DUdley Agenda Item No. 9

Metropolitan Borough Council

Ernest Stevens Trusts Management Committee — 9" April 2025

Report of the Interim Director of Finance

Request for Grant — Wollescote Hall Bowls Club

Purpose

To consider the request for a grant from Stevens Park and Recreation
Ground Foundation Trust.

Recommendations

2. It is recommended that the Committee consider the request for a
grant as detailed in the report.

Background

3. Ernest Stevens made various donations of property which were to be
used for specified purposes. These have been identified as individual
Trusts and detailed below:

I. Mary Stevens Maternity Home and Public Park Charity.
ii. Mary Stevens Park, Recreation Ground and Park, Norton.
lii. Stevens Park, Quarry Bank.
Iv. Stevens Park and Recreation Ground Foundation, Wollescote

4. Only the Stevens Park and Recreation Ground Foundation has
investments, which generate income for disbursement.

5. Previously the management of the above trusts was delegated to the
Stourbridge Area Committee. Members will be aware that following
the consultation on Area Committees and the introduction of
Community Forums, the four Ernest Stevens Trusts are now
combined under the control of this Committee as Trustees.
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In the application of the income of the Foundation, the Trustees have
discretion to give preference to the area of the former Urban District
of Lye and Wollescote and to meeting the needs of the people
resident therein.

There is no set maximum amount stipulated in the Trust deed for a
grant. However, in the past, the Trustees have tended to apply the
criteria that the grant should be a maximum of £5,000 or 50% of the
total cost of a capital project.

Application = WOLLESCOTE HALL BOWLS CLUB (WHBCQC)

8.

10.

Agenda item number 6 of the Ernest Stevens Trust Management
Committee of 18" July 2022 informed Committee of the proposed
plans and aspirations of the Wollescote Hall Bowls Club to develop
the bowls green and their pavilion within the walled area of
Wollescote Park. Subsequent to this meeting, a grant application was
submitted to the meeting of 24" October 2022 in relation to
reconstruction works of the bowling green and a grant payment of
£5,000 was approved and paid.

The organisation has 79 members and the aims of the organisation
are to:

1.1 Attract new members

1.2 Support the national trend of attracting younger people into
sport

1.3 Attract people from the working population.

1.4 Make greater use of the facilities

1.5 Respond to requests from schools and other community
groups

1.6 Participate in more competitions

1.7 Increase Participation in the community

At present WHBC holds organised club sessions every weekday
afternoon between 2.00 and 5.00pm. These sessions are open to all
members and anyone from the general public who may be interested
in trying the sport of Lawn Bowls.

On Saturdays the club plays matches against local teams and on
Monday and Thursday evenings league games in the Redditch and
Kidderminster Triples Leagues. The club also currently offer the use
of our facilities to Dudley Stroke Association (who make monthly
visits to the green) and Pedmore & Wollescote Scouts. In addition,
the club are discussing with Stourbridge and Halesowen scouts to



11.

12.

13.

offer facilities for their use.

If the club was successful in obtaining a grant it would be used
towards the cost of purchasing equipment for the upkeep of the
bowling-green once the lease is transferred from DMBC to the club.
The club has already spent in excess of £14,000 carrying out
improvements to the playing surface and the edges of the green thus
enabling us to provide a suitable and secure environment for players
in particular those with disabilities.

The WHBC is requesting a grant from the Trust of £5,000, which will
contribute towards the cost of the maintenance equipment detailed
below, for which quotes have been received:

Purchase of Verticutter £ 1,899.00
Purchase of Scarifier £ 2,350.00
Purchase of Dewi — Brush £ 150.00
Purchase of Pitch Mower £ 1,899.00
Sarol Roller £ 450.00

Total Cost £6,748.00

As detailed above, the WHBC submitted an application to the Trust in
October 2022 that was approved.

Latest accounts for WHBC submitted to the end of their financial year
to 30" September 2024 as part of this application show funds held in
a bank deposit account of £34,203.95 and a bank current account of
£1,096.57.

Finance

14.

15.

16.

No grants have been paid during the current financial year.

At a previous meeting of the former Finance (Stevens’ Bequests),
Sub-Committee, Members agreed to maintain the "real" spending
power of the bequest as a fundamental part of the investment
strategy. However, as a result of the levels of inflation over the last
few years and the last property valuations being in March 2020, the
“real” spending power calculation is no longer an appropriate basis to
calculate available funds on this occasion.

Given the above, the more appropriate basis is on a cash basis. As at
31/3/24, the balance of funds available was £150,014, of which
approximately £50,000 is still required in relation to the funding of the
heritage wall at Wollescote Park.



Law

17. The Council is successor to the former Stourbridge Council by virtue
of the Local Government Act 1972.

18. Section 139 of the Local Government Act, 1972 empowers the
Council to accept, hold and administer gifts of property, where it
enables them to discharge any of their functions, and where the gifts
are for the purposes of benefiting the inhabitants of their area.

19. The law relating to Trusts which are charitable is contained in various
acts, the main one being the Charities Act 2011.

20. The conditions under which a gift is to be administered are contained
in the Deed creating the Trust and any subsequent schemes made by
the Charity Commission.

Risk Management

21. The proposals in this report do not lead to any material risks.

Equality Impact

22. The Trusts have been set up to benefit the public in certain
geographical areas of the Borough as outlined in the Deeds of Gift.

Human Resources/Organisational Development

23. The proposals in this report do not have any direct Human Resources
/ Organisational Development implications.

Commercial/Procurement

24. The proposals in this report do not have any direct Commercial
implications. Activity is subject to the conditions set out in the Deeds
creating the Trusts and any subsequent schemes made by the
Charity Commission.

Environment/Climate Change

25. The proposals in this report do not have any direct impact on the
environment or climate change.



Council Plan

26. The aims of the Trusts include the provision of facilities for recreation
or other leisure time occupation with the object of improving the
conditions of life, or such other charitable purposes as the Council
may determine. This will contribute to Council Plan objectives to
Grow a Strong Visitor Economy, Develop Green Space and Reduce
Social Isolation.

Interim Director of Finance
Contact Officer. Dave McNaney

Telephone: 01384 814857
Email: dave.mcnaney@dudley.gov.uk

List of Background Papers

Application form and quote
Accounts and constitution for Wollescote Hall Bowls Club



