Dudley

Metropolitan Borough Council

Minutes of the Ernest Stevens Trusts Management Committee
Wednesday 29" January, 2025 at 6.00pm
in Committee Room 3, Council House, Dudley

Present:

Councillor J Cowell (Chair)

Councillor J Griffin (Vice-Chair)

Councillors E Cobb, T Creed, | Kettle and R Priest

Co-opted Members:

C Barnett — Friends of Stevens Park, Quarry Bank, J Jones — Friends of
Wollescote Park and H Rogers — Friends of Mary Stevens Park

Officers:
M Bieganski (Strategy and Governance Section Manager), D Fildes (Parks
Development Manager), D McNaney (Senior Principal Accountant), M Wilcox

(Principal Lawyer) and K Malpass (Democratic Services Officer).

Also in attendance:

Councillor S Phipps — Ward Councillor for Belle Vale, Councillor E Stafford —
Ward Councillor for Cradley North and Wollescote — Observing, J Marks — Chair
of Friends of Wollescate Park, together with 4 members of the public

23 Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for this meeting of the Committee.
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24

Appointment of Substitute Member

There were no substitute members appointed for this meeting of the
Committee.

25

Declarations of Interest

Councillor T Creed declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to Agenda
ltem No’s. 11 and 12 (Mary Stevens Centre and Studley Court, their
occupancy and the Council’s Corporate Estate Strategy) as a volunteer
driver for Crafting for Communities and a representative on the
Management Committee relating to Mary Stevens Hospice.

26

Minutes
Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 16" October, 2024 be
confirmed as a correct record and signed.

27

Public Forum

Bernard Oakley Memorial Gardens

In representing the Friends of Bernard Oakley, Councillor S Phipps, Ward
Member for Belle Vale, highlighted the various projects that had been
carried out by the Friends Group to significantly improve the appearance of
the park, however, concern was raised in relation to the current difficulties in
securing funding for more substantial projects. Members were advised that
the Friends of Bernard Oakley Memorial Gardens were of the view that a
registered charity number was connected to the group, which had not
previously been utilised. It was envisaged that should the charity number
be identified and utilised, it would expand future funding opportunities.

Resolved

That the Senior Principal Accountant and Principal Lawyer be
requested to investigate whether the Bernard Oakley Memorial
Gardens were linked to a registered charity number and a meeting
be arranged with appropriate Members/Officers to discuss the
matter further.
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5G Phone Mast on Wollescote Park

J Marks, Chair of the Friends of Wollescote Park raised concern in relation
to the 5G phone mast installed in Wollescote Park. Members were advised
that the mast had been installed carelessly and without power supply which
had resulted in a metal container being placed in the park to accommodate
a generator which had been releasing gas fumes affecting the health and
wellbeing of park users and wildlife. Concerns had been reported to the
Parks Development team and whilst a fence had now been erected to
secure the metal container, it was not considered a suitable solution.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager indicated that whilst the
Authority had been made aware of the existence of the generator, a
discussion had been held with the Telecoms Company as the installation of
a generator had not been part of the agreement. However, assurances had
been provided that the generator was a temporary arrangement whilst
permanent power supply to the mast was organised.

In responding to a question from J Marks, the Strategy and Governance
Section Manager indicated that whilst no timeframe had been provided for
completion, it was acknowledged that the length of time it was taking to
install permanent power supply to the mast was unacceptable and it was
requested that the issue be investigated, and appropriate action taken.

Resolved
That the Strategy and Governance Section Manager be requested
to review the terms of the agreement with the Telecoms Company
that installed the 5G phone mast on Wollescote Park and issue
appropriate action.

Maintenance arrangement for Wollescote Park

J Marks, Chair of the Friends of Wollescote Park raised concern in relation
to maintenance arrangements in place for Wollescote Park. Members were
advised that due to a ward boundary, part of the park was maintained by
Green Care, Stourbridge whilst the remainder was maintained by Green
Care Halesowen which was creating uneven grass levels in the park. The
arrangement was considered to be a waste of Council resources and
budget and believed that a more practical approach would be for one
service area to maintain the entire park.
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Councillor R Priest acknowledged the comments and concerns outlined and
indicated that the issue had been raised with the Director of Environment
previously and was advised that the arrangement was temporary whilst a
restructure of the Directorate was taking place. Concern was raised that
the arrangement was still in place and suggested that the matter be
investigated. In responding, the Parks Development Manager indicated that
whilst maintenance work was distributed by ward, the service provided
should be consistent. Members were advised that a review of Green Care
was currently taking place, however, the concerns raised would be directed
to appropriate officers to explore the possibility of arranging a single service
delivery of maintenance for the park and an update would be provided at
the next meeting.

In responding to a question raised by Councillor J Griffin, the Parks
Development Manager reported that the service aimed to cut the grass on
parks in the Borough up to fourteen times annually, however, due to the
unpredictable weather conditions, the figure had reduced to between eight
and ten cuts during the current financial year, however, re-iterated that the
level of maintenance on parks should remain the same.

Resolved
That the Parks and Development Manager be requested to circulate
the concerns raised above to appropriate officers in Green Care

and provide an update at the next meeting of the Committee.

Future use of Wollescote Hall

Members of the public together with Members of the Committee raised a
number of concerns in relation to the future of Wollescote Hall and the
importance of the provision that is currently being offered. Whilst the
concerns were acknowledged, it was reported that proposals were currently
being considered and would be shared at a later date, however, it was
empathised that the role of the Trust was to protect the building and ensure
appropriate future use. All parties were advised that further discussion
would take place during the scheduled meeting in private session under the
provisions of Part 1 of Scheduled 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 on
the grounds that the public interest in disclosing information at this point
was outweighed by the public interest in maintaining the exemption from
disclosure. The Principal Lawyer assured Members that appropriate
consultation would take place on proposals with all user groups and views
considered in line with the requirements of the legislation.
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Financial arrangement for closing the gates in Quarry Bank Park.

The Co-opted Member for the Friends of Stevens Park, Quarry Bank raised
concern in relation to the current financial arrangement in place for the
payment of closing the gates in Quarry Bank Park and requested that the
arrangement be reviewed urgently. In responding, the Parks Development
Manager indicated that a meeting would be arranged outside of the
Committee to discuss the matter further.

Resolved

That the Parks Development Manager arrange a meeting with the
Friends of Stevens Park, Quarry Bank to review the method of
payment of closing the gates in Quarry Bank Park and provide an
update to the Chair of the Committee, Councillor J Cowell on the
outcome.

28

Benjamin Drive/Homer Hill Consultation

The Committee received a verbal report from the Parks Development
Manager in relation to the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and Parking at
Homer Hill Park/Benjamin Drive.

The Principal Lawyer referred to a letter recently received from the Charity
Commission outlining concerns that had been raised relating to the
Trustees permitting double yellow lines on charity land, with members of the
public having limited access to the Charity. Members were advised that the
letter was sent to the Local Authority to provide information and advice to
manage any potential risks associated with the decision.

The Principal Lawyer indicated that the Council, as Trustee had obtained
independent legal advice in relation to the matter, which was circulated to
all Members and a full consultation exercise was undertaken with park
users and residents in surrounding roads which was in line with the legal
advice provided. It was reported that all feedback provided following the
consultation exercise was considered, where it was recorded that there was
a higher percentage of users of the park that walked rather than travelled by
vehicle and in view of the information received, the matter was referred to
the Highways Authority, in line with the recommendation agreed at the
meeting held on 16™ October, 2024. Members were advised however, that
whilst Highways were now enforcing the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO),
penalty notices were not currently being issued.
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The Parks Development Manager updated Members on the outcome on
discussions held with Cradley Baptist Church and confirmed that the
Church had been purchased and it was not possible to continue exploring
the possibility of securing an arrangement for alternative parking provision.
Following discussions with Football Teams that used Homer Hill Park for
competitive weekend football, it was noted that football teams were
managing parking by utilising the existing parking spaces within the park to
limited parking in streets.

Councillor R Priest indicated that residents were frustrated by the lack of
parking provision in Cardley following the closure of Cradley High School.
The school had previously allowed residents to park on the school car park,
however, since the development of Lime Gardens Retirement Living, that
parking provision had been lost. Whilst reference was made to the parking
provision available at the Sports and Social Club in Slade Road, it was not
considered a solution due to the high level of parking required during school
start and finish times due to two primary schools located in very close
proximity. Members considered the only solution to the issue was for
additional parking provision to be procured in the area.

In responding to a question from Councillor J Griffin, Councillor R Priest
confirmed that a meeting had been arranged next week with the owners of
Lime Gardens Retirement Living to discuss the possibility of utilising their
spare car parking to benefit the community.

The Co-opted Member for the Friends of Mary Stevens Park expressed
disappointment at the letter received from the Charity Commission and
reminded the Committee that the Trust should be operating in line with the
provisions of the Governing document. Members were advised that,
following research and experience regarding parking provision offered at
Mary Stevens Park, the Highways Authority, whilst authorised to install a
deterrent, were unable to enforce TROs on trust land and therefore it was
requested that officers reassess the TRO in Benjamin Drive/Homer Hill
Park. In responding, the Principal Lawyer advised that the Committee had
acted in accordance with the independent legal advice obtained for the
Trust, however, further advice could be obtained should the Committee
consider it necessary. In terms of the comments made in relation to
enforcement, it was suggested that a representative from the Highways
Authority attend the next meeting to explain their responsibilities and
answer any specific questions from Members.

The Co-opted Member for The Friends of Mary Stevens Park referred to the
lack of training provided to Councillors to support their role within the Trust
and suggested that independent training be considered. In responding, the
Chair of the Committee indicated that independent training would be
considered as and when required.
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Resolved

(1) That the information presented, and comments made by Members
as outlined above, be noted.

(2) That the Parks Development Manager be requested to invite a
representative from the Highways Authority to attend the next
meeting of the Committee to explain their responsibilities
associated with the Traffic Regulation Order at Benjamin
Drive/Homer Hill Park and to answer any specific questions from
Members.

(3) That independent training be considered to assist Councillors in
their role as Trustees as and when required.

29

Pump Track Project at Homer Hill Park

The Committee received a verbal report from the Parks Development
Manager in relation to the Pump Track Project at Homer Hill Park.

Members were advised that the project was nearing completion and would
be available for public use in the very near future. It was reported that the
project had been funded by a £50,000 Enovert grant, £5,000 Community
Forum grant with the remainder being raised through community events and
crowdfunding.

It was reported that the Friends of Homer Hill Park had started the project
with former Councillor Richard Body who had sadly passed away, however,
the work had continued in his memory with the support of former Councillor
Tim Crumpton and the Parks Development Team. In acknowledging the
work carried out in relation to the project, Councillor J Cowell expressed her
appreciation to all involved.

Resolved

That the information presented, and comments made by Members
as outlined above, be noted.
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30 Ernest Stevens Trusts, King George V Park and Homer Hill Recreation
Ground — Final Accounts 2023/2024

A report of the Interim Director of Finance and Section 151 Officer was
submitted on the accounts of the individual Trusts comprising the Ernest
Stevens Bequests and the accounts of King George V Park (charity no.
219684) and Homer Hill Recreational Ground (charity no. 701251) for the
financial year 2023/24.

The Senior Principal Accountant presented the report and referred to the
covering report which provided information on the background as to how the
accounts had been prepared.

The Co-opted Member for The Friends Mary Stevens Park queried the
wording “for the time being” in paragraph 5(a) and (c) of the report
submitted and perceived the wording to mean for a period of time which
was incorrect as the maintenance and improvement of Stevens Park and
Recreation Ground Foundation Trust, Wollescote should be carried out
indefinitely. The Senior Principal Accountant acknowledged the comment
raised and reported that whilst the wording had not been altered, the matter
would be investigated and the wording removed if deemed necessary.

The Co-opted Member for The Friends Mary Stevens Park disputed the
wording of the Council Plan, paragraph 25 of the report submitted which
referred to the contribution to the Council Plan objectives to Grow a Strong
Visitor Economy, Develop Green space and Reduce Social Isolation. The
Member considered that the standard format for a report should not be used
for Ernest Stevens Trusts Management Committee reports given that the
terms of reference and aims for the Trust were different to those of the
Council. In responding, the Senior Principal Accountant acknowledged the
point raised and indicated that he would raise the matter with Democratic
Services and provide a response to the Chair of the Committee, Councillor
J Cowell.

In responding to a query raised by the Co-opted Member for The Friends
Mary Stevens Park, the Senior Principal Accountant confirmed that
information on the historic use of Trust buildings by Council Services would
be included on Charity Accounts and circulated to the Charity Commission
moving forward.
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In responding to a number of questions in relation to the Emily Jordan
Foundation Trust, the Principal Lawyer reported that the lease had now
been finalised and project outcomes would be monitored to ensure the
Trust delivered its objectives outlined in the agreement. It was confirmed
that should the objectives not be met, the Trust would be required to pay
rent on the building. In responding to a further question, the Senior
Principal Accountant confirmed that financial information of the Trust would
be observed during the 2025/26 financial year.

In responding to a question raised by the Co-opted Member for The Friends
Mary Stevens Park, the Strategy and Governance Section Manager
indicated that he would provide a response clarifying what was covered in
the property value of £380,000 for The Mary Stevens Maternity Home and
Public Park.

In responding to several questions raised by the Co-opted Member for The
Friends of Wollescote Park, the Senior Principal Accountant clarified the
process for applying for a grant from the Trust. The Member was advised
that an application form would need to be completed, which outlined the
conditions for eligibility, and submitted for consideration and appropriate
assessments against the Deeds prior to being considered at the Committee.
In responding to a further question from the Member, it was confirmed that
a £5,000 grant was considered the limit to apply for based on match
funding, however, the decision to allow a grant remained at the discretion of
the Committee.

In responding to a question from the Chair of the Committee, the Senior
Principal Officer explained the mechanism and calculations used for “real”
spending power which had been affected by the increase in Retail Prices
Index (RPI).

Resolved

(1) That the Committee approve the accounts of the Trusts for 2023-
2024, on behalf of the Council, in their capacity as Trustees.

(2) That the Chair be authorised to sign the accounts.

(3) That the Senior Principal Accountant be requested to consider
deleting the words “for the time being” in paragraphs 5(a) and (c) of
the report submitted.

(4) That the Senior Principal Accountant be requested to investigate
the wording contained in the Council Plan paragraph of the report
and advise the Chair of the Committee, Councillor J Cowell the on
outcome.
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(5) That the Senior Principal Accountant be requested to include
information on the previous use of the buildings for Council services
on future accounts of the Trusts.

(6) That the Strategy and Governance Section Manager be requested
to provide a response to Members clarifying what was covered in
the property value of £380,000 for The Mary Stevens Maternity
Home and Public Park.

31

Questions Under Council Procedure Rule 11.8

There were no questions to the Chair pursuant to Council Procedure Rule
11.8.

32

Exclusion of the Press and Public

Resolved

That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the
following items of business, on the grounds that they involve the
likely disclosure of exempt information relating to the financial or
business affairs of any particular person (including the authority
holding that information), as defined under Part 1 of Schedule 12A
to the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

33

Wollecote Hall and the Councils Corporate Estate Strategy

The Committee received a verbal report from the Strategy and Governance
Section Manager on the impact of the Council’s decision in respect of its
Estate Strategy upon Wollescote Hall and its potential impact upon the
Trusts estate.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager presented the report
referring to specific paragraphs of importance.

Following the presentation, Members were given the opportunity to ask
questions and make comments and responses were provided where
necessary.

Resolved

(1) That the information presented be noted.
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(2) That the Principal Lawyer and the Strategy and Governance
Section Manager be requested to pursue external quotes for
independent advice on options for the occupancy of the four Trust
buildings in consideration of the deeds and proposals for future use.

(3) That a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the
Committee to include proposals for consideration.

34

Mary Stevens Centre, their occupancy and the Councils Corporate
Estate Strateqy

The Committee received a verbal report from the Strategy and Governance
Section Manager on the outcome of discussions and negotiations with the
current occupiers of the centre and to further advise the Committee in
respect of the Council’s Corporate Strategy and its potential impact upon
the Trusts estate.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager presented the report
referring to specific paragraphs of importance.

Following the presentation, Members were given the opportunity to ask
guestions and make comments and responses were provided where
necessary.

Resolved

(1) That the information presented be noted.

(2) That a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the
Committee to include proposals for consideration.

35

Studley Court, their occupancy and the Councils Corporate Estate
Strateqgy

The Committee received a verbal report from the Strategy and Governance
Section Manager on the outcome of discussions and negotiations with the
current occupiers of the centre and to further advise the Committee in
respect of the Council’s Corporate Strategy and its potential impact upon
the Trusts estate.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager presented the report
referring to specific paragraphs of importance.
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Following the presentation, Members were given the opportunity to ask
guestions and make comments and responses were provided where
necessary.
Resolved

(1) That the information presented be noted.

(2) That a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the

Committee to include proposals for consideration.

The meeting ended at 8.28pm.

CHAIR
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