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WARD: Belle Vale AGENDA ITEM NO 19
  

DUDLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

 AREA COMMITTEE – HALESOWEN

13TH JULY 2004 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

THE EARLS HIGH SCHOOL PLAYING FIELDS, FURNACE LANE AND
WHITTINGHAM ROAD, HALESOWEN 

1.0 PURPOSE

1.1 To report on progress made in connection with proposals submitted by
the Halesowen Abbey Trust for improvements to the Earls High School
playing fields 

2.0 BACKGROUND

2.1 Between the 18th June 2003 and 11th March 2004 the Committee has
considered a number of update reports in respect of issues arising at
the Earls High School playing fields and adjacent roads. The
Committee has supported the officers’ ongoing work to develop the
proposals, the setting up of a working group to co-ordinate the
development of the proposals, further public consultation over the
details of the proposals, and that further reports be submitted in due
course  

2.2 The Working Group referred to in paragraph 2.1 has subsequently met
on a regular basis, and has secured support to the proposals made by
the Halesowen Abbey Trust in respect of the improvements to the
playing fields (shown on the attached plan) from officers in the
Directorate of the Urban Environment responsible for GreenCare,
StreetCare, and for Traffic and Road Safety, from the Head Teachers
of the Earls High School and Newfield Primary, and from the Principal
of Halesowen College    

2.3 The Working Group has identified priority improvements intended to
reduce (a) illegal vehicle access to the playing fields and (b) antisocial
activities being carried out on the playing fields car park. These
improvements consist of clearance of the overgrown planting around
the car park, and the provision of an entrance barrier which has been
secured at no cost by Councillor Faulkner from a local supplier. The
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Halesowen Abbey Trust has offered to carry out these works at no
cost to the Council. The Working Group has also identified a further
series of improvements which are shown on the plan attached, which
comprise fencing and hedge planting to the perimeter of the site, and
levelling and seeding  operations on land not adjacent to the sports
pitches which will the bring land into more productive use for the local
community    

2.4 Members should be aware that the playing fields subject to these
proposals are owned by the Local Education Authority but that the
Governors of the Earls High School (which is located opposite) are
empowered by statute to control their use. The approval of the
Governors is therefore needed to any improvements proposed to the
playing fields. This approval was obtained on the 17th March 2004.
However, the car park on the site is excluded from the area controlled
by the School, and as a result the responsibility for the maintenance of
the car park falls to the Council. The Assistant Director for
Environmental Management has agreed to support the additional
maintenance costs of installing the entrance barrier to the car park
referred to in paragraph 2.3

2.5 As a result of securing the approvals referred to in paragraph 2.4,
improvements have now commenced on the site. Local volunteers and
the Youth Offending Team have assisted the Halesowen Abbey Trust
in carrying out a series of litterpicks, removal of overgrown planting
and hedgerow trimming. The entrance barrier proposed for the car
park and the boundary fencing to the frontage with Whittingham Lane
is due to be installed shortly and the new hedgerow planting will be
carried out during the next planting season

2.6 In order to keep residents informed of progress, a public meeting was
held on the 7th April 2004 at the Earls High School, and was attended
by Councillors Faulkner, James and Nicholls, the Head of Design &
Projects, and representatives from the Halesowen Abbey Trust. The
proposals and timescale for implementation were well received from
the residents who attended

3.0 PROPOSAL

3.1 It is proposed that;

(a) The contents of this report be noted and the Committee support
the officers’ ongoing work to develop the proposals for
improvements 

(b) Further reports be submitted in due course  

4.0 FINANCE
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4.1 There are no additional financial implications arising from this report

5.0 LAW

5.1 Under Part I of the Local Government Act 2000 the Council may do
anything which it thinks is likely to achieve the economic, social or
environmental wellbeing of its area.

5.2 Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 enables the Council to
do anything that is calculated to facilitate or is conducive to or
incidental to the discharge of its functions

6.0 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

6.1 The proposals take into account the Council’s Equal Opportunities
Policy

7.0 RECOMMENDATION

7.1 That the proposals set out in paragraph 3.1 of this report be approved

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Director of the Urban Environment  -  John B. Millar

Contact Officer: Rupert Dugdale ext 5538

Background documents used in the preparation of this report:-

Joint report of the Area Liason Officer and the Acting Director of the Urban
Environment – Halesowen Area Committee, 5th February 2003

Report of the Acting Director of the Urban Environment – Halesowen Area
Committee, 2nd April 2003

Report of the Acting Director of the Urban Environment – Halesowen Area
Committee, 18th June 2003

Report of the Acting Director of the Urban Environment – Halesowen Area
Committee, 18th September 2003

Report of the Director of the Urban Environment – Halesowen Area Committee,
22nd October 2003
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Report of the Director of the Urban Environment – Halesowen Area Committee,
3rd December 2003

Report of the Director of the Urban Environment – Halesowen Area Committee,
11th March 2004
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