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HALESOWEN AREA COMMITTEE

Tuesday 13th July, 2004, at 6.30 p.m.
at Howley Grange Primary School

PRESENT

Councillors Body, Boys, Burston, Crumpton, Mrs Faulkner, Jackson, 
James, Miss Nicholls, Mrs Shakespeare, Taylor, Mrs Turner, K Turner 
and J Woodall together with Mr M Williams (Director of Finance, as Area 
Liaison Officer), Mr G Collins (Senior Solicitor, Directorate of Law and 
Property), Mr B Meade and Mr P Vangeersdaele (Directorate of the 
Urban Environment), Mrs V Beint (Assistant Director of Social Services, 
Older People and Physical Disability and Mrs M Johal (Directorate of Law
and Property)

Approximately 40 members of the public were in attendance

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED

That Councillor Jackson be elected Chairman of the Committee 
for the ensuing municipal year.

(Councillor Jackson thereupon took the Chair)

2 APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED

That Councillor Burston be appointed Vice Chairman of the 
Committee for the ensuing municipal year.

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence from the meeting were received on behalf of 
Councillors Mrs Dunn and Ms Partridge, Mrs C Peek, Assistant Director, 
Directorate of Education and Lifelong Learning and Sylvia Heal, MP.

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interest, in accordance with the 
Members’ Code of Conduct, were made by the following Members for the
reasons indicated:
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Councillor Taylor declared a prejudicial interest in respect of Agenda Item
13(b) (Erect Gates on Council Owned Land at Church Street) insofar as 
having an interest in the property and accordingly left the meeting during 
consideration of this item.

Councillor Burston declared a personal interest in respect of Agenda Item
21 (Midland Metro Phase 2 – Park and Ride M5 Junction 3) insofar as his
employer’s involvement.

Councillor Crumpton declared a personal interest in respect of Agenda 
Item 20 (Liveability Fund Award – Improving Parks for People) insofar as 
it related to him being a member of the Stevens Park Friends Group 

5 MINUTES

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 10th 
March, 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed.

6 TERMS OF REFERENCE AND PROTOCOL FOR AREA COMMITTEES

A report of the Director of Law and Property setting out the terms of 
reference and protocol for Area Committees was submitted.

During consideration of this matter Councillor K Turner expressed 
concern at the venues chosen for holding the Area Committee meetings 
and commented that Hayley Green and Cradley and Foxcote areas had 
been excluded.

In responding, the Chairman advised that it had been difficult to find 
venues that were available on the dates that had been set but agreed to 
reconsider the proposed list of venues for future meetings.

RESOLVED

That the information contained in the report submitted be noted.

7 APPOINTMENT OF CO-OPTED MEMBERS

Consideration was given to the appointment of co-opted Members to the 
Committee in 2004/05.

RESOLVED

That Co-opted Members be not appointed to the Committee in 
2004/05.
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8 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIONS TO OUTSIDE 
ORGANISATIONS                                                                             

A report of the Director of Law and Property was submitted seeking 
consideration of the appointment of representatives of the Committee to 
serve on outside organisations in the 2004/05 municipal year.

The Area Liaison Officer advised that, due to the boundary changes, 
nominations were also to be made for the Wollescote Community 
Association.

RESOLVED

That the following members be appointed to serve on the 
organisations indicated:

Cradley Community Association – Councillor Crumpton
Lutley Community Association – Councillor Burston
Wollescote Community Association – The Ward Members for the 
Cradley and Foxcote Ward

9 PUBLIC FORUM

(a) Mr C Warren expressed concern about proposed speed humps in 
Howley Grange Road.  It was agreed that Mr P Vangeersdaele 
(Directorate of the Urban Environment) would respond directly.

(b) Ms Launchbury had submitted a written question regarding the lack
of suitable disabled toilets in Leasowes Park.  It was agreed that Mr
B Meade (Directorate of the Urban Environment) would provide a 
direct written response.

(c) A question expressing concern at the poor consultation on the 
proposed new bus station and that the display plans were not easy 
to understand was asked by Mr J Young.  It was agreed that 
following the consultation period, the matter would be included as 
an agenda item at a future meeting of the Committee.  

(d) Mr J Young also asked a question seeking information on when the
outstanding work in Halesowen Town Centre would be completed.  
It was agreed that a report would be submitted to the next meeting 
regarding Halesowen Town Centre. 

10 WARD ISSUES

(a) Councillor K Turner 

Page 3 of 11



HAC/4

(i) Referred to problems with roads on the Squirrels Estate with 
potholes and of the poor road surfacing and requested that a 
report be submitted to a future meeting indicating when road 
improvements would take place.

(ii) Expressed concern with litter and queried when sufficient 
litter bins and litter wardens would be available.

Mr Meade agreed to report to the next meeting.

(iii) Commented that whilst rumble strips for anti skidding on 
Fatherless Barn Estate had been installed cars were still 
speeding and considered that a 20 mph restriction should be 
introduced.

Mr Vangeersdaele agreed to respond direct to Councillor 
Turner.

(b) In response to concerns from Councillor Turner about the 
possibility of part funding to progress the door step green waste 
recycling programme, Councillor Mrs Shakespeare commented on 
the 13,500 letters sent to residents at the end of May about black 
boxes, to which 8000 responses had been received.  The whole 
Borough would eventually be covered.  She asked that anyone who
had been waiting longer than 2-3 weeks for a box should contact 
her or the Directorate.
 

(c) Councillor Crumpton 

(i) Referred to bulk waste collection and requested that it should
be reintroduced.

(ii) Referred to pothole problems on Coppice Avenue, 
Wollescote.

Mr Meade agreed to respond in writing to Councillor 
Crumpton.
 

(iii) Commented that a programme of activities for youth was not 
available in the Cradley and Foxcote area and urged Ward 
Councillors from both Halesowen Ward and Hayley Green 
and Cradley South to work together to look at youth issues in
the area.

The suggestion was endorsed.
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(d) Councillor Body 

(i) Queried the position in relation to steps leading up to Holcroft
Way.

Mr Meade advised that he would copy the response that had 
previously been sent to Councillor Cotterill. 

(ii) Requested that the speed limit on part of Oldnall Road be 
reduced from 60 mph to 30 mph.

Mr Vangeersdaele agreed to respond direct to Councillor 
Body.   

11 DELEGATED CAPITAL BUDGET

A report of the Area Liaison Officer updating the Committee on the latest 
position with regard to the capital budget allocation and suggesting an 
outline allocation for 2004/05 was submitted.

Councillor K Turner referred to a request for funding regarding Snowdon 
Grove.  It was noted that this requested would be considered at the next 
meeting of the Committee.  

RESOLVED

(1) That the proposed outline allocations, as set out in 
paragraph 2.5 of the report now submitted, be approved.

(2) That the Area Liaison Officer, in consultation with the 
Chairman and a representative from the Opposition Group,
be authorised to consider and agree, where appropriate, 
requests for funding from community and voluntary groups.

(3) That the Area Liaison Officer be authorised to take 
appropriate action to promote the availability of funding for 
2004/05, as indicated in paragraph 2.7 of the report now 
submitted.

(4) That the small number of requests for funding received 
since the Committee last met be the purpose of a report to 
the next meeting of the Committee.

(5) That the criteria against which bids/allocations should be 
considered continue to be as set out in Appendix A to the 
report submitted.
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12 APPLICATIONS IN RESPECT OF LAND AND PROPERTY OWNED BY 
THE COUNCIL                                                                                           

A report of the Director of Law and Property was submitted regarding 
land and property within the Committee’s area.

RESOLVED

(1) (a) That the Lead Member for Housing be recommended 
to refuse the application to purchase the land adjacent
to 45 Lyndon Close, as indicated on the plan attached 
to the report now submitted, for the reasons set out in 
the report.

(b) That the Director of Housing be requested to arrange 
for the land to be inspected and, as appropriate, steps 
taken to tidy up the land.

(2) That the Lead Member for Housing be recommended to 
approve, in principle, the application to erect gates on 
Council owned land, subject to there being no financial 
commitment on the Council, to the remaining objections 
being resolved, to the Director of Law and Property being 
satisfied as to the legal position and to such terms and 
conditions as the Director of Law and Property considers 
appropriate.

(3) That the Lead Member for Housing be recommended to 
defer the application on the land adjacent to 54 Albrighton 
Road in light of the report to be submitted to Council on 19 
July 2004 in respect of corner plots.  

(4) (a) That the Lead Member for Housing be recommended 
to refuse the application to purchase the land adjoining
19 Tanhouse Lane. 

(b) That the Director of Urban Environment undertakes a 
wider assessment of the area to identify improvements
which could be made to enable the problem identified 
in the report submitted and as outlined at the meeting 
to be solved; that the Directorate liaise with the 
Director of Housing to implement the improvements 
identified with a view to further reports being submitted
to a future meeting of the Committee on possible 
youth provisions and the future of the land.
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(5) That the Lead Member for Transportation be recommended
to refuse the application to purchase land at Toys Lane 
(Toys Lane Car Park), Halesowen, as indicated on the plan 
attached to the report now submitted, for the reasons set 
out in the report.

(6) That the Lead Member for Leisure be recommended to 
refuse the application to purchase the land adjoining 11 
Hartside Close, Halesowen, as indicated on the plan 
attached to the report now submitted, for the reasons set 
out in the report.

13 PROGRESS OF ELECTED MEMBER VISITS TO SOCIAL SERVICES 
ESTABLISHMENTS – APRIL 2003 – APRIL 2004                              

A report of the Director of Social Services on the progress of visits to 
Social Services establishments undertaken by Members, actions taken in
response to Member visits and their comments and identifying issues 
arising from the rota visits was submitted.  

RESOLVED

(1) That the information contained in the report now submitted 
be received.

(2) That Councillors Burston, Mrs Dunn, Mrs Faulkner, Miss 
Nicholls, Taylor, Mrs Turner and J Woodall be nominated to
participate in the Social Services rota visits for the year 
2004/05.

(3) That the protocol, attached as Appendix 2 to the report 
submitted, which determines responsibilities in respect of 
Elected Member Visits to Social Services Establishments, 
be endorsed.

14 HIGHWAYS MINOR WORKS CAPITAL PROGRAMME FOR 2004/2005

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment seeking support for the
proposed programmes of work for Local Safety Schemes, Pedestrian 
Crossings and Safer Routes to School within the Halesowen Area for the 
2004/05 financial year was submitted. 

During discussion of the report, Members expressed concerns regarding 
Banners Lane and the need for action to be taken.  

In response, Mr Vangeersdaele suggested that a mini traffic island could 
possibly be provided.

RESOLVED
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(1) That subject to the deletion of schemes in respect of 
Howley Grange Road referred to in Appendices A and C, 
the proposed Local Safety Schemes, Pedestrian Crossings 
and Safer Routes to School initiatives as outlined in the 
report and Appendices to the report submitted, be 
supported 

(2) That the Director of the Urban Environment be requested to
submit a report regarding the possible provision of a mini 
traffic island on Banners Lane/Overend Road, Cradley to 
the November meeting of the Committee.

15 SLIMS GATE, HALESOWEN: PROPOSED PROHIBITION OF DRIVING

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment seeking support for the
introduction of a Prohibition of Driver Order in Slims Gate was submitted.

RESOLVED

That, having considered the comments made by objectors and 
correspondents, support be given to the introduction of The 
Borough of Dudley (Slims Gate, Halesowen) (Prohibition of 
Driving) Order 2004 as shown on the attached drawing to the 
report and as described in paragraph 3.2 of the report.

16 TWO GATES, CRADLEY: ISSUES RELATING TO CURRENT 
LOCATION OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSING FACILITY______________

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment was submitted seeking 
views on the positioning of the recently installed pelican crossing in Two 
Gates, Cradley, Halesowen, following representations made by local 
residents at the last meeting of the Committee.

During the consideration of the report it was suggested that the pelican 
crossing would not be used.  It was also suggested that a speed 
restriction should also be applied to the rest of the road and that a 
pedestrian survey be undertaken after the school holidays and a report 
be submitted to the meeting in November.

RESOLVED

That the installation of the pelican crossing in Two Gates, 
Cradley, Halesowen be noted and pending the results of a 
pedestrian survey, a further report be submitted to the meeting to
be held in November.
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17 THE LEASOWES RESTORATION

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment advising on the 
progress of the historic restoration of Leasowes Park was submitted.

RESOLVED

That the information contained in the report submitted be noted 
and that further update reports on the progress of the restoration 
be submitted to the Committee in due course. 

18 THE EARLS HIGH SCHOOL PLAYING FIELDS, FURNACE LANE AND 
WHITTINGHAM ROAD, HALESOWEN___________________________

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment was submitted on 
progress made in connection with proposals submitted by the Halesowen
Abbey Trust for improvements to the Earls High School Playing Fields.

RESOLVED

(1) That the information contained in the report submitted be 
noted and that support be given to the officers’ ongoing 
work to develop the proposals for improvements. 

(2) That further reports be submitted to the Committee in due 
course.

19 LIVEABILITY FUND AWARD – IMPROVING PARKS FOR PEOPLE

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment was submitted on the 
Council’s two year Liveability Project to improve parks and open spaces 
within the Borough.

During discussion on the report it was commented that consideration 
should be given to funding other parks and open spaces such as Homer 
Hill Recreation Ground, Highfields, Hurst Green Park, Hope Street and 
Huntingtree Park.  Councillor Crumpton also advised that the Friends of 
Stevens Park, Wollescote had been set up last year. 
 
During further discussion it was commented that as the Squirrels Estate 
had major problems and children did not have any decent play area, that 
funding should be made available for this area.  Similarly the field at the 
rear of Lutley Community Centre should also be included.  Further 
comments made related to Quinton Meadows Recreation Ground, 
however as this area was not in the Borough, Birmingham and this 
Council needed to discuss the matter so that the area did not miss out on
funding.  Page 9 of 11
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RESOLVED

(1) That the £3.4 million Liveability Award to fund 
improvements to Parks and Open Spaces within the 
Borough be welcomed.

(2) That the Director of Urban Environment be requested to 
investigate the possibility of inclusion of further parks/open 
spaces in the award, as raised at this meeting, with a report
to a future meeting of the Committee.

20 MIDLAND METRO PHASE 2 – PARK AND RIDE M5 JUNCTION 3

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment was submitted on a 
petition received from the Woodgate Valley Conservation Group 
regarding the provision of Strategic Park and Ride facilities associated 
with the proposed construction of Midland Metro Phase 2 (Birmingham 
city centre to Quinton via Hagley Road) and to report the findings of the 
public consultation on the proposed Birmingham City Centre to Quinton 
Metro Line.

During discussion on the report, Members of the Committee and of the 
public expressed serious concerns at a Park and Ride Scheme being 
sited in Quinton Meadows.  There was, however, support for the further 
development of Metro and the opportunities, which would enable the 
Halesowen area, particularly the Town Centre, to maximise the 
economic benefits of future Metro development.  

RESOLVED

(1) That the information contained in the report submitted on 
the results of the Centro public consultation be noted.

(2) That a further report be submitted to the Committee for 
consideration when the results of the sequential tests, 
referred to in paragraph 2.5 of the report, are available.

(3) That a report be submitted to the Executive seeking 
endorsement of the comments made in relation to the 
unanimous opposition to the siting of the park and ride 
scheme at Quinton Meadows and the support expressed by
some Members of the Committee and of the public for the 
further general development of the Metro network and the 
opportunities which may be available to generate economic
benefits for the Halesowen area.

21 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

RESOLVED
Page 10 of 11



HAC/11

That the following dates and venues of future meetings of the 
Committee be noted:-

15 September 2004 – Halesbury School
17 November 2004 – Leasowes Community College
2 February 2005 – Venue to be arranged
30 March 2005 – Earls High School

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.

CHAIRMAN
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