Rights of Way Act 2000, to provide advice as to the improvement of public 
access to land in the Dudley Borough for the purpose of open-air recreation and 
enjoyment of the area.  Its views do not necessarily represent those of the 
Council. 



(h) PROW – H124 and H125 Hawne Bank/Park, Belle Vale to Hawne Lane, 
Halesowen 
 

(i) Footpaths – Oldham/Foxcote area 
 

(j) Footpath H398 Manor Way to site of Fordrove Bridge, Halesowen (not 
shown on the definitive map) – R Burgess 

 
(k) Footpath H359 Amber Way to Chancel Way, Halesowen (not shown on the 

definitive map) – R Burgess 
 

(l) Footpath H250 – R Burgess 
 

(m)Desire line at Hodge Hill, Wollescote (to be added to the Definitive Map as a 
Public Right of Way to connect paths “128 to S133) – R Burgess 

 
(n) Public Footpath/ Bridleway –  H137, 137A, 161 Lutley Lane, Halesowen – R 

Burgess 
 

(o) Request to Stop Up public footpath, section 66 through Stone Mill Walk, 
Upper Gornal 
 

7. Any Other Business 
 

It is requested that Members e-mail Karen Griffiths at the address shown 
on the Agenda cover at least seven clear working days before the 
Meeting, details of any issues that they would wish to raise under this 
Agenda Item. 
 

 Petition requesting the closure of the public footpath from Catherine 
Road to Hurst Road, Coseley 

 
8. Dates of Future Meetings:- 

 
(All Meetings to commence at 2pm in Meeting Room 1, 3 – 5 St James’s 
Road, Dudley) 

  
 Wednesday 25th September, 2019 

 Wednesday 11th December, 2019 

 Wednesday 26th February, 2020 

 Wednesday 8th April, 2020 

 Wednesday 15th July, 2020 
 

 

TO: All Members of the Dudley Borough Local Access Forum namely:- 

 

Mrs T Boothroyd R J Brooks  R Burgess        Cllr C Elcock      

P Greenaway Ms A Nicholls Cllr G Partridge  T Pritchard 

N J Williams  Ms S Yeadon 
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 Minutes of the Dudley Borough Local Access Forum 
 

Wednesday 20th February, 2019 at 2.00pm in Conference Room 1  
at 3-5 St James’s Road, Dudley 

 
Present: 
 
R Brooks (Chair) 
R Burgess, P Greenaway, T Pritchard and N Williams 

 
Officers: 
 
D Jacobs – Project Engineer, D Keeley – Countryside Manager, A Radford – 
Maintenance Manager (Place Directorate) and K Griffiths – Democratic 
Services Officer (Chief Executive’s Directorate).  
 
Also in attendance: 
 
D Rudge – Representative of Friends of Hawne Park 
 
 

 
32. 

 
Apologies for Absence 
 

 Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of  
Councillors C Elcock and G Partridge; T Boothroyd, A Nicholls and S Yeadon. 
 

 
33. 

 
Declarations of Interest 
 

 R Burgess and T Pritchard declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to 
Agenda Item No. 6 – Access/Rights of Way Issues and Updates as Members 
of the Halesowen Abbey Trust. 
 

 N Williams declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to Agenda Item No. 
6(e) – Leasowes Canal Footpath H250 Hedgerow Maintenance and other 
issues as he is a Leasowes Park resident. 
 

  
34. 
 

 
Minutes 

 Resolved 
 

  That the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th December, 2018, be 
approved as a correct record.  
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35. 

 
Change in Order of Business 
 

 Resolved 
 

    That the order of business be varied and the agenda items be considered 
in the order set out in the minutes below. 
 

 
36. 

 
Access/Rights of Way Issues and Updates 
 

  (f) Footpath H115 Site of Hawne Colliery and Footpath 116 rear of Oil 
Refinery Shelah Road, Halesowen 
 

  Members were updated on issues associated with the footpath and it was 
confirmed that there were currently no proposals to develop the area.  It 
was essential that appropriate access was considered and the missing 
statutory signage at each end of the footpath was replaced.  The 
Maintenance Manager undertook to look into the matter and update the 
Forum at the next meeting. 
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  (1) To investigate the possibility of replacing the 
two missing statutory signs located at each 
end of the footpath. 
 

Alan Radford – 
Maintenance 
Manager 

  (2) 
 

That the item be included on the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

  (g) H129 and H130 Furnace Coppice, Hawne, Halesowen 
 

  It was reported that H129 was in good order, however, H130 was slightly 
overgrown and the statutory signage on the path was not clear.  
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  (1) The possibility of relocating the statutory 
signs on the footpath be investigated. 
 

Alan Radford – 
Maintenance 
Manager 
 

  (2) 
 

That the item be included on the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

  (h) H119 Stour Valley, Hawne, Halesowen 
 

  Reference was made to the missing statutory signage and it was 
requested that signs were erected on the footpath. 
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  Action Officer/Member 

 
  (1) The possibility of erecting statutory signage 

on the footpath be investigated. 
 

Alan Radford – 
Maintenance 
Manager 
 

  (2) 
 

That the item be included on the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

  (i) H124 and H125 Hawne Bank/Park, Belle Vale to Hawne Lane, 
Halesowen 
 

  Reference was made to the poor condition of the H124 and H125 paths 
and it was considered essential that improvement work be undertaken to 
ensure that they were safe to use.  A map showing the footpaths was 
circulated to Members and the possibility of officially diverting the H125 
footpath was mentioned.  The Project Engineer referred to the work, costs 
and legal issues involved in diverting an official footpath, however, 
undertook to make enquiries and report back to the next meeting of the 
Forum. 
 

  The 'Bird Nesting Season' was referred to and it was recommended that 
vegetation works (tree or hedge cutting) or site clearance should be 
undertaken outside of the nesting season.  
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  (1) Enquiries be made in relation to the 
possibility of officially diverting the H125 
path, to include work to be undertaken, 
costs involved and any legal implications. 
 

Dave Jacobs – 
Project Engineer 

  (2) 
 

That the item be included on the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 
37. 

 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan – Future Maintenance Programmes 
 

 The Maintenance Manager reported that all work in the 2017/18 maintenance 
programme had now been completed and welcomed suggestions from 
Members in relation to any potential work/repair or maintenance projects for 
consideration for inclusion in the forward plan of the maintenance programme. 
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  (1) That requests be submitted via E-mail to the 
Maintenance Manager on any suggestions 
for potential work/repair or maintenance 
projects for consideration for inclusion in the 
forward plan of the maintenance 
programme. 
 

All Members of 
the Forum 
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  (2) 
 

That the item be included on the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 
38. 

 
Planning Applications 
 

 The Project Engineer updated Members of the Forum on an application 
received in relation to Stopping Up of Public Footpath BH83 from Park Road to 
Maughan Street, Quarry Bank.  The procedure was explained in the event that 
the current landowner(s) could not be identified and the next steps in terms of 
progressing the application.  Members of the Forum would be updated on 
progress at a future meeting of the Forum. 
 

 Future planning applications relating to the major redevelopment and 
regeneration of Dudley Town Centre and the re-designation of the Saltwells 
Nature Reserve were referred to and the Project Engineer indicated that further 
details would be reported to a future meeting of the Forum once applications 
had been submitted. 
 

 
39. 

 
Access/Rights of Way Issues and Updates (Contined) 
 

 (a) Footpath and Steps Off Coombes Road, Gorsty Hill, Halesowen 
 

  The Project Engineer reported on the progress of adopting and 
maintaining the steps off Coombes Road and indicated that notices would 
be erected in the near future.  Members of the Forum would be updated 
at the next meeting. 
 

  It was reported that T Pritchard had recently cleared the area of litter, 
however, it was considered essential that frequent maintenance 
operations were carried out to preserve the area. 
 

  Action 
 

Officer/Member 
 

  That the item remain on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 
 

 (d) Lower Illey between path 107 in Dudley and Path 6 in Worcestershire 
 

  The Project Manager indicated that following numerous attempts to 
contact Worcestershire County Council, he had been unable to arrange a 
meeting with them to discuss arrangements to define the path as a 
definitive path and include on the definitive map.  The issue would 
continue to be pursued and an update would be provided to the next 
meeting of the Forum. 
  

  Action 
 

Officer/Member 
 

  (1) To arrange a meeting with Worcestershire 
County Council to discuss arrangements to 
define the path as a definitive path and include 
on the definitive map. 

Dave Jacobs – 
Group Engineer 
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  (2) That the item remain on the agenda for the 
next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 (b) Monarch’s Way Signs 
 

  R Brooks referred to the progress in relation to submitting an application 
for funding to Community Forums to cover funding required for signage 
and indicated that an update would be provided at the next meeting of the 
Forum.  
 

  Action 
 

Officer/Member 
 

  That the item remain on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 (c) Illey and Lapal Footpath Maintenance Funded by Section 106 Receipts 
from P08/1373 and potential future Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
Funding 
 

  In referring to the ongoing difficulties in securing funding for the repair, 
maintenance and upkeep of the Illey and Lapal footpaths, it was 
suggested that Members consider applying for funding through 
Community Forums for the four proposed gates.  Reference was made to 
the Local Authority supporting the work in terms of ordering the proposed 
gates and delivering them to a specified place, however, options would 
need to be pursued in relation to the installation of the gates.    
 

  In referring to the Section 106 funding, Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) Funding, and the procedure followed for approving funding for 
various projects, R Burgess, on behalf of the Chair undertook to contact 
Councillor H Bills to arrange a meeting with the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Environment and appropriate officers to discuss 
requirements and the possibility of including the project on the Regulation 
123 list. 
 

  The Maintenance Manager confirmed the requirements that qualified for a 
work permit to be obtained prior to work being carried out and the 
procedures that would need to be followed to apply for a works permit.  It 
was confirmed that work which involved either an excavation or restriction 
of the available highway width would require a permit, however, work to 
simply cut back vegetation manually along a right of way remote from a 
surfaced highway and not included in the gazetteer would not require a 
permit.  Work to draft a formal agreement in relation to work of volunteers 
on public rights of way was in progress and updates would be provided at 
a future meeting of the Forum once a workable solution was reached.  
The Maintenance Manager requested that Members contact him direct to 
provide details of any proposed maintenance work in the first instance 
and appropriate advice would be provided.   
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  Action 

 
Officer/Member 
 

  (1) That a meeting be arranged between 
Councillor H Bills with the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Environment and appropriate 
officers to discuss requirements and the 
possibility of including the project on the 
Regulation 123 list. 
 

R Burgess 

  (2) 
 

That the item remain on the agenda for the 
next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 (c) Leasowes Canal Footpath H250 Hedgerow Maintenance and other issues  
 

  R Burgess reported that the Tree Preservation Officer had provided a 
copy of the Tree Presentation Order (TPO) along the canal line to the 
south of the Leasowes and had been given authorisation for maintenance 
work to be carried out on trees that were not included in the TPO.  The 
Countryside Manager advised that R Burgess should contact the Tree 
Preservation Officer direct for an update on procedures followed in terms 
of notifying residents of the TPO. 
 

  Action 
 

Officer/Member 
 

  (1) To contact the Tree Preservation Officer for an 
update on procedures followed in terms of 
notifying residents of the TPO. 
 

R Burgess 

  (2) 
 

That the item be removed from the agenda. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 
40. 

 
Any Other Business 
 

 Notification of the Leasowes Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 

 N Williams provided Members of the Forum with a brief presentation on the 
recent notification to declare the Leasowes Site as a site of Special Scientific 
Interest.  It was reported that future updates and progress would be provided at 
future meetings of the Forum, however, in the meantime, Members suggested 
that a letter be sent to National England, on behalf of the Dudley Borough 
Local Access Forum, expressing support and appreciation of the proposed 
designation. 
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  Action 

 
Officer/Member 
 

  That a letter to National England, on behalf of the 
Dudley Borough Local Access Forum, expressing 
support and appreciation of the proposed Special 
Scientific Interest designation of the Leasowes Site. 
 

R Brooks 

 
41. 
 

 
Future Meeting Dates and Times 
 

 Future meeting dates and times of the Forum were noted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 3.15 pm 
 

 


