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Minutes of the Dudley Borough Local Access Forum 
 

Wednesday 11th December, 2019 at 2.10pm in Meeting Room 1  
at 3-5 St James’s Road, Dudley 

 
Present: 
 
T Boothroyd, R Brooks, R Burgess, P Greenaway, A Nicolls, T Pritchard and S 
Yeadon 

 
Officers: 
 
D Jacobs – Project Engineer, A Radford – Maintenance Manager (both 
Directorate of Public Realm) and M Johal – Senior Democratic Services Officer 
(Directorate of Finance and Legal).  
 
 

 
22. 

 
Election of Chair for the Remainder of the 2019/20 Municipal Year 
 

 Resolved  
 

  That T Boothroyd be elected as Chair of the Forum for the remainder of 
the 2019/20 Municipal Year.   
 

 
23. 

 
Appointment of Vice-Chair for the Remainder of the 2019/20 Municipal 
Year 
 

 Resolved  
 

  That R Burgess be elected as Vice-Chair of the Forum for the remainder 
of the 2019/20 Municipal Year.   
 

 
24. 

 
Apologies for Absence 
 

 Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of  
N Williams and D Keeley – Countryside Manager. 
 

 
25. 

 
Declarations of Interest 
 

 R Burgess and T Pritchard declared non-pecuniary interests in relation to 
Agenda Item No. 8 – Access/Rights of Way Issues and Updates as Members 
of the Halesowen Abbey Trust. 
 

 S Yeadon declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to Agenda Item No. 8 – 
Access/Rights of Way Issues and Updates as Chair of the Friends of 
Coombeswood Wedge. 
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26. 
 

 
Minutes 

 Resolved 
 

  That the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th September, 2019, be 
approved as a correct record. 
 

 
27. 

 
Rights of Way Improvement Plan – Future Maintenance Programmes 
 

 The Maintenance Manager reported that the 2019/20 maintenance programme 
had now been completed.  It was noted that some of the signage on Monarchs 
Ways was still outstanding.  A list of maintenance works would be produced for 
the next municipal year and following a request for poles to be installed on 
Monarchs Way the Maintenance Manager undertook to include the works on 
the list for 2020/21.   
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  A list of works to be produced for inclusion in the 
2020/21 maintenance programme.  
 

A Radford – 
Maintenance 
Manager 
 

 
28. 

 
Planning Applications 
 

 The Project Engineer indicated that there were currently no relevant planning 
applications for consideration by this Forum.   
 

 In referring to the Sandvik development it was commented that the planning 
application that had been submitted only related to the demolition of the factory 
and there was nothing for the housing estate.  The Project Engineer indicated 
that there were no proposed adverse footpaths within the development.  With 
regard to the Manor Way Road crossing it was indicated that Neil Lissimore 
was the responsible officer and he would be looking into the matter. 
 

 
29. 

 
Access/Rights of Way Issues and Updates 
 

 (a) Monarch’s Way Signs 
 

  It was reported that the signage was currently being done. 
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  Action 

 
Officer/Member 
 

  That the item remain on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 (b) Lower Illey between Path 107 in Dudley and Path 6 in Worcestershire 
 

  An update was provided in relation to the ongoing issues associated 
with defining the path as a definitive path and including this on the 
Definitive Map.  Forum Members were advised that, following a meeting 
with Worcestershire Local Access Forum, although consideration was 
given to entering into a Public Path Creation Agreement under Section 
25 of the Highways Act 1980, there were issues about the financial 
implications and identifying funding.  It was confirmed that the path was 
within Worcestershire’s jurisdiction.      
 

  T Pritchard indicated that it had been requested that part of the path be 
included on the definitive map but this could not happen due to there 
being a culvert which was not very safe.  It was queried who was 
responsible for the culvert should it collapse.  It had been suggested that 
a wooden bridge be erected on the Worcestershire side, although 
Dudley could help with the labour works for the erection, Worcestershire 
had to provide the construction materials.  The landowner’s permission 
was also required but there were issues as he wanted to sell the 
property without the land.   
 

  It was commented that Dudley had provided funding for work in the past 
to areas not within their jurisdiction and therefore the question should be 
asked of the Authority whether funding could be made available.   
 

  Action 
 

Officer/Member 
 

  (1) 
 

To contact Worcestershire County Council and 
Dudley Council with a view to identifying any 
funding in terms of grants that could be made 
available for the project. 
 

T Pritchard/D 
Jacobs – Project 
Engineer 

  (2) That the item remain on the agenda for the 
next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

  (c) Footpath H115 Site of Hawne Colliery and Footpath 116 Rear of Oil 
Refinery Shelah Road, Halesowen 
 

  It was reported that both footpaths had now been cleared, however the 
statutory signage for footpath H115 was still outstanding.   
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   Action Officer/Member 

 
  That the item remain on the agenda for the next 

meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

  (d) Public Right of Way H130 Furnace Coppice, Hawne, Halesowen 
 

  It was reported that the path had been cleared and was now complete. 
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  That the item be removed from the agenda. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 
 

  (e) Public Right of Way H119 Stour Valley, Hawne, Halesowen 
 

  It was reported that the sign had been ordered. 
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  That the item remain on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

  (f) Public Right of Way H124 and H125 Hawne Bank/Park, Belle Vale to 
Hawne Lane, Halesowen 
 

  Discussion ensued on ongoing issues on obstruction of the paths and 
that paths had been encroached by people extending their gardens.  
The Friends of Hawne Park had created an alternative access which led 
to confusion on the Ordnance Survey Map as the footpath was not 
accessible.  The Project Engineer indicated that if a path was created 
and adopted there would still be issues with obstruction.  The problem 
with this particular path was that 95% of it went through land owned by 
the Local Authority and permission needed to be sought from the 
landowner responsible for the small part of the path.   
 

  It was commented that the path was part of the nine mile walk and the 
Chair undertook to liaise with D Keeley on future plans. 
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  Action Officer/Member 

 
  (1) To contact D Keeley on future proposals for 

the path as it was part of the nine mile walk. 
 

Chair 

  (2) 
 

That the item remain on the agenda for the 
next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 
  

(g) Footpaths – Oldnal/Foxcote area 
 

  Reference was made to the following footpaths:- 
 

  (a) Public Right of Way H215 – This was obstructed with thick 
woodland in the area to the rear of former Nursery Land and Deer 
Park Gardens.  It was reported that works to clear the area were 
still outstanding.   
 

  (b) Public Right of Way S108 – The Project Engineer referred to Old 
Green Lane from Oldnall Road to public rights of way S156 and 
H125 being added to the Definitive Map.  It was indicated that a 
meeting had been held with Councillor G Partridge however, there 
were issues in identifying the landowner.  This was a recurring 
problem with old highways.  The Project Engineer explained that 
pubic right of way forms with relevant number of signatories would 
need to be submitted to the Local Authority for consideration.     
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  (1) To complete PROW forms for consideration of 
Old Green Lane from Oldnall Road to public 
rights of Way S156 and H125 for inclusion on 
the Definitive Map. 
 

T Pritchard 

  (2) 
 

That the item remain on the agenda for the 
next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 
  

(h) Footpath H398 Manor Way to site of Fordrove Bridge, Halesowen (not 
shown on the Definitive Map) 

 
  

(i) Footpath H359 Amber Way to Chancel Way, Halesowen (not shown on 
the Definitive Map) 
 

  Items (h) and (i) were considered together.  The Project Engineer 
reported that Ordnance Survey Maps would now only consider including 
paths on the Definitive Map upon receipt of an Order. 
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  (1) To obtain the policy from Ordnance Survey 
and submit to the next meeting of the Forum to 
establish the process for including paths on the 
Ordnance Survey map  
 

D Jacobs – 
Project Engineer 
 



DBLAF/27 
 

  (2) 
 

That the two items remain on the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

  (j) Footpath H174 Hasbury, Halesowen 
 

 
 

 It was reported that obstruction caused by the overgrown hedge had 
now been cleared by the landowner.  
 

  The Maintenance Manager referred to the style on Manor Way and was 
of the view that the style be replaced with “pinch posts” as it would make 
access easier. 
 

   Action Officer/Member 
 

  (1) To speak to the relevant Officer with a view to 
replacing the style on Manor Way with “pinch 
posts”. 
 

A Radford – 
Maintenance 
Manager 
 

  (2) 
 

That the item be included on the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer 

 
 
  

(k) Desire Line at Hodge Hill, Wollescote (to be added to the Definitive Map 
as a Public Right of Way to Connect Paths 
 

  The same issues arose in that the landowner could not be identified and 
it was suggested that this item be removed from the agenda and be 
considered as part of issues associated with footpaths in general.   
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  That the item be removed from the agenda and 
incorporated as part of an item covering general 
issues with footpaths particularly associated with 
inclusion on the Definitive Map and identifying 
landowners. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer  

 
 
  

(l) Request to Stop Up Public Footpath, Section 66 through Stone Mill 
Walk, Upper Gornal 
 

  The Project Engineer referred to objections made by residents for a right 
of way through their cul-de-sac and subsequent representations made 
by the Forum.  It was reported that no further action would be taken. 
 

  Action Officer/Member 
 

  That the item be removed from the agenda. 
 

Democratic 
Services Officer  
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30. 

 
Any Other Business 
 

 Expansion of Forum Members 
 

 The Project Engineer reported on proposed plans to advertise for additional 
Forum Members and indicated that discussions were ongoing with the 
Council’s Communications Team. 
 

 Action Officer/Member 
 

 That an item on the issue be included on the next agenda 
together with submission of a draft advertisement to recruit 
Forum Members.     
 

D Jacobs/ 
D Keeley/ 
Democratic 
Services Officer  
 

 Ramblers Association 
 

 

 The Project Engineer indicated that there was no local representative from the 
Ramblers Association for this area.  He had emailed the representative in 
Stoke and asked when he was in the area to visit Dudley’s right of ways. 
 

 Christmas and New Year 
 

 There being no other business the Chair wished all a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 
 

 
31. 
 

 
Future Meeting Dates and Times 
 

 Future meeting dates and times of the Forum at 2pm on Wednesdays were 
noted as follows:- 
 
26th February, 2020 
8th April, 2020 
15th July, 2020 
 

 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 3.15 pm 
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