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DUDLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

MEETING OF HALESOWEN AREA COMMITTEE –13TH JULY 2004

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

MIDLAND METRO PHASE 2 - PARK AND RIDE M5 JUNCTION 3

1. Purpose

1.1. To consider a petition received from the Woodgate Valley Conservation Group
regarding the provision of Strategic Park and Ride facilities associated with the
proposed construction of Midland Metro Phase 2 (Birmingham city centre to Quinton
via Hagley Road) and to report the findings of the public consultation on the
proposed Birmingham City Centre to Quinton Metro Line.

2. Background

2.1 Committee may recall that at its meeting of 10th March 2004 the Director of the
Urban Environment reported that a petition had been received but that it would be
premature to consider it at this time due to the ongoing public consultations of the
West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive (Centro) on the proposed
Birmingham city centre to Quinton Metro line.  The public consultation, extended into
March 2004, has now been completed and the results are published in a report to the
West Midlands Passenger Transport Authority and are on display at this meeting. 

2.2 In summary, for the route in question that also included Bartley Green and Eastside
and Duddeston 17400 brochures were delivered and 16 public exhibitions held with
nearly 1000 attendees.  653 questionnaires were returned.  On the Birmingham city
centre to Quinton route 67% of the responses were in favour of eventually taking the
route to Halesowen town centre, 51% were in favour of investigating the possibility of
providing a Strategic Park and Ride site in the vicinity of M5 junction 3 and only 6%
were concerned about environmental issues.  The results of the public consultation
therefore appear to be neutral as far as the route in question is concerned and no
major issues can be drawn from its findings at this initial stage.

2.3 The Woodgate Valley Conservation Group petition states ...” We the undersigned
request that Birmingham City Council, Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council
and all other authorities concerned, do not consider a Park and Ride site or
any other built development on the publicly owned open space in Quinton
Meadows, including Howley Grange Recreation Ground. Instead these
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authorities should commit themselves to the developments already agreed by
Birmingham City Council and Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council in the
Quinton Meadows Management Plan for recreation, heritage and nature
conservation” The group in seeking to protect the sites calls on the Council to
declare their opposition to their being considered for Park and Ride purposes.

2.4 Strategic Park and Ride at M5 junction 3 has been the subject of several studies and
in particular that of Centro “West Midlands Park and Ride Strategy” and West
Midlands Area Multi Modal Study.  Both of which recommended the area as being
suitable for such a site although no specific location was suggested.

2.5 A number of sites have been implied recently all of which are extremely sensitive as
they are all designated green belt.  Planning Policy Guidance 13 (PPG13) indicates
that such sites may be considered for Strategic Park and Ride only after all other
brown field sites have been discounted.  PPG 13 therefore implies that all possible
alternative sites should be tested sequentially through the planning processes, taking
full regard to the existing agreements and arrangements such as set out in the
Quinton Meadows Management Plan, before green field alternatives are considered.

3. Proposal

3.1. That Committee note the results of the Centro public consultation.

3.2. That a further report be made to this committee for consideration when the results of
the sequential tests referred to in 2.5 are available.

4.0 Finance

4.1 The costs of implementing the provisions of the Metro Phase 2 and associated works
such as park and ride locations will be financed partly through the Local Transport
Capital Expenditure Settlement and partly by the private sector.

5.0 Law

5.1 Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 empowers the Council to do anything
which is calculated to facilitate or is conducive or incidental to the discharge of any of
its functions.

6.0 Equal Opportunities

6.1 The contents of this report comply with the Council’s equal opportunities policy.
Public consultation includes positive action aimed at ethnic minorities.

6.2 The West Midlands Local Transport Plan seeks to manage demand on the highway
and redress the balance between public and private modes of transport leading to a
more inclusive society.
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7.0 Recommendation

7.1 That the Committee support the proposals in 3.1 - 3.2.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
JOHN. B. MILLAR – DIRECTOR OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT.

Contact Officers – 
Martyn Holloway, Transportation Policy, ext 5426
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