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DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Monday, 23rd February, 2004, at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT:-

Councillor Mrs Wilson (in the Chair)
Councillor Finch (Vice-Chair) 
Councillors Banks, M Davis, G Davies, James, Lowe, Southall and 
Stanley, together with Messrs. Gore, Isherwood, Limbrick and Glews 
(Directorate of the Urban Environment), Mrs G Breakwell and Mr J 
Jablonski (Directorate of Law and Property).

97 MINUTES

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 2nd 
February, 2004, be approved as a correct record and signed. 

98 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Southall declared a Personal Interest, in accordance with the 
Members’ Code of Conduct, in planning application no. PO3/0758-50-52,
Lawnswood Road, Wordsley – Demolition of existing bungalows and 
erection of a detached four-bedroom bungalow, as the applicant was 
known to him.

99 APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs 
Bowkley.

100 APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTE FOR THIS MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE                                                                                  

It was reported that Councillor Lowe had been appointed to serve as a 
substitute for Councillor Mrs Bowkley for this meeting of the Committee 
only.

101 SITE VISITS

Consideration was given to the following planning applications in respect
of which a site visit had been made on Thursday, 19th February, 2004, 
by the Development Control (Site Visiting) Working Party.Page 1 of 9
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RESOLVED

That the site visit applications be dealt with as follows:

(i) Plan no. P03/2166 – Ground floor, Bell Street Car Park, 
Stourbridge – Change of use from tyre and exhaust fitting (sui 
generis) to skatepark (D2)                                                           

Decision:  Approved, subject to conditions 1 to 3 inclusive, as set
out in the report of the Director of the Urban Environment 
together with an additional condition, numbered 4, as follows:

4. The development hereby permitted shall be discontinued 
on or before 28th February, 2005.

(ii) Plan no. P03/2353 – 8 Linden Drive, Stourbridge – Two storey 
side/rear extension to provide garage, hall cloaks and utility with 
bedroom, study and en-suite over (resubmission of refused 
application PO3/0675)                                                                

Decision:  Approved, subject to conditions number 1 to 3 
(inclusive) as set out in the report of the Director of the Urban 
Environment.

102 CHANGE IN ORDER OF BUSINESS

Pursuant to Council Procedure Rule 13 (c) it was 

RESOLVED

(1) That the order of business at agenda item no 6 be varied 
in order to enable planning applications numbered 
PO3/2161 and PO3/2274 to be dealt with prior to the 
remaining planning applications in agenda item no. 6.

(2) That agenda item number 11 be considered, in numerical 
order, as part of agenda item no. 6.

103 PLANS AND APPLICATIONS TO DEVELOP

Reports of the Director of the Urban Environment were submitted on 
plans and applications to develop and the following persons were in 
attendance at the meeting and spoke on the planning application 
indicated:

Page 2 of 9



DC/112

(i) Plan no. PO3/2161 – Units 2 and 3 Vesuvius Estate, Jews 
Lane, Upper Gornal – Change of use from roofing contractors 
depot and trade sales place to coach depot and maintenance 
workshop – Mr Hunter, the agent and Councillor Mrs Millward 
on behalf of the applicant.

(ii) Plan no. PO3/2274 – Land at rear of 17-21, Queen Street, 
Kingswinford – Outline application for the erection of two 4-
bedroom dwelling houses and bridge over watercourse (all 
matters reserved) (Resubmission of Refused application 
PO3/0101) – Mrs Hill, on behalf of her brother, Mr Fellows, the 
applicant.

RESOLVED

That the plans and applications be dealt with as follows:-

(i) Plan no. PO3/2161 - Units 2 and 3 Vesuvius Estate, Jews Lane,
Upper Gornal – Change of use from roofing contractors depot 
and trade sales place to coach depot and maintenance 
workshop                                                                                      

Decision: That consideration of the above application be 
deferred pending a site visit to be held prior to the next meeting 
of the Committee to address concerns expressed.

(ii) Plan no. PO3/2274 - Land at rear of 17-21, Queen Street, 
Kingswinford – Outline application for the erection of two 4-
bedroom dwelling houses and bridge over watercourse (all 
matters reserved) (Resubmission of Refused application 
PO3/0101)                                                                                    

Decision: That consideration of the above application be 
deferred pending a site visit to be held prior to the next meeting 
of the Committee to address concerns expressed.

(iii) Plan no. P03/0758 – 50-52 Lawnswood Road, Wordsley, 
Stourbridge – Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a 
detached four bedroom bungalow with garage                         

Decision: Approved, subject to conditions numbered 1 to 9 
(inclusive) as set out in the report of the Director of the Urban 
Environment.

(iv) Plan no. P03/1029 – Land off Westley Street, Queens Cross, 
Dudley – Erection of 40 properties comprising two and three 
bedroom houses plus a ten unit young persons accommodation
block and associated highway works (resubmission of 
withdrawn application PO2/1030)                                             
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Decision: Approved, subject to the applicants entering into an 
Obligation under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning
Act, 1990 (as amended) for the payment of a commuted sum 
for the improvement of off site public open space, a children’s 
play area and the future maintenance of on site landscaping, for
the delivery of social housing in accordance with Government 
policy and Deposit Development Plan Policy H5 and for 
highway improvements to Westley Street and Turner Street and
a pedestrian crossing to Queens Cross, subject to conditions, to
the applicants being invited to apply to the Secretary of State to 
close and divert existing highways and footpaths within the site 
that are affected by the development under Section 247 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1990 (as amended) as 
indicated on plan JKS/1 attached to the report submitted and to 
conditions numbered 1 to 18 (inclusive) as set out in the report 
of the Director of the Urban Environment; with the deletion of 
condition 19 as it duplicates an earlier condition.

(v) Plan no. P03/1174 – Land to rear of 59B Mason Street, Coseley
– Erection of detached bungalow with construction of new 
access to highway                                                                      

Decision: Refused, for reasons 1 and 2 as set out in the report 
of the Director of the Urban Environment.

(vi) Plan no. P03/1355 – 55 Uffmoor Estate, Hasbury, Halesowen – 
Erect boundary fence and alteration of width of existing access 
(retrospective)                                                                            

Decision: 

1. Refused, for reasons 1 and 2 as set out in the report of 
the Director of the Urban Environment .

2. That enforcement action be authorised to ensure 
removal of the fencing or reduction of its height to that 
which would be allowed as “permitted development”.

(vii) Plan no. P03/1474 – Swift Tyre Service (Dudley) Ltd, 57 Cole 
Street, Netherton – Variation of planning approval 96/51519 to 
allow fitting of brake pads, exhausts and shock absorbers     

Decision: That it be noted that this application had been 
withdrawn pending receipt of alternative proposals.

(viii) Plan no. P03/1572 – Manor Farm, Manor Way, Halesowen – 
Retrospective application for stone flood barrier cages (gabions)
and associated earth works and infilling.  Amendment to 
withdrawn application P02/1818 showing a reduction in height 
of gabions from 2.3 metres to 1.5 metre high                            
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Decision: That this application be deferred for consideration at 
the next meeting of the Committee in order that it may be 
considered at the same time as an application for Listed 
Building Consent.

(ix) Plan no. P03/1613 – Land at Rear of 144 Baptist End Road, 
Netherton – Erection of detached bungalow and garage       

Decision: Refused, for reasons 1 and 2 as set out in the report 
of the Director of the Urban Environment.

(x) Plan no. P03/1724 – Land to north east of Star Street, Lye – 
Erection of 6, two bedroom semi detached houses                   

Decision: Approved, subject to conditions numbered 1 to 3 and 
5 to12 (inclusive) as set out in the report of the Director of the 
Urban Environment, together with an amended condition, 
numbered 4, as follows:-

4. Development shall not begin until details of improvements 
to the pedestrian footway to a width of 1.8 metres, plans 
and sections of the lines, widths, levels, gradients, form of 
construction of service/access roads and drains have 
been submitted to and approved by the Local Planning 
Authority in writing, prior to the occupation of any of the 
units hereby approved.

(xi) Plan no. P03/1855 – Land adjoining 21 Aretha Close, 
Kingswinford – Erect two bedroom detached bungalow

Decision: That consideration of this application be deferred to a 
subsequent meeting of the Committee so that further 
consideration might be given to details only recently received on
the re-siting of the bungalow.

(xii) Plan no. P03/1858 – Land adjacent to 24 Ridgeway Road, 
Wordsley – Erect two 1 bedroom flats with associated parking

Decision: Approved, subject to conditions numbered 1 to 7 
(inclusive) as set out in the report of the Director of the Urban 
Environment, together with an additional condition, numbered 8,
as follows:

8. CO9B – Contaminated land.

(xiii) Plan no PO3/1862 – Former gas site, High Street, Amblecote – 
Residential Development with access works and car parking 
(outline)                                                                                         
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Decision: That consideration of this application be deferred to 
enable consideration to the further information only recently 
received.

(xiv) Plan no. P03/1922 – Sunrise Medical Ltd, Sunrise Business 
Park, High Street, Wollaston – Construction of a gas meter 
house                                                                                   

Decision: Approved, subject to conditions numbered 1 and 2, as
set out in the report of the Director of the Urban Environment.

(xv) Plan no. P03/1947 – 77 Gospel End Road, Dudley – 
Amendments to approved application P02/2281 to alter shape 
of roof                                                                                        

Decision: That consideration of this application be deferred so 
that concerns expressed at the meeting might be addressed.

(xvi) Plan no. P03/2095 – Firtree Farm, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen – 
Conversion of existing barn to create single dwelling with 
associated parking, access and amenity space                        

Decision: Approved, subject to conditions numbered 1 to 17 
(inclusive) as set out in the report of the Director of the Urban 
Environment, together with additional conditions numbered 18, 
19, 20 and 21, as follows:

18. The outbuilding edged blue on the approved plans shall 
be used only for purposes incidental to the personal 
enjoyment of the dwelling hereby approved.

19. C10C – soil gases.

20. The new vehicular access shall be formed prior to the 
rest of the development commencing and shall be 
constructed in accordance with details to be submitted 
and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority 
and thereafter maintained in accordance with the 
approved details for the life of the development.

21. The existing vehicular access to Mucklow Hill shall be 
closed and the vehicular access removed in accordance 
with details to be previously submitted and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority, prior to 
development commencing and the closure shall be 
implemented in accordance with the approved details 
prior to the development being occupied.

(xvii) Plan no. P03/2170 – 241 Spies Lane, Halesowen – Erection of 
canopy roof to front of garage and formation of structure to 
provide covered area over existing garage (retrospective)        
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Decision: Approved, subject to the following condition, amended
as follows:-

Within seven days of the date of the permission hereby granted,
the existing handrails, trellis infill panels and external staircase 
indicated on the submitted plans shall be removed in their 
entirety from the structure to the satisfaction of the Local 
Planning Authority.

(xviii) Plan no. P03/2225 – 36 Lilac Road, Dudley – Erection of 
detached garage                                                               

Decision: That consideration of this application be deferred 
pending a site visit to be held prior to the next meeting of the 
Committee so as to address concerns raised by members.

(xix) Plan no. P03/2283 – Byrne Newsagent, 175 Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen – Change of use from newsagent (A1) to hot food 
takeaway (A3)                                                                             

Decision: That consideration of this application be deferred to 
enable further information only recently received to be 
considered.

(xx) Plan no. P03/2327 – 10 and 12 St James’s Road, Dudley – 
Change of use from student accommodation (sui generis) to 10 
dwelling flats (C3) with creation of new access of the highway

Decision: Approved, subject to conditions numbered 1 to 13 
(inclusive) as set out in the report of the Director of the Urban 
Environment.

(xxi) Plan no. P03/2344 – Cornbow Shopping Centre, Queensway – 
Change of use from service yard and highway (sui generis) to 
service yard (sui generis)                                                         

Decision: That consideration of this application be deferred to a 
subsequent meeting of the Committee to enable details 
regarding the stopping up proposals contained in the report of 
the Director of the Urban Environment submitted to be 
considered by the Committee.

(xxii) Plan no. P03/2363 – Smartcars Car Lot, land adjacent to 99 
Haden Hill Road, Halesowen – Erection of fifteen 2 bedroom 
apartments                                                                              
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Decision: Approved, subject to the applicants entering into an 
Agreement under Section 106 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1990 (as amended) for a contribution towards off-
site improvements to public open space in accordance with 
detailed guidance for housing development contained in Section
Nine of the Adopted Dudley Unitary Development Plan currently
£5,375.57 for the proposed scheme but subject to an inflation 
update after 1st April, 2004, amended plans and conditions 
numbered 1 to 26 (inclusive) as set out in the report of the 
Director of the Urban Environment, together with an additional 
condition, numbered 27, as follows:

27. Before the development is commenced, details of 
existing and proposed vehicular access points shall be 
submitted to the Local Planning Authority in writing and 
shall be implemented in accordance with the approved 
details prior to the first occupation of the development.

(xxiii) Plan no. P03/2366 – Stag and Three Horseshoes, Halesowen 
Road, Halesowen – Alterations and extensions to create new 
entrance lobby and new fire exit                                               

Decision: Approved, subject to conditions 1 and 2 as set out in 
the report of the Director of the Urban Environment.

(xxiv) Plan no. P03/2284 – 75 Carol Crescent, Halesowen – Ground 
floor front and side extension to create breakfast room, kitchen, 
toilet and cloaks.  First floor side extension to create additional 
bedrooms (resubmission of refused application PO3/1108)       

Decision: That consideration of the above application be 
deferred pending a site visit to be held prior to the next meeting 
of the Committee so as to address concerns raised by 
Members.

104 ENFORCEMENT ACTION

A joint report of the Director of Law and Property and the Director of the 
Urban Environment was submitted on proposed enforcement action.

RESOLVED

That the Local Planning Authority, having regard to all the 
provisions of the Adopted Dudley Unitary Development Plan and
other material considerations before them, authorises 
enforcement action as follows:
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Cease the use of the property known as Floors-2-Go, Vine Lane,
Halesowen for any purpose other than that of sales and fitting of 
tyres and exhausts; return the external appearance of the 
building to its previous condition by removing the cladding and 
remove all authorised advertisements.

105 CONSULTATION ON DRAFT PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 6 – 
PLANNING FOR TOWN CENTRES                                                  

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment was submitted on the 
publication of the consultation on Draft Planning Policy Statement 6: 
Planning for Town Centres and on a proposed response to the 
consultation.

RESOLVED

That the information contained in the report submitted, in respect
of a proposed response to the publication of the consultation on 
Draft Planning Policy Statement 6: Planning for Town Centres, 
be received and noted and that the detailed comments set out in 
Appendix 1 to the report submitted, be submitted as the 
Council’s response to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

106 PLANNING APPEALS

A report of the Director of the Urban Environment was submitted on 
decisions made by the Planning Inspectorate on planning appeals 
during the period October, 2002 to January, 2004.

RESOLVED

That the information contained in the report, and appendices to 
the report, submitted on decisions made by the Planning 
Inspectorate on planning appeals during the period October, 
2002 to January, 2004, be noted.

The meeting ended at 7.40 pm.

CHAIR
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