Dudley

Metropolitan Borough Council

Minutes of the Ernest Stevens Trusts Management Committee
Wednesday 9" April, 2025 at 6.00pm
in Committee Room 3, Council House, Dudley

Present:

Councillor J Cowell (Chair)

Councillor J Griffin (Vice-Chair)

Councillors E Cobb, T Creed, R Priest and J Thorne

Co-opted Members:
J Jones — Friends of Wollescote Park and H Rogers — Friends of Mary Stevens
Park bb

Officers:

M Bieganski (Strategy and Governance Section Manager), D Fildes (Parks
Development Manager), D McNaney (Senior Principal Accountant), M Wilcox
(Principal Lawyer) and K Malpass (Democratic Services Officer).

Also in attendance:

Members of the Bernard Oakley Memorial Park Friends Group, Members of the
Sons and Daughters of Rest, Stourbridge, Members of Friends of Wollescate
Park, together with 2 members of the public

36 Apology for Absence

An apology for absence from the meeting was received on behalf of
Councillor | Kettle.

37 Appointment of Substitute Member

It was reported that Councillor J Thorne had been appointed as a substitute
Member for Councillor | Kettle, for this meeting of the Committee only.
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38

Declarations of Interest

Councillor T Creed declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to Agenda
Item NoO’s. 14 and 15 (Mary Stevens Centre Proposals and Studley Court
Offices, Mary Stevens Park) as a volunteer driver for Crafting for
Communities, a Member of the Sons of Rest, Stourbridge and the Council’s
representative on the Management Committee relating to Mary Stevens
Hospice.

Councillor J Thorne declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item No.
10 (Bernard Oakley Memorial Gardens Play Area Improvement Project) as
a Member of the Bernard Oakley Memorial Gardens Park Friends Group.

H Rogers declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda Item No’s 14 and 15
(Mary Stevens Centre Proposals and Studley Court Offices, Mary Stevens
Park) as a Member of the Friends of Mary Stevens Park.

39

Minutes

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 29" January, 2025 be
confirmed as a correct record and signed.

40

Public Forum

5G Phone Mast on Wollescote Park

J Marks and M Troon, Chair and Treasurer of the Friends of Wollescote
Park referred to the ongoing concerns in relation to the implications
associated with the metal container that accommodated the generator
located in Wollescote Park. Members were advised that whilst it was
assumed that the generator was no longer being used to power the 5G
phone mast installed in the park, the unit had not been removed. Concerns
had been raised at the previous meeting in relation to the adverse effect on
the health and wellbeing of communities and users of the park having to
inhale gas fumes as a result of the generator being used which was
contrary to the Deed of Gift and Dudley Council’s climate change strategy.
Whilst assurances had been given at the previous meeting that the
generator was a temporary arrangement whilst permanent power supply to
the mast was organised, a timeframe could not be provided as to when the
unit would be removed.
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Councillor R Priest acknowledged the limited powers the Local Authority
had in relation to the installation of phone masts, however, alterative action
was necessary to ensure the generator was removed from the park. It was
noted that Ward Councillors had contacted the telecoms company,
Cornerstone, responsible for the installation of the 5G phone past and had
been advised that a signed agreement had recently been received from the
Local Authority providing authorisation for the company to connect the 5G
phone mast to the main electricity power supply in the area. However,
whilst an agreement had been signed, Members were advised of the long
timeframe involved with the process and queried whether the Trust could
provide any support to accelerate the process.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager indicated that the provision
of the 5G phone mast was between Cornerstone and the electricity
company, and the Local Authority had very limited powers through the
planning system to influence the process. Members of the Friends of
Wollescote Park raised concern regarding the lack of influence the Local
Authority had over the removal of a generator and having made enquiries,
indicated that whilst generators were occasionally used, these were in very
remote locations. Members were advised that the use of generators to
power 5G masts had been disputed and declined in the past by other
authorities and queried why the Local Authority did not consider the health
concerns associated with the installation of a generator in the park.

In concluding, J Marks indicated that due to the adverse effects of the
generator in the park, local MPs had advised the Friends Group to escalate
the matter in an attempt to get national media coverage to support the
removal of the generator.

Whilst acknowledging the concerns raised, the Chair referred to the
Government’s ambition for the population to have access to 5G masts
which provided specific allowances as part of the planning process enabling
electronic communications code operators to install 5G masts in areas
around the Country. It was envisaged however, that with local MPs and
Ward Councillors now involved, it would accelerate the process of
connecting the 5G phone mast to the main electricity power supply in the
area and the removal of the generator.
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Future of Wollescote Hall

Members of the public together with Members of the Committee raised a
number of concerns in relation to the future use of Wollescote Hall and the
lack of communication with direct beneficiaries. At the previous meeting,
members of the Friends of Wollescote Park were advised that a meeting
would be arranged to discuss the matter further, and whilst a scheduled
meeting had taken place with the Sons of Rest, the Friends Group had
been excluded from the discussion which was concerning as it was
considered in the Deed of Gift that the Group were direct beneficiaries of
the Hall and park. Whilst it was acknowledged that the Friends of
Wollescote Park accessed the Hall for meetings, the Sons of Rest were
recognised as the occupier of the building and the reason the Group had
initially been approached.

In referring to letters that had been distributed to the Sons of Rest,
Councillor T Creed and H Rogers, Co-opted Member of the Friends of Mary
Stevens Park indicated that the letters should not have been circulated prior
to Members of the Committee agreeing the content. In responding, with the
agreement of the the Chair, the Strategy and Governance Section Manager
indicated that the letters had been circulated following discussion and
agreement at the previous meeting setting out the principle of occupation
for the Sons of Rest, occupation to be regularised and certain aspects to be
clarified around utility usage and paid services.

A member of the Sons of Rest referred to the age group of members and
the ongoing stress and anxiety the uncertainty around the future use of the
building was creating. The Group had occupied the building for ninety
years and had offered great benefits to the community and the need for
openness and transparency was essential moving forward.

Whilst the concerns were acknowledged, the Chair reported that proposals
were currently being considered and would be shared at a later date,
however, it was empathised that the role of the Trust was to protect the
building and ensure appropriate future use. All parties were advised that
further discussion would take place during the scheduled meeting in private
session under the provisions of Part 1 of Scheduled 12A of the Local
Government Act 1972 on the grounds that the public interest in disclosing
information at this point was outweighed by the public interest in
maintaining the exemption from disclosure. The Chair and the Principal
Lawyer assured Members that appropriate consultation would take place on
proposals with all user groups and views considered in line with the
requirements of the legislation.
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41

Benjamin Drive/Homer Hill Consultation

The Committee received a verbal report from the Parks Development
Manager in relation to the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and Parking at
Homer Hill Park/Benjamin Drive.

Whilst it was noted that a representative from the Highways Authority was
unable to attend the meeting, S Cooksey, Team Manager, Parking Services
provided a written update indicating that the Civil Enforcement Officers had
iIssued warning notices in December, with the first visit being carried out on
8" December 2025 with a further six visits during January and February
2025 with no Penalty Charge Notices being issued. Members were further
advised that no complaints had been received regarding enforcement or
obstruction issues, however, assurances were provided that Civil
Enforcement Officers would continue to carry out inspections during the
next few months.

In responding to a question raised by Councillor T Creed, the Principal
Lawyer confirmed that whilst Benjamin Drive was a private road on trust
land, Highways had the authority to enforce the Traffic Regulation Order
(TRO) which was supported by independent legal advice obtained in
relation to the matter.

In responding to a question raised by Councillor R Priest, the Parks
Development Manager confirmed that an extensive consultation exercise
had taken place with the local community, friends groups and the football
team associated with the Homer Hill Park prior to the TRO being put in
place.

Resolved

That the information presented, and the comments made by
Members as outlined above, be noted.

42

Grounds Maintenance Arrangements at Wollescote Park

The Committee received a verbal report from the Parks Development
Manager in relation to the grounds maintenance arrangements at
Wollescote Park. Members were advised that the borough was split up into
five different areas with a Street Scene team assigned to each individual
area. Following questions raised at the previous meeting, it was confirmed
that the maintenance provided at Wollescote Park was carried out by the
Team assigned to that park.
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In response to a question raised by H Rogers, Co-opted Member for the
Friends of Mary Stevens Park, the Parks Development Manager confirmed
that the grass at Mary Stevens Park’s Bowling Green was cut by Dudley’s
Street Scene team.

Resolved

That the information presented, and the comments made by
Members as outlined above, be noted.

43

Lottery Project at Stevens Park, Quarry Bank

The Committee received a verbal report from the Parks Development
Manager in relation to the lottery project at Stevens Park. Members were
advised that the project was nearing its final stages with signage and
interpretation currently being improved to include the National Lottery logo.
It was reported that the project and partnership working with Emily Jordan
Foundation Trust would continue with the friends group and the project
included a summer of events to encourage people to visit the park.

Resolved

That the information presented be noted.

44

Request for Grant — Wollescote Hall Bowls Club

A report of the Interim Director of Finance was submitted on a grant from
Stevens Park and Recreation Ground Foundation Trust.

H Rogers, Co-opted Member for the Friends of Mary Stevens Park queried
the information outlined in the report relating to the four individual Trusts.
Reference was made to past reports for grant applications where it was
believed that a separate paragraph was contained in the report to indicate
that Stevens Park, Quarry Bank did not fall within the Stevens Park and
Recreation Ground Foundation Trust. In responding, the Principal Lawyer
confirmed that Stevens Park and Recreation Ground Foundation Trust
covered Mary Stevens Maternity Home and Public Park, Mary Stevens
Park, Recreational Ground and Park, Norton and Stevens Park and
Recreation Ground Foundation, Wollescote and indicated that the matter
would be investigated and the report updated if necessary.
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Resolved

That the grant application of £5,000 to Stevens Park and
Recreation Ground Foundation Trust, be approved, subject to the
Bowing Club signing a new lease.

45

Bernard Oakley Memorial Gardens Play Area Improvement Project

A report of the Director of Environment was submitted on progress made
with the Friends of Bernard Oakley Memorial Gardens on the park and the
group’s submission to the Enovert Community Trust for a grant of up to
£50,000 to modernise and improve the play area.

A member of the Bernard Oakley Memorial Park Friends Group expressed
his sincere gratitude for the excellent work carried out by the Parks
Development Manager and his team to improve the play area located within
the park

The Principal Lawyer indicated that whilst the Council was required to sign
a legal partnership agreement with Enovert, it did not involve any disposal
of land, however, it would place a number of restrictions on the Council for a
five-year term following completion of the project. Members were advised
that the restrictions would not have any adverse effect on the Deed of Gift
and would protect the land from sale or transfer over the next five-year
period.

In responding to a question raised by Councillor J Thorne, the Parks
Development Manager indicated that whilst no projected costs for
maintaining the play area was available, it was envisaged that the area
would be more cost effective for the Local Authority to maintain as a result
of the new equipment being designed with durability in mind, using
materials and construction techniques that ensured longevity reducing the
need for frequent repairs.

In responding to a question raised by J Jones, Co-opted Member for the
Friends of Wollescote Park, the Parks Development Manager confirmed
that the maintenance of the play area located at Wollescote Park was the
Local Authority’s responsibility. Members were advised that the park was
inspected on a regular basis and any maintenance issues that were
identified were undertaken by the Council’s Green Scene Team. Whilst it
was noted that the Friends of Wollescote Park supported the Local
Authority with certain aspects of maintenance, which was appreciated, any
concerns or requests for maintenance should be provided to Ward
Councillors for appropriate action.
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In responding to a question raised by H Rogers, Co-opted Member for the
Friends of Mary Stevens Park in relation to equipment that would be
suitable for disabled users, the Parks Development Manager indicated that
the play area planned to install a flush roundabout with disabled access
onto the climbing unit. Members were assured that the play area would be
fully inclusive for all user groups.

Resolved

That the information outlined in the report and the comments made
by Members as outlined above, be noted.

46

Questions Under Council Procedure Rule 11.8

There were no questions to the Chair pursuant to Council Procedure Rule
11.8.

47

Exclusion of the Press and Public

Resolved

That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the
following items of business, on the grounds that they involve the
likely disclosure of exempt information relating to the financial or
business affairs of any particular person (including the authority
holding that information), as defined under Part 1 of Schedule 12A
to the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

48

Wollecote Hall and the future Strateqy

A report of the Director of Environment was submitted on current progress
in relation to the future use of Wollescote Hall.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager presented the report
referring to specific paragraphs of importance.

Following the presentation, Members were given the opportunity to ask
questions and make comments and responses were provided where
necessary.

Resolved
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(1) That the information outlined in the report submitted and the
comments made by Members, be noted.

(2)  That the recommendations set out in the report submitted be
approved and referred to the Director of Environment, in the
absence of a Director of Regeneration of Enterprise, for appropriate
action.

(3) That a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the
Committee.

49 Mary Stevens Centre Proposals

A report of the Director of Environment was submitted on current progress
in relation to the proposals for Mary Stevens Centre.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager presented the report
referring to specific paragraphs of importance.

Following the presentation, Members were given the opportunity to ask
guestions and make comments and responses were provided where
necessary.

Resolved

(1) That the information outlined in the report submitted and the
comments made by Members, be noted.

(2) That the recommendations set out in the report submitted together
with those agreed during the meeting be approved and referred to
the Director of Environment, in the absence of a Director of
Regeneration of Enterprise, for appropriate action.

(3) That a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the
Committee.

50 Studley Court Offices, Mary Stevens Park

A report of the Director of Environment was submitted on current progress
in relation to the future use of Studley Court Offices, Mary Stevens Park.

The Strategy and Governance Section Manager presented the report
referring to specific paragraphs of importance.
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Following the presentation, Members were given the opportunity to ask
guestions and make comments and responses were provided where
necessary.

Resolved

(1) That the information outlined in the report submitted and the
comments made by Members, be noted.

(2) That the recommendations set out in the report submitted be
approved and referred to the Director of Environment, in the
absence of a Director of Regeneration of Enterprise, for appropriate
action.

(3) That a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the
Committee.

The meeting ended at 8.22pm.

CHAIR
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